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AMENDMENT/NEW 

AMEND the rules of the State Board of Education Chapter 0520-07-01 Non-Public Schools Administrative Rules, 
by revising Rule sections .01 , .02, and .03, and by creating a new Rule section .04 titled Reporting and Monitoring 
Requirements, and by amending the Table of Contents to reflect the new Rule section .04, so that as amended, 
the revised Chapter and Table of Contents shall read: 

RULES 

OF 
THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

CHAPTER 0520-07-01 
NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

0520-07-01-.03 Student Transfers 0520-07-01-.01 

0520-07-01-.02 

Creation of the Advisory Council 
for Non-Public Schools 0520-07-01-.04 Reporting and Monitoring Requirements 
Repository for Permanent Records 

0520-07-01-.01 CREATION OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

(1) The Commissioner of Education ("Commissioner") shall appoint a nine (9) member Advisory Council for 
Non-Public Schools to advise the Department of Education ("Department") on policies relating to non
public school administration. 

(2) The term of each council member shall be for three (3) years, and members may be re-appointed. If a 
member resigns their position, the Commissioner shall appoint a new member to serve for the remainder 
of the unexpired term. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201, 49-1-302, 49-50-801, and 49-6-3001. Administrative History: Original rule fifed 
April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and new rule filed March 16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. 
Amendments filed March 24, 2017; effective June 22, 2017. 

0520-07-01-.02 REPOSITORY FOR PERMANENT RECORDS. 

(1) Category I, II, 111, and V private schools and Category IV church-related schools (defined in State Board 
Rules Chapter 0520-07-02) which cease operation shall place their student academic and attendance 
records with the local public school district where the school was located. Schools Which merge, 
consolidate, or undergo change of ownership may deposit their records with the continuing school rather 
than the local public school district. Category 11 , Ill and IV schools shall also send a copy of student 
academic and attendance records to the school's accrediting or membership agency, if required by the 
agency. These records may be maintained electronically. 

(2) Category I, II, Ill, and V private schools and Category IV church-related schools which cease operation 
shall notify the Director of Schools of the public school district where the school was located and the 
Department utilizing the closing form provided by the Department. 

(3) Category I, II , Ill, and V private schools and Category IV church-related schools which cease operation 
shall give adequate public notice of the location of student records, by publicizing the name and address 
of the receiver of records in a local newspaper, on the school's website (if applicable), and by sending 
written communication by electronic or post mail to all parents of enrolled students, with a copy submitted 
to the Department. This notice shall be given at least thirty (30) days prior to the school's last day in 
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operation. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201, 49-1-302, 49-50-801, and 49-6-3001. Administrative History: Original rule filed 
April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and new rule filed March 16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. 
Amendments filed March 24, 2017; effective June 22, 2017. 

0520-07-01-.03 STUDENT TRANSFERS. 

(1) Students who transfer among public schools and, Category I, 11, or Ill private schools shall be granted 
credit for completed work. 

(2) The school which the student leaves must supply a certified transcript showing the student's record of 
attendance, achievement, and the units of credit earned. To be certified, a transcript must be sent by the 
custodian of records at the student's former school to the requesting school with a signed certification 
acknowledging the accuracy of the transcript. The parent or guardian of the student shall be notified by 
the school that the transcript is being sent. However, this rule shall not be construed as to supersede any 
contractual obligation of parents with the private or church-related school (e.g., withholding of grades 
until all tuition/fees are paid). 

(3) Local boards of education and public charter schools shall not prohibit or impede the transfer of a student 
from a Category IV church-related school, Category V private school, or a home school to a public school 
of this state. Local boards of education and public charter schools may, however, place students 
transferring from a Category IV church-related school, Category V private school, or home school to a 
public school in a grade level and confer credit for courses based upon the student's performance on a 
test administered by the local board or public charter school for that purpose. If a local board of 
education or public charter school requires a test for purposes of grade placement or conferring credit, 
such requirement shall be set forth in the local board of education or public charter school's policy and 
shall require notice to parents of a student transferring from a Category IV church-related school, 
Category V private school, or home school of the testing options and requirements set forth below: 

(a) If a local board of education or public charter school administers a test to students transferring 
from a Category IV church-related school, Category V private school, or home school to a public 
school, students shall be allowed credit only when they have passed comprehensive written 
examinations approved, administered, and graded by the principal or designee of the public 
school. If requested by the parent or guardian, the LEA or public charter school shall accept 
student scores from a nationally standardized achievement test as a substitute for the required 
comprehensive written examinations in subjects covered by the nationally standardized 
achievement test for purposes of grade placement and conferring credit. 

(b) The examination administered to students in grades one through eight (1-8) shall cover only the 
last grade completed. 

(c) The examinations administered to students in grades nine through twelve (9-12) shall cover the 
individual subjects appearing on the certified transcripts. The examination for graduation 
requirement subjects shall only cover the last course completed by the student (for example, if a 
student has completed English I, II, and Ill, the examination shall only cover English Ill). 

(d) The parent of a home school student is authorized to transmit transcripts of a student to any 
school to which the student transfers or applies for admission when the records are requested by 
the receiving school. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201, 49-1-302, 49-50-801, 49-6-3050 and 49-6-3001. Administrative History: 
Original rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and new rule filed March 16, 1992; effective 
June 29, 1992. Repeal and new rule filed December 28, 2005; effective April 28, 2006. Amendments filed March 
24, 2017; effective June 22, 2017. 
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0520-07-01-.04 REPORTING AND MONITORING REQUIREMENTS. 

(1) The Department shall develop reporting procedures for Category I, 11, 111, and V private schools and 
Category IV church-related schools and shall establish corresponding deadlines for submission of 
required reports to the Department. 

(2) Category I and V private schools ahd Category IV church-related schools approved by the State Board 
pursuant to T.CA § 49-50-801{e)(1) and State Board rule 0520-07-02-.05(2) may be subject to 
monitoring conducted by the Department to ensure compliance with this Chapter, State Board rules 
Chapter 0520-07-02, and any state or federal laws applicable to the school. The Department shall 
develop a monitoring guidebook setting forth the monitoring process which shall be posted on the 
Department's website. 

(3) Monitoring of Category II and Ill private schools and Category IV church-related schools that are 
approved by an accrediting or membership agency set forth in this Rule shall be conducted by the 
school's accrediting or membership agency to ensure compliance with this Chapter, State Board Rules 
Chapter 0520-07-02, any state or federal laws applicable to the school, as well as accreditation or 
membership standards of the agency. However, at any time the Department may require documentation 
from the accrediting or membership agency regarding the monitoring of any of the agency's schools. If 
the Department becomes aware of potential non-compliance with this Chapter, State Board Rules 
Chapter 0520-07-02, and/or any state or federal laws applicable to the school, notice shall be sent to the 
school and the accrediting or membership agency regarding the non-compliance and shall be addressed 
by the accrediting or membership agency in accordance with requirements for accrediting or membership 
agencies set forth in State Board Rules Chapter 0520-07-02. The Department may conduct an on-site 
visit to a school to verify that compliance has been established, in consultation with the accrediting or 
membership agency. 

(4) Category 11, Ill , and IV accrediting and membership agencies shall publish accreditatlon policies and lists 
of all accredited and/or member schools on a publicly available website. Category II, Ill and IV 
accrediting and membership agencies shall also submit an updated list of all accredited or member 
schools annually to the Department by the deadline established by the Department. Category 11 , Ill and 
IV accrediting agencies shall also notify the Department of any schools that are added or removed from 
the agency's list of accredited or member schools within ten {10) business days of the addition or 
removal. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201, 49-1-302, 49-50-801, and 49-6-3001. Administrative History: 
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AMENDMENT 

AMEND the rules of the State Board of Education Chapter 0520-07-02 Non-Public School Approval Process, so 
that as amended, the revised Chapter and Table of Contents shall read: 

0520-07-02-.01 
0520-07-02-.02 

0520-07-02-.03 
0520-07-02-.04 
0520-07-02-.05 

RULES 

OF 
THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

CHAPTER 0520-07-02 
NON-PUBLIC SCHOOL APPROVAL PROCESS 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Categories 
Category I: Department of Education 
Approval 
Category II: Agency Accreditation 
Category Ill: Regional Accreditation 
Category IV: Church-Related Schools 

0520-07-02-.06 

0520-07-02-.07 
0520-07-02-.08 
0520-07-02-.09 

Category V: Registered for 
Operation 
Repealed 
Repealed 
Reserved 

0520-07-02-.01 CATEGORIES. 

(1) There shall be six (6) types of non-public schools in Tennessee as set forth in this Chapter: Categories 
I, II, 111, and V private schools, Category IV church-related schools, and independent home schools. 

(2) Pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-6-3001, Category I, 11, Ill, and V private schools, Category IV church-related 
schools, and independent home schools as defined in T.C.A. § 49-6-3050 satisfy the compulsory school 
attendance requirements for students who are ages six (6) through seventeen (17), inclusive. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201, 49-1-302, 49-50-801, 49-6-3001, and 49-6-3050. Administrative History: (For 
history prior to June 1987, see pages ii-iii) . New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and 
new rule filed March 16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. Amendment filed December 19, 2002; to be effective 
April 30, 2003; however, on April 29, 2003, the State Board of Education stayed amendment to 0520-07-02-
.01 (1 )(f) until June 28, 2003. Amendment to become effective June 28, 2003. Repeal and new rule filed 
December 28, 2005; effective April 28, 2006. Amendment filed February 20, 2008; effective June 27, 2008. 
Repeal and new rule filed July 29, 2011; effective December 29, 2011. Amendments filed August 11, 2017; 
effective November 9, 2017. 

0520-07-02-.02 CATEGORY I: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION APPROVAL. 

(1) Category I schools are schools approved individually by the Department of Education ("Department"). 
Special purpose schools that address a student's education while receiving short-term medical or 
transient care may also be approved as Category I special purpose schools. 

(2) A school seeking approval as a Category I school shall submit an application for approval to the 
Department on a form developed by the Department and meet any deadlines for application 
established by the Department. 

(3) The criteria for approval as a Category I school shall include the following: 

(a) Attendance. 

1. Each school shall comply with the requirements of T.C.A. § 49-6-3007 regarding the 
reporting of the names, ages, and addresses of all pupils in attendance to the Director 
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of Schools for the public school district in which the student resides. 

2. Each school shall ensure students entering Kindergarten have reached five (5) years 
of age on or before August 15 pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-6-201(b)(3), unless the principal 
or head of school finds through evaluation and testing, at the request of the parent or 
legal guardian, that a child who is five (5) on or before September 30 is sufficiently 
mature emotionally and academically to enter Kindergarten and the school has a 
policy permitting testing by the principal or head of school to obtain early admission to 
Kindergarten. 

