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STATE OF TENNESSEE

EXECUTIVE ORDER

BY THE GOVERNOR

No. 1

AN ORDER REQUIRING A STATEMENT OF RURAL IMPACT AND
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR BETTER SERVING RURAL TENNESSEANS FROM
ALL EXECUTIVE BRANCH DEPARTMENTS

WHEREAS, this Administration recognizes that Tennessee’s economic growth and
prosperity has reached historic levels; and

WHEREAS, despite such growth and prosperity, Tennessee’s rural citizens face
challenges unique to their geography that often require a unique response, including:

15 of Tennessee’s rural counties qualify as economically distressed, ranking
among the nation’s 10% most distressed counties based upon an annual index of
unemployment, income, and poverty; and

Health outcomes remain a challenge for rural communities, including shortages in
access to primary care; and

Educational attainment and labor workforce participation are continuing to lag
within our rural communities; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of this Administration to ensure that all Tennesseans are
efficiently and effectively served by their government; and

WHEREAS, this Administration recognizes that achieving this policy will require a
continued focus on the unique challenges and responses for rural Tennesseans.

NOW THEREFORE, I, Bill Lee, Governor of the State of Tennessee, by virtue of the
power and authority vested in me by the Tennessee Constitution and the laws of Tennessee, do
hereby declare that it is the unwavering policy of the Executive Branch to remain accountable for
how its policies impact rural Tennesseans. Accordingly, I hereby direct and order that:











