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PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 523 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1242 

By Representatives Van Huss, Mitchell 

Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 1181 

By Senator Crowe 

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 55, Chapter 1 O and Title 55, 
Chapter 12, relative to vehicle accidents. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 55-10-102, is amended by deleting 
subsections (a) and (b) and by substituting instead the following: 

(a) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident shall immediately stop the 
vehicle at the scene of the accident or as close to the scene of the accident as possible 
or shall return to and in any event remain at the scene of the accident. After all parties 
have determined and agreed that there is only damage to the vehicles and no suspected 
injury of any kind to drivers or passengers, all parties shall remain at the scene of the 
accident until the requirements of§ 55-10-103 have been met. The stop shall be made 
without obstructing traffic more than is necessary. The requirements of this subsection 
(a) apply to accidents occurring upon highways and the premises of any shopping 
center, trailer park, or apartment house complex, or any other premises that are 
generally frequented by the public at large. 

(b) 

(1) Any person failing to stop or to comply with the requirements of 
subsection (a) under those circumstances, in which damage done to vehicles or 
property not owned or operated by the person charged with a violation of this 
section does not exceed five hundred dollars ($500) or would appear to a 
reasonable person not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500), commits a Class B 
misdemeanor and may be punished pursuant to § 55-10-301 (b). 

(2) Any person failing to stop or to comply with the requirements of 
subsection (a) under those circumstances, in which damage done to vehicles or 
property not owned or operated by the person charged with a violation of this 
section exceeds five hundred dollars ($500) or would appear to a reasonable 
person to exceed five hundred dollars ($500), commits a Class A misdemeanor 
and in addition thereto may be punished pursuant to§ 55-10-101 (c). 

(3) In addition to the penalties listed in subdivisions (b)(1) and (2), the 
commissioner of safety shall suspend the driver license or nonresident motor 
vehicle operating privilege of any person failing to stop or to comply with the 
requirements of subsection (a) under those circumstances, if the person is also 
not in compliance with the Tennessee Financial Responsibility Law, compiled in 
chapter 12 of this title. Any suspension under this subdivision (b )(3) shall be for a 
minimum of one (1) year. Notice of the suspension of the driver license shall be 
sent by United States mail not less than twenty (20) days prior to the effective 
date of suspension. The notice shall state that the person is entitled to an 
administrative hearing held by the commissioner of safety, or the commissioner's 
designee, pursuant to a request under § 55-12-103(a). A person whose motor 
vehicle operating privileges have been so suspended may obtain restoration of 
driving privileges by paying a restoration fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to the 
commissioner of safety following the expiration of the suspension period. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015, the public welfare requiring it. 
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