3. Each school shall have at least ten (10) full-time school-age students enrolled each 
school year. 

(b) Facilities, Health, and Safety. 

1. Each school shall comply with all laws, rules and regulations, and codes of the city, 
county, and state regarding planning of new buildings, alterations and health and 
safety. 

2. Each school shall observe all fire safety regulations and procedures promulgated by 
the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office. 

3. Each school shall conduct at least one (1) fire safety Inspection annually based on the 
fire safety inspection checklist developed by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office and 
maintain copies of the inspection reports, including findings of non-compliance and 
actions taken to comply for review by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office and the 
Department. 

4. Each school shall construct, remodel, renovate, expand, or modify school buildings or 
other structures in accordance with any state and/or federal requirements applicable to 
the school regarding building accessibility, which may include, but is not limited to, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

5. Each principal or head of school shall comply with the requirements of Department of 
Health rules and, subject to any applicable exemptions set forth in state law or 
Department of Health rules. 

6. Each school shall conduct criminal history records check prior to employment for any 
person applying for or holding a position as a teacher or any other position requiring 
proximity to school children. Criminal history records checks shall also be required for 
any person or employee of the person, corporation, or other entity who contracts with 
a school and who will have direct contact with school children or access to the 
grounds of the school when children are present. The criminal history records check 
shall be fingerprint based or social security number based and shall also include a 
check of the Tennessee and National Sex Offender Registries and the Tennessee 
Department of Health Abuse Registry. Schools may also search the Tennessee 
educator licensure database (TNCompass) to determine if an applicant for a teaching 
position or any other position requiring proximity to school children has had a 
Tennessee educator license suspended or revoked for misconduct. 

(c) Curriculum and Graduation. 

1. The instructional program shall include, but not be limited to, the areas of English 
language arts, mathematics, social studies, and science. Additionally, schools are 
encouraged to offer art, music, health and physical education, and world language. 

2. Each school shall use textbooks and instructional materials that adequately cover all 
subjects in the school's instructional program. 

3. Each high school shall adopt a graduation requirements policy requiring students to 
earn at least the minimum number of total credits required for graduation set by the 
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State Board in Rule 0520-01-03-.06. The school's policy shall also require students to 
achieve the required minimum number of credits set by the State Board in Rule 0520-
01-03-.06 in the subjects of English language arts, mathematics, science, and social 
studies. This provision shall not be construed as requiring the same courses in the 
subjects of English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies that are 
required for public schools. The school shall determine the additional subject areas 
and credits necessary for graduation from high school as set forth in the school's 
graduation requirements policy to meet or exceed the minimum total number of credits 
set by the State Board in Rule 0520-01-03-.06. 

4. At least once every school year, each school shall give a nationally standardized 
achievement test covering the areas of English language arts and mathematics to 
each student in third (3rd ) through eleventh (11 th) grades; the results must be 
communicated to teachers and parents and kept as part of the student's permanent 
record. Examples of nationally standardized achievement tests include ACT/SAT and 
benchmark assessments. Schools may identify alternate assessments for students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 

(d) Teacher Licensure and Evaluation. 

1. Each school shall ensure that all teachers and principals possess an active 
Tennessee educator license as provided in State Board Rules Chapter 0520-02-03. 

2. Each school shall develop procedures for the annual evaluation of all teachers and 
principals in accordance with State Board Evaluations Rule 0520-02-01-.15. 

3. Teaching experience shall count towards years of experience in the Department's 
Educator Data Management System. 

4. Each school shall provide a sufficient number of appropriately qualified administrators, 
supervisors, and other personnel, which may include, but is not limited to, librarians 
and school counselors, for the student body served. 

(e) Administrative Rules. 

1. Each school shall maintain an operating schedule that includes the minimum number 
of instructional days (180) and minimum number of hours per day (6 ½) required of 
public schools. In accordance with T.C.A. § 49-6-3004, a school that exceeds the 
required six and one-half (6 ½) hours of instructional time per day for the full academic 
year shall be credited with the additional instructional time in amounts up to, but not 
exceeding, thirteen (13) instructional days each school year. Such excess instructional 
time shall be used in accordance with T.C.A. § 49-6-3004(e)(1 ). Schools that are 
unable to meet the required 180 instructional day requirement due to natural disaster 
or serious outbreak of illness affecting or endangering students or staff during the 
school year may request a waiver of the minimum instructional day requirement from 
the Commissioner. 

2. Each school shall comply with all applicable state and federal laws prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis of disability, including but not limited to the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

3. Each school shall develop and implement a written policy on promotion and retention. 
The written policy shall be communicated to students and parents via the school 
handbook. 

4. Each school shall ensure that class sizes do not exceed the class size maximums for 
public schools set forth in state law. 

5. Each school shall maintain complete and accurate permanent records of the following 
for all students; attendance, disciplinary matters, work completed while enrolled at the 
school, and promotion or retention determinations. 
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6. Each school shall provide periodic reports of student needs and academic progress to 
parents or legal guardians during each school year. 

7. Any school seeking approval of a pre-K program shall satisfy the standards for 
infant/toddler, preschool, and school-age extended care programs outlined in State 
Board Rules Chapter 0520-12-01. 

(4) The criteria for approval as a Category I Special Purpose school shall include the criteria listed in 
Paragraph (3) of this Rule in addition to the following: 

(a) Compliance with the following laws and Rules, as applicable: 

1. T.C.A. § 49-6-3023 and State Board of Education Rules Chapter 0520-01-12 
regarding students incarcerated in juvenile detention centers; 

2. T.C.A. § 49-3-370 and State Board of Education Rules Chapter 0520-01-20 regarding 
students admitted to licensed residential mental health treatment facilities; and/or 

3. T.C.A. § 49-3-308 and State Board of Education Rules Chapter 0520-01-15 regarding 
students admitted to court-ordered day treatment facilities. 

(b) Category I Special Purpose schools shall be deemed appropriate placement sites for educator 
candidates seeking specialized clinical placements. 

(5) Monitoring and Revocation. 

(a) Category I and Category I Special Purpose schools shall report all required data annually to 
the Department as required by State Board Rule 0520-07-01-.04 and in any Department
provided procedures. 

(b) The Department shall notify a school of non-compliance with this Rule, State Board Rules 
Chapter 0520-07-01, and any applicable state or federal laws and establish a deadline by 
which the school shall show evidence of compliance. If the school does not come into 
compliance by the specified deadline, the Department may revoke approval of the school after 
providing notice of revocation to the school. Revocation of approval shall take effect at the end 
of the school year in which the non-compliance was reported to the school, or on another date 
identified by the Department. 

1. A school may appeal the revocation decision. Appeals must be submitted to the 
Department within fourteen (14) calendar days of the Department electronically 
sending the notice of revocation that is being appealed. The day that the Department 
sends the notice of revocation shall not count as part of the fourteen (14) calendar 
days. The Commissioner or Commissioner's Designee shall make a determination and 
issue an electronic notification to the appealing party within forty-five (45) calendar 
days of receiving the appeal. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201, 49-1-302, 49-6-101, 49-6-3001, 49-6-3004, and 49-50-801. Administrative 
History: (For history prior to June 1987, see pages ii-iii). New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. 
Repealed and new rule filed March 16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. Amendment filed October 29, 
2008; effective February 28, 2009. Repeal and new rule filed July 29, 2011; effective December 29, 2011. 
Amendment filed March 24, 2014; effective August 29, 2014. Amendments filed August 11, 2017; effective 
November 9, 2017. 

0520-07-02-.03 CATEGORY II: AGENCY ACCREDITATION. 

(1) Category II schools are approved by an agency whose ability to accredit schools in Tennessee is 
approved by the State Board. The Department shall review and recommend to the State Board for 
approval a list of private school accrediting agencies. Agencies approved by the State Board to 
accredit Category II private schools shall be listed in State Board Policy 3.500. Agencies seeking 
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approval by the State Board shall submit an application to the Department and meet all requirements 
set forth in this Rule to be recommended for approval. 

(a) Home schools that may affiliate with an approved agency are not approvable under this 
category. 

(2) Procedures for Application and Approval of a Category II Private School Accrediting Agency. 

(a) An agency seeking approval as a Category II private school accrediting agency shall submit 
an application to the Department on a form developed by the Department and meet any 
deadlines for application established by the Department. 

(b) The Department shall review the completed application of the agency with respect to the 
criteria for approval set forth in this Rule and recommend to the State Board that the 
application be approved or denied. The applicant agency may address the State Board at the 
time its application is being considered by the Board by providing notice to the Board of its 
request to speak in accordance with State Board Policy 1 .400. 

(3) Probationary Approval and Revocation of Approval. 

(a) A State Board approved Category II accrediting agency is approved for a period of five (5) 
years, unless the agency's approval is revoked as set forth in this Rule during the five (5) year 
approval period. At the expiration of the five (5) year approval period, approved agencies shall 
re-apply for approval if the agency seeks to continue as an approved Category II accrediting 
agency. Applications will not be considered mid-cycle. 

(b) The Department shall notify an agency of non-compliance with this Rule or the non
compliance of any of its accredited schools located in Tennessee with this Rule, State Board 
Rules Chapter 0520-07-01, and any applicable state or federal laws and establish a deadline 
by which the agency shall show evidence of compliance. If the agency does not come into 
compliance by the specified deadline, the Department may provide notice to the agency of 
intent to recommend to the State Board that the agency be placed on probationary approval 
status. 

(c) If the Department recommends to the State Board that the agency be placed on probationary 
approval, the Department shall provide to the State Board: 

1. Information regarding the non-compliance; 

2. Reasons supporting the recommendation to place the agency on probationary 
approval; and 

3. All notices provided to the agency regarding non-compliance and responses of the 
agency. 

(d) Representatives of the agency may request to speak at the State Board meeting at which the 
recommendation for probationary approval is under consideration pursuant to State Board 
Policy 1 .400. 

(e) If the State Board votes to place the agency on probationary approval status, the agency shall 
submit a corrective action plan to the Department. If the agency successfully completes the 
terms of the corrective action plan, the Department shall bring a recommendation to the State 
Board that the agency be removed from probationary approval status and restored to full 
approval. Any agency that is restored to full approval after being placed on probationary 
approval status will still be required to re-apply for full approval at the expiration of its initial five 
(5) year approval period. If the agency does not successfully complete the terms of the 
corrective action plan, the Department shall bring a recommendation that the State Board 
revoke the agency's approval. 

