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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 154

By Senators Massey, Jackson, Kelsey, Briggs

and

Representative Lamberth

A RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to Article ll and Article lll of the Constitution of
Tennessee, relative to the exercise of the powers and duties of the Governor during
disability.

WHEREAS, the welfare and stability of the State are best served if a qualified person with
governmental experience is immediately available to assume the powers and duties of the office of
Governor when the Governor is unable to do so; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CONCURRING, that a majority of all the members of each house concurring, as shown by the yeas
and nays entered on their journals, that it is proposed that Article lll, Section 12 of the Constitution of
Tennessee be amended by adding the following language immediately following the current
language in the Section:

Whenever the Governor transmits to the Secretary of State, the Speaker of the
Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, a written, signed declaration that
the Governor is unable to discharge the powers and duties of the office, the powers and
duties of the office of Governor shall be temporarily discharged by the Speaker of the Senate
as Acting Governor, or if that office is unoccupied, then by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives as Acting Governor, until the Governor transmits to the same officials a
written, signed declaration that the Governor is able to discharge the powers and duties of
the office.

Whenever a majority of the commissioners of administrative departments of the
Executive Department transmits to the Secretary of State, the Speaker of the Senate, and
the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written, signed declaration that the
Governor is unable to discharge the powers and duties of the office, the Speaker of the
Senate shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting Governor, or
if that office is unoccupied, then the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall
immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting Governor, until the
Governor transmits to the same officials a written, signed declaration that the Governor is
able to discharge the powers and duties of the office.

Whenever a Speaker is temporarily discharging the powers and duties of the office of
Governor as Acting Governor, such Speaker shall not be required to resign the Speaker's
position as the Speaker or to resign as a member of the general assembly and shall retain
the Speaker's salary and not receive the Governor's salary, but such Speaker shall not
preside as Speaker or vote as a member of the general assembly during the time the
Speaker is Acting Govemor.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is proposed that Article lll, Section 13 of the
Constitution of Tennessee be amended by adding ihe'following language immediately before the
period at the end of the Section:

except as provided in Article lll, Section 12 with regard to the Speaker of the Senate or the
Speaker of the House of Representatives temporarily discharging the powers and duties of
the office of Governor as Acting Governor
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BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is proposed that Article ll, Section 26 of the Constitution
of Tennessee be amended by adding the following language at the end of the Section:

This seclion shall not apply with regard to the Speaker of the Senate or the Speaker
of the House of Representatives temporarily discharging the powers and duties of the office
of Governor as Acting Governor underArticle lll, Section 12.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the foregoing be referred to the One Hundred Twelfth
General Assembly and that this resolution proposing such amendment be published in accordance
with Article Xl, section 3 of the constitution of the state of rennessee.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the clerk of the Senate is directed to deliver a copy of this
resolution to the Secretary of State.
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SENATE JOTNT RESOLUTTON NO. 154

ADOPTED: May 2,2019

RANDY McNALLY
OF THE SENATE

GLEN CASADA, SPEAKER
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES



TENNESSEE SENATE 

RUSSELL A. HUMPI IREY 

Cl-f[EF CLERK 

The Honorable Tre Hargett 
Secretary of State 
First Floor, State Capitol 
600 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. 
Nashville, TN 37243 

Dear Secretary Hargett: 

May 13, 2019 

RANDY MCNALLY 

LT GOVERNOR 

SPt::A KJ.:: ~ F TH E SENATF. 
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Enclosed is a copy of Senate Joint Resolution No. 154, a resolution to propose an 
amendment to the Constitution of Tennessee to provide for the exercise of powers and 
duties of the governor during disability. 

Senate Joint Resolution No. 154 was read by the Senate of the One Hundred 
Eleventh General Assembly of the State of Tennessee for the first time on April 15, 2019, 
for the second time on April 17, 20 I 9, and for the third and final time on April 18, 2019, 
and was thereupon adopted by the Senate. 

Senate Joint Resolution No. 154 was read by the House of Representatives of the 
One Hundred Eleventh General Assembly of the State of Tennessee for the first time on 
April 24, 2019, for the second time on April 29, 2019, and for the third and final time on 
May 2, 2019. and was thereupon concurred in by the House of Representatives. 

Senate Joint Resolution No. 154 was signed by the Speaker of the Senate on May 
9, 2019, and by the Speaker of the House of Representatives on May 10, 20 19. 

As directed in the Resolution, r am transmitting herewith a copy of Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 154 to you. With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Russell A. Humphrey 

Chief Clerk of the Senate 
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