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HOUSE BILL NO. 2639 

By Representatives Watson, Gotto, Todd, Curtiss, Kevin Brooks 

Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 2492 

By Senators Tracy, Ketron 

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 68-120-101, relative to 
sprinklers in homes 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 68-120-101(a)(8), is amended by 
deleting the subdivision in its entirety and by substituting instead the foiiowing: 

(8) 

(A) Shall not include mandatory sprinkler requirements for one-family and 
two-family dwellings; however, notwithstanding this subdivision (a)(8), local 
governments may adopt more stringent requirements for one-family and two
family dwellings; and 

(B) 

(i) If a iocal government seeks to adopt mandatory sprinkler 
requirements for one-family and two-family dwellings pursuant to this 
subdivision (a)(8), then the local government may only adopt such 
requirements, by either ordinance or resolution, as appropriate, upon an 
affirmative two-thirds (2/3) vote on final reading; provided, that if passage 
of such ordinance or resolution requires two (2) readings, then such 
requirements may only be adopted after reading such ordinance or 
resolution in open session of the legislative body at meetings specially 
called on two (2) different days that are no less than two (2) weeks apart; 
and if passage requires three (3) readings, then the last two (2) readings 
shall occur on two (2) different days that are no less than two (2) weeks 
apart. Mandatory sprinkler requirements shali be voted on in an 
ordinance or resolution separate from any other ordinance or resolution 
addressing building construction safety standards; 

(ii) If a local government seeks to repeal the mandatory sprinkler 
requirements adopted pursuant to this subdivision (a)(8), then the local 
government shall repeal such requirements in the same manner as 
required to adopt such requirements under this subdivision (a)(8); 
provided, that if a local government adopted mandatory sprinkler 
requirements prior to the effective date of this act, then the local 
government may repeal such requirements in the same manner the local 
government adopted the requirements; and 

SECT:ON 2. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 68-120-101, is amended by adding 
the following language as a new, appropriately designated subsection: 

( ) If a local government adopts mandatory sprinkler requirements for one-family 
and two-family dwellings pursuant to subdivision (a)(8), then such requirements shall not 
apply to manufactured homes constructed or installed under parts 2 and 4 of chapter 
126 of this title unless such requirements are consistent with the regulations established 
by the United States department of housing and urban development (HUO) relating to 
the installation of sprinkler equipment in manufactured homes. 
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SECTiON 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring 
it. 

2 



HOUSE BILL NO. 2639 

PASSED: __ ~A~P~R~I=L~1~6,~2=0~1=2 ________ __ 

~~,SPEAKER 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

APPROVED this ~day of I#Ja I 

BILL HASLAM, GOVERNOR 

RON RAMSEY 
F THE SENATE 

2012 