(f) If the Department recommends to the State Board that the agency's approval be revoked, the 
Department shall provide to the State Board: 
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1. Information regarding the non-compliance; 

2. Reasons supporting the recommendation to revoke the agency's approval; and 

3. All notices provided to the agency regarding non-compliance and responses of the 
agency. 

(g) The agency may address the State Board at the meeting where the revocation 
recommendation is being considered by the Board by providing notice to the Board of its 
request to speak in accordance with State Board Policy 1.400. 

(h) If the State Board votes to revoke approval of the agency, the agency's approval shall expire 
at the end of the school year during which the vote takes place, or on another date specified 
by the State Board. 

(4) Criteria for Approval of a Category II Private School Accrediting Agency. 

(a) Scope of Operation of Agency. The agency shall: 

1. Have a clearly written statement of objectives; 

2. Delineate the process by which it accredits schools; and 

3. Have at least five (5) member schools, each with at least ten (10) full-time students 
enrolled each school year. 

(b) Organization of Agency. The agency shall: 

1. Specify qualifications for professional personnel for the agency; and 

2. Employ at least one (1) full-time agency head or director. 

(c) Agency Responsibilities. The agency shall: 

1. Maintain written descriptions of the requirements for school accreditation and of the 
levels or types of membership granted; 

2. Re-evaluate approved schools annually; 

3. Give advance publication of proposed changes in accreditation standards to schools. 
These changes must be approved in advance by the Department; 

4. Advise schools or directly provide them with technical assistance to address 
deficiencies in meeting the accreditation standards of the agency; 

5. Notify the Department within ten (10) business days of adding or removing an 
accredited school from its list; 

6. Require schools to report to the accrediting agency on deficiencies that could affect 
accredited status; 

7. Have procedures for revocation of accreditation for any school that does not comply 
with the agency's standards for approved schools. Such procedures shall include how 
the agency monitors approved schools for compliance with agency standards, 
including working with schools to remedy areas of non-compliance that are Identified 
by the Department; and 

8. Publish and follow minimum standards for approved schools, including, at a minimum: 
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(i) Attendance. 

(I) Each school shall comply with the requirements of T.C.A. § 49-6-3007 
regarding the reporting of the names, ages, and addresses of all 
pupils in attendance lo the director of schools for the public school 
district in which the student resides. 

(II) Each school shall ensure students entering Kindergarten have 
reached five (5) years of age on or before August 15 pursuant to 
T.C.A. § 49-6-201 (b)(3), unless the principal or head of school finds 
through evaluation and testing, at the request of the parent or legal 
guardian, that a child who is five (5) on or before September 30 is 
sufficiently mature emotionally and academically to enter Kindergarten 
and the school has a policy permitting testing by the principal or head 
of school to obtain early admission to Kindergarten. 

(ii) Facilities, Health, and Safety. 

(iii) 

SS-7039 (November 2022) 

(I) Each school shall comply with all laws, rules and regulations, and codes 
of the city, county, and state regarding planning of new buildings, 
alterations and health and safety. 

(II) Each school shall observe all fire safety regulations and procedures 
promulgated by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office. 

{Ill) Each school shall conduct at least one (1) fire safety inspection 
annually based on the fi re safety inspection checklist developed by 
the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office, and maintain copies of the 
inspection reports, including findings of non-compliance and actions 
taken to comply for review by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office. 

(IV) Each school shall construct, remodel, renovate, expand, or modify 
school buildings or other structures in accordance with any state 
and/or federal requirements applicable to the school regarding 
building accessibility, which may include, but is not limited to, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973. 

(V) Each principal or head of school shall comply with the requirement of 
Department of Health Rules and T.C.A. § 49-6-5001 that each child 
enrolled in school be vaccinated against disease, subject to any 
applicable exemptions set forth in State law or Department of Health 
Rules. 

(VI) Each school shall conduct a criminal history records check prior to 
employment for any person applying for or holding a position as a 
teacher or any other position requiring proximity to school children. 
Criminal history records checks shall also be required for any person 
or employee of the person, corporation, or other entity who contracts 
with a school and who will have direct contact with school children or 
access to the grounds of the school when children are present. The 
criminal history records check shall be fingerprint based or social 
security number based and shall also include a check of the 
Tennessee and National Sex Offender Registries and the Tennessee 
Department of Health Abuse Registry. Schools may also search the 
Tennessee educator licensure database (TNCompass) to determine if 
an applicant for a teaching position or any other position requiring 
proximity to school children has had a Tennessee educator license 
suspended or revoked for misconduct. 

Curriculum and Graduation. 

11 RDA 1693 



(I) The instructional program shall include, but not be limited to, the 
areas of English language arts, mathematics, social studies, and 
science. Additionally, schools are encouraged to offer art, music, 
health and physical education, and world language. 

(II) Each school shall use textbooks and instructional materials that 
adequately cover all subjects in the school's instructional program. 

(Ill) Each high school shall adopt a graduation requirements policy 
requiring students to earn at least the minimum number of total credits 
required for graduation set by the State Board in Rule 0520-01-03-.06. 
The school's policy shall also require students to achieve the required 
minimum number of credits set by the State Board in Rule 0520-01-
03-.06 in the subjects of English language arts, mathematics, science, 
and social studies. This provision shall not be construed as requiring 
the same courses in the subjects of English language arts, 
mathematics, science, and social studies that are required for public 
schools. The school shall determine the additional subject areas and 
credits necessary for graduation from high school as set forth in the 
school's graduation requirements policy to meet or exceed the 
minimum total number of credits set by the State Board in Rule 0520-
01-03-.06. 

{IV) At least once every school year, each school shall give a nationally 
standardized achievement test covering the areas of English 
language arts and math to each pupil in third (3rd) through eleventh 
(11 th) grades; the results must be communicated to teacher's and 
parents and kept on file at the school for one (1) calendar year. 
Examples of nationally standardized achievement tests include 
ACT/SAT and 1:>enchmark assessments. Schools may identify 
alternate assessments for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities. 

(iv) Teacher Licensure and Evaluation. 

(I) Each school shall ensure that all teachers and principals are 
appropriately licensed or credentialed, as defined by the accrediting 
agency. 

(II) Each school shall develop procedures for evaluation of all teachers 
and principals. 

(Ill) Each school shall provide a sufficient number of appropriately 
qualified administrators, supervisors, and other personnel, which may 
include, but is not limited to, librarians, and school counselors, for the 
student body served. 

(v) Administrative Rules. 

(I) 

SS-7039 (November 2022) 

Each school shall maintain an operating schedule that includes the 
minimum number of instructional days (180) and minimum number of 
hours per day (6 ½) required of public schools, In accordance with 
T.C.A. § 49-6-3004, a school that exceeds the required six and one
half (6 ½) hours of instructional time per day tor the full academic year 
shall be credited with the additional instructional time in amounts up 
to, but not exceeding, thirteen {13) instructional days each school 
year. Such excess instructional time shall be used in accordance with 
T.C.A. § 49-6-3004(e)(1 ). Schools that are unable to meet the 
required 180 instructional day requirement due to natural disaster or 
serious outbreak of illness affecting or endangering students or staff 
during the school year may request a waiver of the minimum 
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instructional day requirement from the school's accrediting agency. 

(II) Each school shalt comply with applicable state and federal laws 
prohibiting discrimination on the basis of disability, including but not 
limited to the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

(Ill) Each school shall develop and implement a written policy on 
promotion and retention. The written policy shall be communicated to 
students and parents via the school handbook. 

(IV} Each school shall ensure that class sizes do not exceed the class size 
maximums set forth in state law. 

(V) Each school shall maintain complete and accurate permanent records 
of the following for all students, attendance, disciplinary matters, work 
completed while enrolled at the school, and promotion or retention 
determinations. 

(VI) Each school shall provide periodic reports of student needs and 
academic progress to parents or legal guardians during each school 
year. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201, 49-1-302, 49-6-3001 and 49-50-801. Administrative History: (For history 
prior to June 1987, see pages ii-iii). New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and new 
rule filed March 16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. Amendment filed August 31, 2001; effective December 28, 
2001. Amendment filed October 29, 2008; effective February 28, 2009. Amendment filed March 24, 2014; 
effective August 29, 2014. Amendments fifed August 11, 2017; effective November 9, 2017. 

0520-07-02-.04 CATEGORY Ill: REGIONAL ACCREDITATION. 

(1) Schools in this category are regionally accredited by one (1) of the Category Ill regional accrediting 
agencies identified in State Board Policy 3.500. 

(2) To maintain approval as a Category Ill accrediting agency, each Category Ill accrediting agency shall 
publish and follow minimum standards for approved schools, including, at a minimum: 

(a} Agency Responsibilities. The agency shall: 

1. Maintain written descriptions of the requirements for school accreditation and of the 
levels or types of membership granted; 

2. Re-evaluate approved schools on a regular basis established by the agency; 

3. Give advance publication of proposed changes in accreditation standards to schools; 

4. Advise schools or directly provide them with technical assistance to address 
deficiencies in meeting the accreditation standards of the agency; 

5. Notify the Department within ten (10) business days of adding or removing an 
accredited school from its list; 

6. Require schools to report to the accrediting agency on deficiencies that could affect 
accredited status; 

7. Have procedures for revocation of accreditation for any school that does not comply 
with the agency's standards for approved schools. Such procedures shall include how 
the agency monitors approved schools for compliance with agency standards, 
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including working with schools to remedy areas of non-compliance that are identified 
by the Department; and 

8. Publish and follow minimum standards for approved schools in Tennessee, including, 
at a minimum: 

(i) Attendance. 

(I) Each school shall comply with the requirements of T.C.A. § 49-6-3007 
regarding the reporting of the names, ages, and addresses of all 
pupils in attendance to the director of schools for the public school 
district in which the student resides. 

(II) Each school shall ensure students entering Kindergarten have 
reached five (5) years of age on or before August 15 pursuant to 
T.C.A. § 49-6-201 (b)(3}, unless the principal or head of school finds 
through evaluation and testing, at the request of the parent or legal 
guardian, that a child who is five (5) on or before September 30 is 
sufficiently mature emotionally and academically to enter Kindergarten 
and the school has a policy permitting testing by the principal or head 
of school to obtain early admission to Kindergarten. 

(ii) Facilities, Health, and Safety. 

SS-7039 (November 2022) 

(I) Each school shall comply with all laws, rules and regulations, and 
codes of the city, county, and state regarding planning of new 
buildings, alterations and health and safety. 

(II) Each school shall observe all fire safety regulations and procedures 
promulgated by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office. 

(Ill) Each school shall conduct at least one (1) fire safety inspection 
annually based on the fire safety inspection checklist developed by 
the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office, and maintain copies of the 
inspection reports, including findings of non-compliance and actions 
taken to comply for review by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office. 

