SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 649

By Senators Southerland, Beavers, Crowe, Overbey, Tracy, Bell, Bowling, Burks, Campfield,
Dickerson, Finney, Ford, Gardenhire, Green, Gresham, Haile, Harper, Henry, Hensley,
Johnson, Kelsey, Ketron, Kyle, Massey, McNally, Niceley, Norris, Stevens, Summerville, Tate,
Watson, Yager, Mr. Speaker Ramsey

and

Representatives Dale Carr, Evans, Akbari, Armstrong, Bailey, Harry Brooks, Calfee, Camper,
Joe Carr, Carter, Casada, Coley, Dean, Dennis, Doss, Dunn, Durham, Eldridge, Faison,
Farmer, Favors, Fitzhugh, Floyd, Forgety, Gilmore, Goins, Halford, Hall, Hardaway, Harrison,
Hawk, Haynes, Matthew Hill, Timothy Hill, Holt, Jernigan, Curtis Johnson, Gloria Johnson,
Jones, Kane, Keisling, Lamberth, Littleton, Lollar, Love, Lundberg, Lynn, Marsh, Matheny,
Matlock, McCormick, McDaniel, McManus, Miller, Mitchell, Moody, Odom, Parkinson, Pitts,
Powell, Ramsey, Rich, Rogers, Sanderson, Sexton, Shaw, Shepard, Shipley, Sparks, Spivey,
Stewart, Swann, Tidwell, Todd, Travis, Mike Turner, Van Huss, Watson, Weaver, Dawn White,
Mark White, Kent Williams, Ryan Williams, Windle, Wirgau, Madam Speaker Harwell

A RESOLUTION to recognize the Tennessee Division of Forestry on the celebration of its 100th
anniversary.

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that this General Assembly recognize those state government
agencies and their employees who, through their dedication and industry, contribute to the welfare
and success of the State of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Department of Agriculture Division of Forestry is one such
agency, and it is celebrating one hundred years of service to the State of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Forestry originated from the statute for the State Geologic Survey
which commissioned "an investigation of forest, streams and water powers of the state"; on February
17, 1914, the Geological Commission established a Forestry Division, and on September 1, 1914,
with a focus on wildfire control and reforestation, the first state forester began work; and

WHEREAS, today the Division of Forestry oversees Tennessee's fourteen million acres of
forest, which covers fifty-two percent of the State; under the stewardship of the Division of Forestry,
Tennessee's forests provide the benefits of wildlife habitats, timber production, recreation, air and
water quality, energy conservation, carbon sequestration, enhanced property values, storm water
control, and natural heritage; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Forestry supports reforestation efforts by providing quality,
affordable tree seedlings to Tennessee landowners and optimizing the genetics of tree seedlings to
maximize productivity; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Forestry works with businesses and landowners to extend forest
resource utilization, facilitate the marketing of timber and wood products, and promote healthy and
renewable forestry practices; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Division of Forestry protects our forests from wildfire and pests,
safeguards our water quality, and promotes sustainable forest management so that the citizens of
Tennessee can rely on the bounty of Tennessee's forests for generations to come; and

WHEREAS, the beauty and natural resources of Tennessee's forests have been
safeguarded by the Tennessee Division of Forestry for the last century, and that legacy should be
specially recognized; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED EIGHTH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CONCURRING, that we honor and celebrate the one hundred years of faithful service of the
Tennessee Department of Agriculture Division of Forestry and its employees, past and present, and
reflect on the vital contributions the Division of Forestry has made to the forests of Tennessee.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared for
presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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