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STATE OF TENNESSEE

EXECUTIVE ORDER

BY THE GOVERNOR

No. 13

AN EMERGENCY ORDER SUSPENDING PROVISIONS OF CERTAIN LAWS
AND RULES IN ORDER TO PROVIDE RELIEF TO VICTIMS OF SEVERE
WEATHER AND TORNADOES IN TENNESSEE

WHEREAS, on March 3, 2020, severe weather, including tornadoes and straight-line
winds, affected significant portions of the State and caused substantial damage and destruction,
resulted in loss of life, and threatened public safety, and these severe weather conditions continue
to affect the lives and property of Tennesseans; and

WHEREAS, at least 24 people in four counties have lost their lives as a result of this
catastrophic weather event, and many others have been injured or suffered significant property
damage; and

WHEREAS, many residents of, and visitors to, the affected areas have evacuated their
homes or places of lodging and are seeking temporary refuge in other locations within the State;
and

WHEREAS, local, state, and federal agencies and other organizations are engaged in relief
efforts throughout the affected region; and

WHEREAS, to facilitate the relief efforts, on March 3, 2020, a state of emergency was
effectuated under Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 58-2-107(b)(1)(B); and

WHEREAS, the severe weather impacts, as well as the relief efforts in response thereto,
are expected to persist for several weeks; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 58-2-107(¢e)(1), provides that during a
state of emergency, the Governor is authorized to “[s]uspend any law, order, rule or regulation
prescribing the procedures for conduct of state business or the orders or rules or regulations of any
state agency, if strict compliance with any such law, order, rule, or regulation would in any way
prevent, hinder, or delay necessary action in coping with the emergency;” and





