(IV) Each school shall construct, remodel, renovate, expand, or modify 
school buildings or other structures in accordance with any state 
and/or federal requirements applicable to the school regarding 
building accessibility, which may include, but is not limited to, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973. 

(V) Each principal or head of school shall comply with the requirement of 
Department of Health Rules and T.C.A. § 49-6-5001 that each child 
enrolled in school be vaccinated against disease, subject to any 
applicable exemptions set forth in State law or Department of Health 
Rules. 

(VI) Each school shall conduct a criminal history records check prior to 
employment for any person applying for or holding a position as a 
teacher or any other position requiring proximity to school children. 
Criminal history records checks shall also be required for any person 
or employee of the person, corporation, or other entity who contracts 
with a school and who will have direct contact with school children or 
access to the grounds of the school when children are present. The 
criminal history records check shall be fingerprint based or social 
security number based and shall also include a check of the 
Tennessee and National Sex Offender Registries and the Tennessee 
Department of Health Abuse Registry. Schools may also search the 
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Tennessee educator licensure database (TNCompass) to determine if 
an applicant for a teaching position or any other position requiring 
proximity to school children has had a Tennessee educator license 
suspended or revoked for misconduct. 

(iii) Curriculum and Graduation. 

(I) The instructional program shall include, but not be limited to, the 
areas of English language arts, mathematics, social studies, and 
science. Additionally, schools are encouraged to offer art, music, 
health and physical education, and world language. 

(II) Each school shall use textbooks and instructional materials that 
adequately cover all subjects in the school's instructional program. 

(Ill) Each high school shall adopt a graduation requirements policy 
requiring students to earn at least the minimum number of total credits 
required for graduation set by the State Board in Rule 0520-01-03-.06. 
The school's policy shall also require students to achieve the required 
minimum number of credits set by the State Board in Rule 0520-01-
03-.06 in the subjects of English language arts, mathematics, science, 
and social studies. This provision shall not be construed as requiring 
the same courses in the subjects of English language arts, 
mathematics, science, and social studies that are required for public 
schools. The school shall determine the additional subject areas and 
credits necessary for graduation from high school as set forth in the 
school's graduation requirements policy to meet or exceed the 
minimum total number of credits set by the State Board in Rule 0520-
01-03-.06. 

(IV) At least once every school year, each school shall give a nationally 
standardized achievement test covering the areas of English 
language arts and math to each pupil in third (3rd) through eleventh 
(11 th) grades; the results must be commuhicated to teachers and 
parents and kept on file at the school for one (1} calendar year. 
Examples of nationally standardized achievement tests include 
ACT/SAT and benchmark assessments. Schools may identify 
alternate assessments for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities. 

(iv) Teacher Licensure and Evaluation. 

(I) Each school shall ensure that all teachers and principals are 
appropriately licensed or credentialed, as defined by the accrediting 
agency. 

(II) Each school shall develop procedures for evaluation of all teachers 
and principals. 

{Ill) Each school shall provide a sufficient number of appropriately 
qualified administrators, supervisors, and other personnel, which may 
include, but is not limited to, librarians, and school counselors, for the 
student body served. 

(v) Administrative Rules. 

{I) 
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Each school shall maintain an operating schedule that includes the 
minimum number of instructional days (180) and minimum number of 
hours per day (6 ½} required of public schools, In accordance with 
T.C.A. § 49-6-3004, a school that exceeds the required six and one
half (6 ½) hours of instructional time per day for the full academic year 
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shall be credited with the additional instructional time in amounts up 
to, but not exceeding, thirteen {13) instructional days each school 
year. Such excess instructional time shall be used in accordance with 
T.C.A. § 49-6-3004(e)(1). Schools that are unable to meet the 
required 180 instructional day requirement due to natural disaster or 
serious outbreak of illness affecting or endangering students or staff 
during the school year may request a waiver of the minimum 
instructional day requirement from the school's accrediting agency. 

(II) Each school shall comply with applicable state and federal laws 
prohibiting discrimination on the basis of disability, including but not 
limited to the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

{Ill) Each school shall develop and implement a written policy on 
promotion and retention. The written policy shall be communicated to 
students and parents via the school handbook. 

(IV) Each school shall ensure that class sizes do not exceed the class size 
maximums set forth in state law. 

(V) Each school shall maintain complete and accurate permanent records 
of the following for all students: attendance, disciplinary matters, work 
completed while enrolled at the school, and promotion or retention 
determinations. 

(VI) Each school shall provide periodic reports of student needs and 
academic progress to parents or legal guardians during each school 
year. 

(3) Probationary Approval and Denial of Approval. 

(a) The Department shall notify an agency of non-compliance with this Rule or the non
compliance of any of its accredited schools located in Tennessee with this Rule, State Board 
Rules Chapter 0520-07-01, and any applicable state or federal laws and establish a deadline 
by which the agency shall show evidence ot compliance. If the agency does not come into 
compliance by the specified deadline, the Department may provide notice to the agency of 
intent to recommend to the State Board that the agency be placed on probationary approval 
status. 

(b) If the Department recommends to the State Board that the agency be placed on probationary 
approval, the Department shall provide to the State Board: 

1. Information regarding the non-compliance; 

2. Reasons supporting the recommendation to place the agency on probationary 
approval; and 

3. All notices provided to the agency regarding non-compliance and responses of the 
agency. 

(c) Representatives of the agency may request to speak at the State Board meeting at which the 
recommendation for probationary approval is under consideration pursuant to State Board 
Policy 1 .400. 

(d) If the State Board votes to place the agency on probationary approval status, the agency shall 
submit a corrective action plan to the Department. If the agency successfully completes the 
terms of the corrective action plan, the Department shall bring a recommendation to the State 
Board that the agency be removed from probationary approval status and granted full 
approval. If the agency does not successfully complete the terms of the corrective action plan, 
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the Department shall bring a recommendation that the State Board revoke the agency's 
approval. 

(e) If the Department recommends to the State Board that the agency's approval be revoked, the 
Department shall provide to the State Board: 

1. Information regarding the non-compliance; 

2. Reasons supporting the recommendation to revoke the agency's approval; and 

3. All notices provided to the agency regarding non-compliance and responses of the 
agency. 

(f) The agency may address the State Board at the meeting where the revocation 
recommendation is being considered by the Board by providing notice to the Board of its 
request to speak in accordance with State Board Policy 1 .400. 

(g) If the State Board votes to revoke approval of the agency, the agency's approval shall expire 
at the end of the school year during which the vote takes place, or other date specified by the 
State Board. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201, 49-1-302, 49-6-3001, and 49-50-801. Administrative History: (For history 
prior to June 1987, see pages ii-iii). New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and new 
rule filed March 16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. Repeal and new rule filed February 20, 2008; effective 
June 27, 2008. Amendment filed March 25, 2010; effective August 29, 2010. Amendment filed October 23, 
2013; effective March 31, 2014. Amendments filed August 11, 2017; effective November 9, 2017. 

0520-07-02-.05 CATEGORY IV: CHURCH-RELATED SCHOOLS. 

(1) Category IV schools are schools that are "church-related" and exempt from certain regulations 
regarding faculty, textbooks, and curriculum. T.C.A. § 49-50-801 defines a church-related school as a 
school operated by denominational, parochial or other bona fide church organizations, which are 
required to meet the standards of accreditation or membership of the Tennessee Association of 
Christian Schools, the Association of Christian Schools International, the Tennessee Association of 
Independent Schools, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, the Tennessee Association 
of Non-Public Academic Schools, the Tennessee Association of Church Related Schools, the 
Association of Classical and Christian Schools, the Tennessee Alliance of Church Related Schools, or 
a school affiliated with Accelerated Christian Education, Inc. 

(2) In accordance with T.C.A. § 49-6-3050, a parent may enroll their child in a Category IV school and 
participate as a parent-teacher in the Category IV school for the purposes of home schooling their 
children. Such parent-teachers shall meet the requirements established in T.C.A. § 49-6-3050 and 
shall be subject to the requirements established by the Category IV school for home school parent
teachers. Students who are enrolled in a Category IV school with a parent-teacher as provided in this 
paragraph and T.C.A. § 49-6-3050 shall be reported as enrolled students as required by paragraph 
(3)(f) below, in the same manner as all other enrolled students. A Category IV school is not required to 
conduct a criminal history records check as set forth in paragraph (3)(i) below for a parent-teacher who 
is instructing their own children. 

(3) Each agency shall ensure all of its accredited or member schools: 

(a) Comply with all laws, rules and regulations, and codes of the city, county, and state regarding 
planning of new buildings, alterations, and health and safety. 

(b) Comply with all fire safety regulations and procedures promulgated by the Tennessee Fire 
Marshal's Office. 

(c) Conduct at least one (1) fire safety inspection annually based on the fire safety inspection 
checklist developed by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office, and maintain copies of the 

SS-7039 (November 2022) 17 RDA 1693 



inspection reports, including findings of non-compliance and actions taken to comply for review 
by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office. 

(d) Construct, remodel, renovate, expand, or modify school buildings or other structures in 
accordance with any state and/or federal requirements applicable to the school regarding 
building accessibility, which may include, but is not limited to, the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

(e) Comply with the requirement of Department of Health Rules and T.C.A. § 49-6-5001 that each 
child enrolled in school be vaccinated against disease, subject to any applicable exemptions 
set forth in State law or Department of Health Rules. 

(f) Comply with the requirement of T.C.A. § 49-6-3007 that the names, ages, and addresses of all 
pupils in attendance be reported to the director of schools of the public school district in which 
the student resides. 

(g) Ensures students entering Kindergarten have reached five (5) years of age on or before 
August 15 pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-6-201(b)(3), unless the principal or head of school finds 
through evaluation and testing, at the request of the parent or legal guardian, that a child who 
is five (5) on or before September 30 is sufficiently mature emotionally and academically to 
enter Kindergarten and the school has a policy permitting testing by the principal or head of 
school to obtain early admission to Kindergarten. 

(h) Each school shall maintain an operating schedule that includes the minimum number of 
instructional days (180) and minimum number of hours per day (6 ½) required of public 
schools, In accordance with T.C.A. § 49-6-3004, a school that exceeds the required six and 
one-half (6 ½) hours of instructional time per day for the full academic year shall be credited 
with the additional instructional time in amounts up to, but not exceeding, thirteen (13) 
instructional days each school year. Such excess instructional time shall be used in 
accordance with T.C.A. § 49-6-3004(e)(1). Schools that are unable to meet the required 180 
instructional day requirement due to natural disaster or serious outbreak of illness affecting or 
endangering students or staff during the school year may request a waiver of the minimum 
instructional day requirement from the school's accrediting or membership agency. 

