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By Representatives Larry Miller, Gamper, Cooper, Nalfeh, Lois DeBerry, John DeBerry,
Armstrong, Fitzhugh, McGormick, Towns, Coley, Richardson, Kernell, Lollar, Todd,
Moore, Pruitt, Harmon, Pitts, Johnnie Turner, lVlcDonald, Shaw, Sontany, l-lardaway,
McManus, Parkinson, White, Harry Brooks, Alexander, Bass, Brown, Campbell, Carr,
Casada, Cobb, Curtiss, Dean, Dennis, Dunn, Elarn, Eldridge, Evans, Faison, Favors,
Floyd, Ford, Forgety, Gilmore, Gotto, Halford, Hall, Harrison, Hawk, Haynes, Hensley, Hill,
Gurtis Johnson, Phillip Johnson, Sherry Jones, Keisling, Lundberg, Maggaft, Marsh,
Matheny, Matlock, McDaniel, Don lllliller, Montgomery, Niceley, Odorn, Powers, Rarnsey,
Rich, Roach, Sanderson, Sargent, Sexton, Shepard, Shipley, Sparks, Stewart, Swann,
Tidwell, Tindell, Mike Turner, Watson, Weaver, Ryan Williams, Kent Williams, Windle,
Wirgau, Womick and Madam Speaker Harwel!

. and

Senators Marrero, Ford, Kelsey, Kyle, Norris, Tate, Barnes, Beavers, Bell, Berke, Burks,
Campfield, Growe, Faulk, Finney, Gresham, l'larper, Haynes, Henry, Herron, Johnson,
Ketron, McNally, Overbey, Roberts, Southerland, Stewart, Summerville, Tracy, Watson,
Woodson, Yager and Mr. Speaker Ramsey

A RESOLUTION io congratulate Ðooker T. Washingion l-iigh School upon being named
the winner of the 201 1 Race to the Top High Schooi Coi"nmencernent Challenge.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should pause to speciaily recognize
those high schools that, through their unflagging commitment io excellence, seek to create ancj

maintain an educational environment in which the students of this State can thrive, brinEing
national acclaim and recognition to the Staie oíTennessee; ancj

WHEREAS, such an exemplary high school is Booker T. Washington High Schooi in
Memphis, which was recently personally selected by President Barack Obama as the winner of
the 2011 Race to the Top High School Commencemeni Challenge, and

WHEREAS, as the winning high schooi, the graciuating Class of 2A11 ai Booker T.

Washington High School will enjoy the prestigious honor of having President Barack Obama as
their commencemeni speaker for their graduation; and

WHEREAS, competing againsi high schoois across the NJation, Bocker T. Washington
High School was one of six national finallsts selecteC io participate in a public, on-iine voting
round ofthe contest that saw over 100,000 individual voters view student-proCuced videos and

short essays about their school; and

WHEREAS, receiving support frorn across Tennessee and ihroughout the Nation,

Booker T. Washington High School advanced to the final round of the compeiiiion, needing oniy

one more vote to win - that of ihe President oí the United Staies of America: and

WHEREAS, on May 1O,2011 , the Whíte House announced thai Pi'esident Barack
Obama had chosen Booker T. Washingion l-f igh School as ihe 2011 Race to the Top High

School Commencemeni Challenger winnei' and thai he will be traveling io Mernphis to speak at

their 2011 graduation commencement; and

wHEREAS, in his selection announcemeni, P¡'esident obama said, "Booker T.

Washington High School proves what can be accornplished when students, teachers, parents,

and administrators come together to support achievement in the classroom..."; and

WHEREAS, Booker T. Washington High Schooi's mission !s for all siudents to beco¡¡e
equipped with ihe intellectual, technoiogical, and social skills thai will aliow them to exceed ihe
expectations of State and National siandards; and
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WHEREAS, Memphis' oldest high school created for African-Amerìcen siuclenis during
segregation, Booker T. Washington High Schco! gi'aduaied two genei'ations oí African-A:"nerican
leaders who led the fight for civil rights both in Memphis anc nationaliy; and

WHEREAS, tragically, the acacjemic fortunes of Bookei'T. Washìngtcn High School
deteriorated as the neighborhood declined and local public housing becarne, according to an

editorial in The Commercial Appeal, centers of generatlcnal poverty, i-ropelessness, anci crime -
all factors thai hurt children's educationa! aitalnment; and

WHEREAS, taking on the challenge, Principal Alìsha Kiner and ihe siudents of Booker
T. Washington High School are changing that dynamic and have made impressive gains in

student scores on statewide exams and studeni graduation rates, which have gone from 60.4%
in 2009 to 8'1.6% in 2010; and

WHEREAS, the faculty, staff, and administratisn have devoted countless hours and
utilized their invaluable talenis in an effort io make Bcoker T. Washington Fiigh School a beacon
of excellence in the educational comrnunity oí Tei':nessee; and

WHEREAS, such a once in a lifeiinne oaportunity, to host the Presldent of tne Un;ted
States of America, will truly be an inspirational end memoiable event ícr ihe Booker i.
Washington High School Class of 2011 and fcr ail i,relr feiiow siudents in a:tenciance; now
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT|VES OF THE ONE HUNDRED
SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE CF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE
CONCURRING, that we honor and ccngratulate Booker T. Vdasnington High Schocl uoon being
selected by President Barack Obama as ihe winner oi the 2ûi 1 Race tc the Top High Schooi
Commencement Challenge and extend our best wishes to P:"incipal Aiisha Kiner, the students,
faculty, staif, and administration of Booker T. Washington High Schooi.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, ihai an appropriate ccpy cf this resoir-¡tion be prepared
for presentation with this final clause omitied irom such cop¡'.
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