(i) Each school shall conduct a criminal history records check prior to employment for any person 
applying for or holding a position as a teacher or any other position requiring proximity to 
school children. Criminal history records checks shall also be required for any person or 
employee of the person, corporation, or other entity who contracts with a school and who will 
have direct contact with school children or access to the grounds of the school when children 
are present. The criminal history records check shall be fingerprint based or social security 
number based and shall also include a check of the Tennessee and National Sex Offender 
Registries and the Tennessee Department of Health Abuse Registry. Schools may also search 
the Tennessee educator licensure database (TNCompass) to determine if an applicant for a 
teaching position or any other position requiring proximity to school children has had a 
Tennessee educator license suspended or revoked for misconduct. 

( 4) Church-related schools not accredited by or members of one of the agencies set forth in paragraph ( 1) 
of this Rule may seek approval from the State Board as provided for in T.C.A. § 49-50-801(e)(1) by 
submitting the application on a form developed by the State Board staff and meet any deadlines for 
application established by the State Board staff. State Board staff shall review any complete and timely 
submitted application and provide a recommendation for approval or denial of the application to the 
State Board. 

(5) Schools approved as Category IV schools by the State Board shall be monitored by the Department 
for continued compliance with the requirements set forth in paragraph (3) of this Rule, State Board 
Rule Chapter 0520-07-01, and all applicable state and federal laws. 

(6) Reporting of Non-Compliance and Revocation of Approval. 

(a) For accrediting agencies listed in T.C.A. § 49-50-801, the Department shall notify an agency of 
non-compliance of any of its accredited or member schools with this Rule, State Board Rules 
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Chapter 0520-07-01, and any applicable state or federal laws and establish a deadline by 
which the agency shall show evidence of its accredited or member schools' compliance. If the 
agency does not produce evidence of compliance by the specified deadline, the Department 
may provide notice of the continued non-compliance to the chairs of the Education 
Committees of the Tennessee House and Senate. 

(b) For schools approved by the State Board as provided in paragraph (4) of this Rule, approval 
may be revoked by the State Board for non-compliance. The Department shall notify the 
school of non-compliance with this Rule, State Board Rules Chapter 0520-07-01, and any 
applicable state or federal laws and establish a deadline by which the school shall show 
evidence of compliance. If the school does not establish compliance by the specified 
deadline, the Department may provide notice to the school of intent to recommend to the State 
Board that the school's approval be revoked. 

1. If the Department recommends revocation of approval of a school to the State Board, 
the Department shall provide to the State Board: 

(i) Information regarding the non-compliance; 

(Ii) Reasons supporting the recommendation to revoke school approval; and 

(iii) All notices provided to the school regarding non-compliance and responses 
from the school. 

2. Representatives of the school may request to speak at the State Board meeting at 
which revocation is under consideration pursuant to State Board Policy 1 .400. 

3. If the State Board votes to revoke approval of a school, the revocation shall take effect 
at the end of the school year in which the vote takes place, or on another date 
identified by the State Board. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201, 49-1-302, 49-6-3001, 49-6-3050, and 49-50-801. Administrative History: (For 
history prior to June 1987, see pages ii-iii). New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and 
new rule filed March 16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. Amendment filed February 20, 2008; effective June 
27, 2008. Amendment filed October 29, 2008; effective February 28, 2009. Amendment filed March 25, 2010; 
effective August 29, 2010. Amendment filed March 24, 2014; effective August 29, 2014. Amendments filed 
August 11, 2017; effective November 9, 2017. 

0520-07-02-.06 CATEGORY V: REGISTERED FOR OPERATION. 

(1) Schools in this category are registered for operation with the Department. Schools in this category 
shall not include home schools. 

(2) Each school seeking registration for operation shall furnish to the Department the following information 
by October 15th of each year: 

(a) Name, mailing address, and telephone number of the school; 

(b) Name and academic credentials of the principal or head of school; 

(c) Number of students in each grade level as of October 1 of current school year; 

(d) Name and academic credentials of each teacher and the subjects taught by that teacher; and 

(e) Certification that the school meets all requirements set forth in paragraph (3). 

(3) Each school shall ensure compliance with the following: 

(a) Keep on file the curriculum offered and make copies available for inspection by the 
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Department and the public upon request. 

(b) Each school shall comply with all of the laws, rules and regulations, and codes of the city, 
county, and state regarding planning of new buildings, alterations, and health and safety. 

(c) Each school shall observe all fire safety regulations and procedures promulgated by the 
Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office. 

(d) Each school shall conduct at least one (1) fire safety inspection annually based on the fire 
safety inspection checklist developed by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office, and maintain 
copies of the inspection reports, including findings of non-compliance and actions taken to 
comply for review by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office. 

(e) Each school shall construct, remodel, renovate, expand, or modify school buildings or other 
structures in accordance with any state and/or federal requirements applicable to the school 
regarding building accessibility, which may include, but is not limited to, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

(f) Each school shall comply with the requirement of Department of Health Rules and T.C.A. § 
49-6-5001 that each child in school be vaccinated against disease, subject to any applicable 
exemptions set forth in State law or Department of Health Rules. 

(g) Each school shall comply with the requirement of T.C.A. § 49-6-3007 that the names, ages, 
and addresses of all pupils in attendance be reported to the director of schools for the public 
school district in which the student resides. · 

(h) Each teacher shall possess at least a baccalaureate degree. 

(i) At least once every school year, each school shall administer a nationally standardized 
achievement test covering, at a minimum, English language arts and math to each student in 
third (3rd) through eleventh (11 th) grades. Results of the test shall be communicated to 
teachers and parents and kept on file at the school for at least one (1) calendar year. 
Examples of nationally standardized achievement tests include ACT/SAT and benchmark 
assessments. Schools may identify alternate assessments for students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities. 

0) Each school shall ensure students entering Kindergarten have reached five (5) years of age 
on or before August 15 pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-6-201(b)(3) unless the principal or head of 
school finds through evaluation and testing, at the request of the parent or legal guardian, that 
a child who is five (5) on or before September 30 is sufficiently mature emotionally and 
academically to enter Kindergarten and the school has a policy permitting testing by the 
principal or head of school to obtain early admission to Kindergarten . 

(k) Each school shall have at least ten (10) full-time students enrolled each school year. 

(I) Each school shall conduct a criminal history records check prior to employment for any person 
applying for or holding a position as a teacher or any other position requiring proximity to 
school children. Criminal history records checks shall also be required for any person or 
employee of the person, corporation, or other entity who contracts with a school and who will 
have direct contact with school children or access to the grounds of the school when children 
are present. The criminal history records check shall be fingerprint based or social security 
number based and shall also include a check of the Tennessee and National Sex Offender 
Registries and the Tennessee Department of Health Abuse Registry. Schools may also search 
the Tennessee educator licensure database (TNCompass) to determine if an applicant for a 
teaching position or any other position requiring proximity to school children has had a 
Tennessee educator license suspended or revoked for misconduct. 

(m) Each school shall maintain an operating schedule that includes the minimum number of 
instructional days (180) and minimum number of hours per day (6 ½) required of public 
schools, In accordance with T.C.A. § 49-6-3004, a school that exceeds the required six and 
one-half (6 ½) hours of instructional time per day for the full academic year shall be credited 
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with the additional instructional time 1n amounts up to, but not exceeding, thirteen (13) 
instructional days each school year. Such excess instructional time shall be used in 
accordance with T.C.A. § 49-6-3004(e)(1). Schools that are unable to meet the required 180 
instructional day requirement due to natural disaster or serious outbreak of illness affecting or 
endangering students or staff during the school year may request a waiver of the minimum 
instructional day requirement from the Commissioner. 

(4) Monitoring and Revocation. 

(a) Category V schools shall report all required data annually to the Department as required by 
State Board Rule 0520-07-01-.04 and in any Department-provided procedures. 

(b) The Department shall notify a school of non-compliance with this Rule, State Board Rules 
Chapter 0520-07-01 , and any applicable state or federal laws and establish a deadline by 
which the school shall show evidence of compliance. If the school does not come into 
compliance by the specified deadline, the Department may revoke the registration of the 
school after providing notice of revocation to the school. Revocation of the registration of the 
school shall take effect at the end of the school year in which the non-compliance was 
reported to the school, or on another date identified by the Department. 

1. A school may appeal the revocation decision. Appeals must be submitted to the 
Department within fourteen (14) calendar days of the Department electronically 
sending the notice of revocation that is being appealed. The day that the Department 
sends the notice of revocation shall not count as part of the fourteen (14) calendar 
days. The Commissioner or Commissioner's Designee shall make a determination and 
issue an electronic notification to the appealing party within forty-five (45) calendar 
days of receiving the appeal. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201, 49-1-302, 49-6-3001 and 49-50-801. Administrative History: (For history 
prior to June 1987, see pages ii-iii). New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and new 
rule filed March 16, 1992; effecUve June 29, 1992. Amendment filed October 29, 2008; effective February 
28,2009. Amendment filed March 24, 2014; effective August 29, 2014. Amendments filed August 11, 2017; 
effective_ November 9, 2017. 
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* If a roll-call vote was necessary, the vote by the Agency on these rulemaking hearing rules was as follows: 

Board Member Aye No Abstain Absent Signature 
(if required) 

Nick Darnell X 

Jordan Mollenhour X 

Bob Eby X 

Rvan Holt X 

Warren Wells X 

Lillian HartQrove X 

Nate Morrow X 

Darrell Cobbins X 

Larry Jensen X 

Victoria Harpool, 
designee for Dr. Emily 
House, Executive 
Director, Tennessee 
Higher Education 
Commission 
Non-Voting Ex-Officio 

I certify that this is an accurate and complete copy of rulemaking hearing rules, lawfully promulgated and adopted 
by the State Board of Education on 10/28/2022, and is in compliance with the provisions of T.C.A. § 4-5-222. 

I further certify the following: 

Notice of Rulemaking Hearing filed with the Department of State on : 07/26/2022 

Rulemaking Hearing(s) Conducted on: (add more dates) . 09/15/2022 

Date: 05/08/2023 

Signature: ~k1J~ 
Name of Officer: Angie Sanders -~--- --- --- ----- - - ----

Title of Officer: General Counsel 

Agency/Board/Commission: _S_ta_te_ B_o_a_rd_o_f_E_d_u_c_a_tio_n _____ ___ ___ ___ ______ _ 

Rule Chapter Number(s): 0520-07-01 and 0520-07-02 

All rulemaking hearing rules provided for herein have been examined by the Attorney General and Reporter of the 
State of Tennessee and are approved as to legality pursuant to the provisions of the Admin jstrative Procedures 
Act, Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter 5. 
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Jonat an Skrmetti 
Attorney General and Reporter 

~ /~2.CIUJ Date 
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Public Hearing Comments 

The Tennessee State Board of Education held a public rulemaking hearing on Rule Chapters 0520-07-01 and 
0520-07-02 on September 15, 2022, at 500 James Robertson Parkway, Nashville, TN and via Webex. No public 
comments were submitted at the hearing regarding these rules, however, written public comments were 
submitted during the public comment period, as outlined below. 

Comments on Chapter 0520-07-01: 

Comment: Allow a school that merges with another school to place its student records with the 
continuing school, rather than the LEA where the school is located. 

o Response: This change was incorporated into the rule. 

Comment: Allow a student transferring from a Category IV or V school or home school to a public school 
to utilize the results of nationally standardized test in place of a district-developed test for purposes of 
credit attainment or placement. 

o Response: This change was incorporated into the rule. 

Comment: Monitoring of Category II and Ill and IV schools should be primarily conducted by the school's 
accrediting or membership agency (as applicable), rather than the Department of Education. 

o Response: This change was incorporated into the rule. 

Comment: Clarify that notice of closure of a school should be provided within a certain timeframe and 
that posting on a school's website is only required if the school maintains a website. 

o Response: These changes were incorporated into the rule. 

Comments on Chapter 0520-07-02: 

Comment: Amend instructional program requirements to recognize the independent nature of Category II 
and Ill private schools and their ability to set their instructional programs. 

o Response: These changes were incorporated into the rule across all private school categories to 
clarify graduation requirements and instructional program requirements, including only requiring 
that schools cover the core subjects of math, science, English language arts, and social studies, 
and allowing schools to determine what other areas will be covered in the curriculum, with 
language encouraging, but not requiring, schools to include art, music, health and physical 
education, and world language. 

Comment: Remove the requirement for a nationally standardized test to be given to students in the 12th 

grade and provide flexibility for standardized testing requirements of students with disabilities. 
o Response: These changes were incorporated into the rule. 

Comment: Allow the waiver of the requirement for 180 instructional days in certain circumstances to be 
submitted to a Category 11, Ill or IV school's accrediting agency, rather than the Commissioner of 
Education. 

o Response: These changes were incorporated into the rule. 

Comment: Require the State Fire Marshall's office and Department of Health to apply the same 
standards to both public and non-public schools. 

o Response: No revisions were made in response to this comment as the State Board does not 
have any regulatory authority over the state Fire Marshall or the Department of Health. Such 
requirements set by these agencies are outlined in their respective rules and policies and do not 
appear to differentiate between public and non-public schools in terms of standards. 

Comment: Provide guidance on how schools that utilize a mastery-based grading system can establish 
attainment of required credits for graduation. 

o Response: This change was not made to the rule, as it was determined that no schools are 
currently using a mastery-based grading system in high school, and that this was a request for 
guidance regarding implementation of the rule, rather than a suggestion for a change to the rule 
language. Additional guidance regarding mastery-based grading will be provided in Department 
of Education guidance for non-public schools in the event schools begin to adopt this method of 
grading in high school. 
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Comment: Clarify requirements for instructional days and hours applicable-to non-public schools. 
o Response: Language was added to the rule to clarify instructional day and hour requirements. 

Additionally, the Department of Education will develop additional guidance on instructional time 
requirements for non-public schools. 
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Regulatory Flexibility Addendum 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-401 through 4-5-404, prior to initiating the rule making process, all agencies shall 
conduct a review of whether a proposed rule or rule affects small business. 

This rule does affect small businesses. 

STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC IMPACT TO SMALL BUSINESSES 

(1) The type or types of small business and an identification and estimate of the number of small 
businesses subject to the proposed rule that would bear the cost of, or directly benefit from the proposed 
rule; 

Small private or church-related schools may qualify as small businesses and would be required to comply with the 
amended provisions of this rule. It is not anticipated that this rule will create any additional costs for small private or 
church-related schools as the rtJle is aimed at providing further clarity regarding existing requirements or and 
removing burdensome requirements that were no longer applicable to these schools. One example is the 
clarification regarding the requirement for criminal background checks of employees. This is an existing 
requirement that was clarified. The rule is flexible in allowing these background checks to be either fingerprint 
based or social security number based, given the different costs associated with these types of background 
checks. Additionally, the new requirements that background checks include checks of the sex offender and 
vulnerable persons registry will not create new costs as these websites are free to access and check. Additionally, 
most, if not all schools already administer a nationally-standardized test to their students, therefore, clarifying this 
requirement for Category Ill private schools should not create a new cost to schools. 

(2) The projected reporting, recordkeeping and other administrative costs required for compliance with 
the proposed rule, including the type of professional skills necessary for preparation of the rep·ort or 
record; 

It is not anticipated that this rule will create any new recordkeeping or administrative costs. Background checks are 
already being run by schools. Checks of the sex offender and vulnerable persons registries are free and easy to 
access and will not create a burden on school-based human resources to check. 

(3) A statement of the probable effect on impacted small businesses and consumers; 

There is no probable fiscal effect on small private or church-related schools. There is no probable effect on 
consumers. 

(4) A description of any less burdensome, less intrusive or less costly alternative methods of achieving the 
purpose and objectives of the proposed rule that may exist, and to what extent the alternative means 
might be less burdensome to smaJI business; 

There is no less burdensome, less intrusive, or less costly alternative method of achieving the purposes and/or 
objectives of the rule. Many changes were made to the rules with this exact aim in mind, to reduce administrative 
burden and state-regulation of these schools where possible. 

(5) A comparison of the proposed rule with any federal or state counterparts; and 

There are not any similar rules at the federal level with regard to regulation of these schools, as this is a state-level 
matter. State Board staff did look to see how other states handle regulation of their private schools, however, state 
laws vary significantly with regard to each state's power and control over private schools. 

(6) Analysis of the effect of the possible exemption of small businesses from all or any part of the 
requirements contained in the proposed rule. 

The rule does not provide any exemptions for small businesses. However, as noted above, many edits were made 
to the rules with the aim of reducing state regulation where possible and recognizing the independent nature of 
private and church-related schools. 
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Impact on Local Governments 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-220 and 4-5-228, "On any rule and regulation proposed to be promulgated, the 
proposing agency shall state. in a simple declarative sentence, without additional comments on the merits or the 
policy of the rule or regulation, whether the rule or regulation may have a projected financial impact on local 
governments. The statement shall describe the financial impact in terms of increase in expenditures or decrease 
in revenues." 

This rule has no fiscal impact on local governments. 
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Additional Information Required by Joint Government Operations Committee 

All agencies, upon filing a rule, must also submit the following pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-226(i)(1 ). 

(A) A brief summary of the rule and a description of all relevant changes in previous regulations effectuated by 
such rule; 

T.C.A. § 49-6-3001 requires every child residing in Tennessee between the ages of six and seventeen to attend 
a public or non-public school. Non-public schools are defined in law as including private schools, church-related 
schools, and independent home schools. T.C.A § 49-1-302(i) provides that the State Board of Education, 
through the Department of Education, shall "enforce standards for ... programs operated by private schools as 
defined by§ 49-6-3001(c)(3)." Furthermore, T.C.A. § 49-50-801 provides requirements for church-related 
schools and grants the State Board limited authority regarding approval of these schools. The State Board rules 
governing requirements for non-public schools have not been updated since 2017. 

State Board of Education Rule Chapter 0520-07-01 currently establishes administrative requirements for non
public schools in Tennessee. The proposed revisions to Chapter 0520-07-01 remove outdated language and 
provide greater clarity for schools and families regarding the maintenance of student records , transfers of 
students between and among public and non-public schools, and include the addition of a new section regarding 
reporting and monitoring requirements . 

State Board of Education Rule 0520-07-02 currently establishes the different types of non-public schools in 
Tennessee, the process for approval of non-public schools and their accrediting/membership agencies, as well 
as requirements that schools and accrediting agencies must comply with . Significant revisions are proposed to 
these rules to remove outdated language, ensure consistency with current state and federal laws and rules, and 
to provide greater clarity for schools and families regarding the specific requirements applicable to each 
category of non-public schools. These include clarifications regarding graduation requirements, background 
checks, instructional day requirements, and standardized testing requirements. The revisions also outline the 
process for ensuring schools and their accrediting or membership agencies are remedying areas of non
compliance , and a process for revocation of approval in certain circumstances when non-compliance is not 
addressed . 

(B) A citation to and brief description of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation mandating 
promulgation of such rule or establishing guidelines relevant thereto; 

T.C.A. § 49-6-3001 requires every child residing in Tennessee between the ages of six and seventeen to attend 
a public or non-public school. Non-public schools are defined in this law as including private schools, church
related schools, and independent home schools, and such law charges the State Board with promulgating rules 
regarding the approval of private schools. 

T.C.A § 49-1-302(i) provides that the State Board of Education, through the Department of Education, shall 
"enforce standards for ... programs operated by private schools as defined by§ 49-6-3001(c)(3)" and states the 
Board has the authority to promulgate rule to establish such standards. 

T.C.A. § 49-50-801 provides requirements for church-related schools and grants the State Board limited 
authority regarding approval of these schools. 

T.C.A. § 49-6-3050 outlines requirements for home schools and the ability of parent-teachers to enroll their child 
in a church-related school as outlined in T.C.A. § 49-50-801. 

T.C.A. § 49-1-201 states it is the duty of the Commissioner of Education to "Inspect, approve, and classify 
private schools in accordance with the rules of the state board of education." 

(C) Identification of persons, org,mizations, corporations or governmental entities most directly affected by this 
rule, and whether those persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities urge adoption or 
rejection of this rule; 

The State Board of Education and Department of Education are both directly affected by these Chapters and 
ur e ado tion. In addition, rlvate and church-related schools in Tennessee and a roved accreditin or 
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membership agencies for these schools are also directly affected by these Chapters. Public comments from 
private and church related schools and related advocacy organizations regarding the Chapters are summarized 
in the public comments portion of this form. 

(D) Identification of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to 
the rule or the necessity to promulgate the rule; 

None. 

(E) An estimate of the probable increase or decrease in state and local government revenues and expenditures, 
if any, resulting from the promulgation of this rule, and assumptions and reasoning upon which the estimate 
is based. An agency shall not state that the fiscal impact is minimal if the fiscal impact is more than two 
percent {2%) of the agency's annual budget or five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), whichever is less; 

None. 

(F) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives, possessing substantial knowledge 
and understanding of the rule; 

Angie Sanders {State Board of Education) 
Angela. C.Sanders@tn.gov 

Nathan James {State Board of Education) 
Nathan.James@tn.gov 

Robin Yeh {Department of Education) 
Robin .Yeh@tn.gov 

(G) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives who will explain the rule at a 
scheduled meeting of the committees; 

Angie Sanders (State Board of Education) 
Anqela.C.Sanders@tn.gov 

Nathan James (State Board of Education) 
Nathan.James@tn .gov 

Robin Yeh (Department of Education) 
Robin.Yeh@tn.gov 

(H) Office address, telephone number, and email address of the agency representative or representatives who 
will explain the rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees; and 

Angie Sanders 
State Board of Education 
500 James Robertson Parkway, 8th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 
(615) 253-5707 
Angela . C.Sa nders@tn.gov 

Nathan James 
State Board of Education 
500 James Robertson Parkway, 8th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 
(615) 532-3528 
Nathan .James@tn.gov 

Robin Yeh 
Department of Education 
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710 James Robertson Parkway, 91h Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 
(615) 445-9543 
Robin.Yeh(@tn.aov 

(I) Any additional information relevant to the rule proposed for continuation that the committee requests. 

None. 
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0520--07--01-.03 Student Transfers 
0520.07:9 ]-.04 Rcoorting and Mcmltnring Regulrymcn1r 

0520-07-01-.01 _CREATION OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

(1) The Commissioner of Education ("Commiss1oner"l shall appoint a nine (9) member Advisory• 
Council for Non-Public Schools to advise lhe Department of Education C"Departmenn on policies 
relating to non-public school administration. 

(2) The term of each council me_mber shall be for three (3) years, and members may be re-• 
appgiRtedappomted If a member resigns their poslLion. the Commissioner shall appoint a new 
member to serve for the remainder of the unexpired term. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-30~ ~ 49-1-302. 49-50-801. and 49-6-3001. Administrative History: 
Original rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and new rule filed March 16, 1992; 
effective June 29, 1992. Amendments filed March 24, 2017; effective June 22, 2017. 
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Chapter 0520-07-02} which cease operation shall place their student academic and allendance 
records with the local pubHc school district where the school was tocat.ed. Schools which merge. 
consofidale, or undergo change of ownership may deposit their records with the continuing school 
rather than the local public school dlstricl. Category II. Ill and IV schools shall also send a copy of 
student academic and attendance records to the school's accredttinq or membership agency, if 
regwred by the agency These records may be maintained electronically . 
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Category IV church-related schools which cease operation shall notify the Director of Schools of 
the public school district where the school was located and the Department uliliz1ng the closing 
form provided by the Department. 

QL__~UG-Cateqory I. fl. 111. and V private schools and Category IV church-related schools which 
cease operation shall publish-give adequate public notice of the lo_c:atlon of student records..Jrl 
publlclziog the name and address of the receiver of records In a local newspaper. on lhe school's 
website (if applicable). and by sending wrillen communication by electronic or post mall lo all 
parents of emolled students. with a copy submitted to the Department. This notice shall be give□ 
al least thirty (30) days prior to the school's lasl day In operation, 

Authority:..Lf.1\-~ §§ 4g.1. 201, 49-1-302. 49-50-801. and 49-6-3001. Admini§trativa History~ Qrl_gln&._ 
rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1g81. Repealed and new rule filed March 16, 1992; effective June 
29, 1992. Amendments filed March 24, 2017; effective June 22, 2017. 

0520-07-01-.03 _STUDENT TRANSFERS. 

ilL_Students ma,,w....bQ transfer among public schools.---'IF and Category I, 11, --0r -Ill -mm-publiG-prlvate 
schools wit~s-ofshaU be granted credit for completed work. See-GRaplflf,{)52-0-0-i-03,-
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school Wilh a sianed certifica1ion acknowledging the accuracy of the transcript. The parent or ~0_._9_l" ________________ ~ 
guardian of the student shall be notjfied by the school lhat the transcript is being sent. However, 
this rule shall not be construed as to supersede any contractual obligation of parents with the AGlr 

p1,bllGOrivate or church-related school (e.g.,.. withholding of grades until all tuition/fees are paid). 

Local boards of education an public charter schools shall not orohlbit or impede the transfer of a 
student from a Category IV church-related school, Category V private school. or a home school lo 
a public school of this state. Local boards of education and public charter schools may, however, 
place students transferrlno from a Category IV church-related school, Category V private school. 
or home school to a public school in a grade level and confer credit for courses based uoo□ the 
student's performance on a test administered by the local board or public charter school for !hat 
purpose, If a local board of education or public charter school regulres a test for purposes of grade 
placement or conferring credit such requirement shall be sel forth In the local board or education 
or public charter school's oolicy and shall requjre notice to parents of a student transferring from a 
Category IV church-related school, CatOQory V private school, or home school of lhe testing 
options and requirements set forth below: 

Cal 

(bl 

if a local board .of education or public charter school admin sters a test to students 
transferring from a Category IV church-related school, Category V private school, or home 
school to a pubffc school. students shall be allowed credit only when they have passed 
comprehensive written e)(aminatlons approved. administered. and graded by the principal 
or deslgnee of the public school. If requested by the parent or guardian, the LEA or pubfic 
charter school shall accept student SC(>res from a nationally standardized achievement 
test as a substitute for the required comprehensive written examinations in subjects 
covered by the naiionally standardized achievement test for purposes of grade placement 
and conferring credit. 

The examination administered to students In grades one through eight (1 -8) shall oover 
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tel 

(d) 

only the last grade completed 

The examinations admlnlst:ered to students n grades nme through twelve (9-121 shall 
cover the Individual subjects appearing on the certified lrenscript:s. The examination for 
graduallon requirement subjects shall on ly cover the last course completed by lhe student 
(for example. if a student has completed English I. II. and Ill. the examination shall only 
cover English 111 l. 

The parent of a home school student is authonzed lo transmit transcripts or a student to 
any school lo which the student transfers or applles for admission when the records are 
requested by the receiving school. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201. 49-1-302. 49-50-801 , 49-6-3050 and 4-9-6-3001. Administrative History: 
Original rule flied April 24. 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed end new rule filed March 16. 1992; 
effective June 29, 1992. Repeal and new rule filed December 28. 2005; effective April 28, 2006. 
Amendments filed March 24, 2017; effective June 22, 2017. 

0520-07-01-.04 REPORTING AND MONITORING REQUIREMENTS. 

(1 l 

121 

(3) 

/4) 

The Department shall develop reporting procedures for Category I. II. Il l. and V private schools 
and Cateoory IV chwrch-related schools and shall establish corresoondmg deadlines for 
swbmisslon of regwired reports lo lhe DepartmenL 

Category I and V private- schools and Category IV church-related sci'1ools approved by the State 
Board pursuant Jo T.C.A. § 49-50-801Cell1) and Slate Board rule 0520-07-02-.05{2) may be 
subject to monitoring conducted by the Department to ensure compliance with this Chaoter. Stale 
Board rules Chapter 0520-07-02, and any state or federal laws applicable to the school. The 
Department shall develop a monitoring guidebook setting forth the monitoring process which shall 
be posted on the Department's webslle . 

Monitoring of Category II and Ill private schools and Category IV church-related schools lhat are 
approved by an accredfl1ng or membership agency set forth in !his Rule shall be conducted by the 
schoot's accredillng or membership agency lo ensure compliance with this Chapter. Slate Board 
Rules Chapter 0520-07-02. any state or federal laws applicable to the school. as we ll as 
accredllallon or membership standards of-the agency. However, al any lime the Department may 
require documentation from the accrediting or membership agency regarding the monitoring of 
any of the agency's schools. If the Department becomes aware of potential non-compliance with 
this Chapter. Slate Board Rules Chapter 0520-07-02, and/or any state or federal laws appl cable 
to the school . notrce shall be senl to the school and the accreditlno or membership agency 
regarding the non-compllance and shall be addressed by the accredlting or membership agency 
In accordance wrth requirements fo r accrediting or membership agencies set forth In Stele Board 
Rules Chapter 0520-07-02, The Department may conduct an on-site visit lo a school to verify that 
compliance has been established, In consultation with the accrediting or membership agency. 

Category II , Ill. and IV accrediting and membership agencies shall publish accreditation policies 
and lists of all accredited and/or member schools on a publicly avaflable websile . Category II . Il l 
and IV accrediting and membership agencies shall also submit an undated 11st of-all accredited or 
member schools annually to lhe Department by the deadline established by the Department. 
Category II. ill and IV accrediting agencies shall also notify the Department or any schools that are 
added or removed from the agency's list of accredited or member schools within ten /10} business 
days of the addition or removal . 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201. 49-1-302, 49-50-801, and 49-6--3001. Adminis trative History: 
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0520-07-02-.01 _ CATEGORIES. 

f1L___._T[1i,re l?_hJ!II ~~ li,..e _(~.'s~Jl!iiGfiEl& ;;ix {6) Lypes of non;public §~hop_l_§ in T~IJ.r:t.!!!l;i8El as set forth in 
this Chapter: Categories I. II. Ill. and V private schools. Category IV church-related schools, and 
Independent home schools, 

(a)-CalegoPJ l sohools--ar~OS8--apj,!QV8G--lRGi¥i1Wally---by-lh~ftffi8Rl~UGlHiG!h
Spei;lal---p\lfpe68---pH}grams--whiGl1 address a sludeRl's educalkm---wmle---feGeiviRg---1,rum 
larm--meal~rafl6iafrt Garo may aloo--be-aWnivad as Cale!;i9P/ l schools. 

{h)------Gate9G,:y--iH1GAGels-ar-e-ill8S&-WhlGl:i-a~iled-by...aR-.1gal'IGy.-wl:\o&e--aGM;dllalioFr 
prosasi; ii; appr-GVaG-&y.-tl\e-,Slate-Soa~ura!JGR,. 

(<:.}---CalegGr-)'-l!l-&cMGls.ar.e-411G&0-WAiGll-are-r-egiGAall~iled, 

(G)-G~IV--Gmools-aro--l-llo6&-6Gllools--wRIG1'l--ar-e----::cl¾lr~~t---ffllffi 
regl.llatlaA6---aGGGl'dl~ 

(~tegePJ \I solloo4s--a~g~~00688-1:>epaFlmGF\l-ef 
eduoatieA. 
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schools. and lndependant home schools as denned in T .C.A. § 49-6-3050 s.atisfy lhe compulsory 
school attendance requirements for students who are ages six /6) through sev!lnleen 1171. 
inclusive. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201--amJL 49-1-302, 49,50-801_ 49-6-3001. and 49-6-3050. Administrative • 
History: (For history prior to June 1987, see pages II-Iii). New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 
1987. Repealed and new rule filed March 16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. Amendment filed December 
19, 2002; to be effective April 30, 2003; however, on April 29, 2003, the State Board of Education stayed 
amendment to 0520-07-02-.01(1)(() until June 28, 2003. Amendment to become effective June 28, 2003. 
Repeal and new rule filed December 28, 2005; effective April 28, 2006. Amendment filed February 20, 
2008; effective June 27, 2008. Repeal and new rule filed July 29, 2011; effective December 29, 2011. 
Amendments filed August 11, 2017; effective November 9, 2017. 
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0520-07-02-.02 _CATEGORY I: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION APPROVAL. 

/1 l Category I schools are schools aporoved Individually by the Department or Education 
("Departmenrl, Special purpose schools lhal address a student's education while receiving short• 
term medical or trans1ent care may also be approved as Category I special purpose schools 

~ A school seeking Gat"!ifO"Y I status may---faGeive~pproval by-Glfeclas a Category I school 
shall submit an application for approval to the Department e~R.--On a form developed by 
the Department and meet any deadnnes for application established by the Departmenl. 

f+l.IBL The criteria aAG-p«JGedu~hl-tlm-&val1a1ali8A--Of~e--&ama-a~sliG-
set,ools;--aoofor approval as a Category I school shall include the. follgwlng: 

Cal Attendance. 

!h----1. Each school shall comply with the requirements of T.C.A. § 49-6-3007 regarding 
the reportlng of the names, ages, and addresses of alJ pupils in attendance to the 
elF961erDirector of sGROOl&Scliools for the public school &y&temdlstrict in which the 
student._resides. 

_2. ___ Each school shall ensure students entering Kindergarten have reached five (5) 

3. 

years of age on or before August 15 pursuant to T.CA. § 49-6-201(b)(3), unless 
the prlncipal or head of school finds lhrough evaluation and testlng. at the reouest 
of the parent or legal guardian. that a child who is fIVe (5) on or before September 
30 is suffic1enlly mature emollonally and academically to enter Kindergarten and 
the school has a policy permitting testing by lhe principal or head of school to 
obtain early admission to Kindergarten. 

Each school sha ll have at least ten (10) full-time school-age students enrolled each 
school year. 

.{QL Fact! lies, Health, and Safety. 

{8}_1._ Each school shall comply with all laws, rules and regulations, and codes of the city, 
county, and state regarding planning of new buildings, alterations and health and 
safety. 

~.fu__Each school shall observe all fire safety regulations and procedures promulgated 
by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Each school shall conduct at least one (1) fire safety inspection annually based on 
the lire safety inspection checklist developed by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's 
Office and mainlajn cooles of the inspection reports. Including findings of non
comoliance and actions taken to comply for review by the Tennessee Fire 
Marshal's Office end the Department. 

Each school shall construct. remodel. renovate, 8)(pand. or modify school buildings 
or other structures In accordance with any state and/or federal regulrements 
applicable to the school regarding building accesslblnty, which may Include, but Is 
not limited to. the Americans with Disabllllies Act and Section 504 or the 
Rehabilitatlon Act of 1973. 

Each principal or head or school shall comply with the requirements of Department 
of Heatth rules and. subject to any applicable exemptions set forth In state law or 
Department of Mealth rules, 
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1,cl 

{2) 

6, Each school shall conduct criminal history records check prior to emptoymenl for 
any person applying for or holding a position as a teacher or any other position 
requiring proximity to school children, Criminal hlst0IV records checks shall also 
be. required for any person or employee of the person. corporation, or other entity 
who contracts with a school and who will have direct contact with school children 
or access to the grounds of the school when children are presenl The criminal 
history records check shall be fingerprint based or social security number based 
am! shall also Include a check of !he Tennessee and National Sex Offender 
Registries and the Tennessee Department of Health Abuse Registry , Schools may 
also search the Tennessee educator flcensure database ITNCompassl to 
determine if an applicant for a teaching posiUon or any other position requiring 
proximity to school children has had a Tennessee educator license suspended or 
revoked for misconduc 

Curriculum and Graduation. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

The instructional program shall include, but not be 1/m ted to, the areas of English 
language arts, n1athematics. social studies, and science. Addillonally. schools are 
encouraoed lo offer art. music. health and physical education, and world language, 

Each school shall use textbooks and instruclional materials that adequately cover 
all subjects in the school's instructional program, 

Each high school shall adopt a graduation requirements policy requiring students 
to earn at least the minimum number of Iota! credits required for graduation set by 
the State Board In Rule 0520-01-03-.06. The school's pohcy shall also require 
students to achieve the required minimum number of credits set by the State Board 
in Rule 0520-01-03-.06 In the subjecls of English language arts. mathematics. 
science. and socia l studies. This provision shall nol be construed as regulrino the 
same courses in the sub1ects of English language arts. mathematics. science. and 
soclal studies that are required for public schools, The school shall determine the 
additional subject areas and credits necessary for graduation from high school as 
sel forth In the school's graduaaon requirements policy to meet or exceed the 
minimum total number or credits se t by Ille State Board In Rule 0520-01-03-.06. 

Al least once every school year. each school shall give a nationally standardized 
achievement test covering the areas of Eng list) language arts and mathematics to 
each student In third (3'd\ through eleventh (11 "') grades; the results must be 
communicated to teachers and parents and kept as part of the student's 
permanent record. Examples of nationally standardized ach,evornent tests include 
ACT/SAT and benchmark assessments. Schools may identrfy alternate 
assessmenls for students wlth the most significant cognitive disabilities, 

Teach~r Ucensure and Evaluation ·-

(G)1 . Each school shall ensure that all teachers and princ pals possess an active ◄· 
Tennessee educator license as orovided In Stale Board Rules Chapter 0520-02-
03. 

PFegroms-wplci:I address a sru~l:lilG-i:eGaiviFl!j sl:lort term m&Gi~F--iraAsleAl 
Gare-rna~pro••ed as Cal~&-6~-1:10---GfillYla-and--proGodura& 
use(i.:l~vall-ial.lGA--Gf-inlGR-Glasse& ar&tlle same as fGF--tll&-pwtlR&£Gl1ool~HeF--6Gl:lools 
-Ff!GG§Ri~~ls-ms!ooing;-b,ll-AGl---lim l~ 

2. Each school shall develop procedures for the annual evaluation of all teachers and 
principals In accordance with State Board Evaluations Rule 0520-02-01 -.15. 

Ocklber. 2020 (ReviB&Gj 4' 
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Ce) 

(~---'--Teaching experience shall count towards years of experience on U1e PeFsennel 
lflloff!latlOR--Repor-lifit,jn Iha Department's Educator Data Management Syst=e~m=·--

4. Each school shall provide a sufficient number of appropriately qualified 
administrators, superv sors, and other personnel. which may Include, bul Is not 
Hmiled to. llbranans and school counselors. for the student body served_ 

Administratjye Rules 

(b-)---+eaGlleRr&hall--tla-eYaltia~hOOHlt!alkl&\1810fJiml00d~U 
loaGl=liAg-jl8FSOM81,. 

1. Each school shall maintain an operating schedule that inc ludes lhe minimum 
number of Instructional days (180) and minimum number of hours per day (6 ½) 
required of public schools. In acco/dance with TC.A § 49-6-3004. a school that 
exceeds the required six and one-half 16 ½\ hours of instructional tJme per day for 
the full academic year shall be credited with the additional Instructional time in 
amounts up lo. but not exceeding. thirteen 113) lnslructi"onal days each school 
year. Such excess instructional time shall be used in accordance with T.C.A. § 49-
6-3004(e)/1l- Schools that are unable to meet the required 180 Jnslructional day 
requirement due to natural disaster or serious outbreak of Illness affecting or 
endangerino students or staff during the school year may request a waiver of the 
minimum Instructional day requirement ·from the Commissioner_ 

2 

3. 

4. 

5 . 

6. 

Each school shall comply with all applicable slate and federal laws prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis or disability. including but not Omited lo the Americans 
with b lsabllllles Acl and SecUon 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

Each school shall develop and Implement a written ooHcy on promotion and 
retention. The written po/Icy shall be communicated lo students and parents v,a 
the school handbook. 

Each school shall ensure that class sizes do not exceed the class size maximums 
ror public schools set rorth in stale law. 

Each school shall malnta n complete and accurate permanent records of the 
following for all students: attendance, disciplinary matters. work completed while 
enrolled al the school. and oromohon or retention determinations. 

Each school shall provide periodic reports of student needs and academic 
progress to parents or legal guardians during each school vear. 

(4-jl,l~F& 6Rall-be-ffGem;eG-Gy,.IRY:::!anR&660&-QepaftmaAl~Galion.-A~a 
(4}-teaclier shall ha•,e an endoFsemeAt-1!H$80ial-eE!HGaliGR-afl(H';hall---btHlvailable----te 
pmvkla-sel'Vloos--foHllglble s!l,n:lenls. 

(G-)-SGRools---ooa/kef;eFl---attendaAGB-tG---#le---oGhool~I\Klool-l&---OlftGi3Hy 8AFOlled 
wheFe applisallle. 

(f) 

loj1 , Sd1ool~rooi:-aoo-admiAislef.-stat-Ghievement am:I Encl of-GouRi8 
81iS66Sm~t-srudenl6 lo halp--tllam-s~QF-{li:adHatioo. 

Colegeiy l 8pe6ial 12~Fpeso eel:leels sf;isll eo eeem91'1 appr9PFiel9;-lfalnlf19 sshoo!& .fet

ltlosaa6ee~al~ent leashing pla~ 

~ L.........Gale§GfY--l-5Gl:loGls All schools seeking approval of a pre-kcfS program shall satisfy • 
the standards for Infant/toddler, preschool, and school-age extended care 

01,rolm, 202-0-(~ ~ 
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(4) 

15) 

programs outlined in RlileState Board Rules Chapter 0520-12-01 , 

The criteria for approval as a Category I Special Purpose school shall Include the criteria listed in 
Paragraph (3} of this Rule in addition to the following· 

la} 

lb\ 

Comollance with the following laws and Rules. as applicable: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

T.C.A. § 49-6-3023 and State Board of Education Ru les Chapter 0520-01-12 
regarding students incarcerated in juvenile detention centers; 

T.C.A § 49-3-370 and State Board of Educa~on Rules Chapter 0520-01 -20 
regarding students admllled to licensed residential mental health treatment 
facilities: and/or 

T.C.A. § 49-3-308 and State Board of Education Rules Chaoter 0520-01-15 
regarding students admitted to court-ordered day troalment facili\les, 

Category I Special Purpose schools shall be deemed appropriate placement sites for 
educator candidates seeking specialized clinical placements. 

Monitoring and Revocation. 

(a) 

(b) 

Category I and Category I Special Purpose schools shall report all required data annually 
to the Departmenlas required by State Board Rule 0520-07-01-.04 and many Departmenl
provlded procedures. 

The Department shall notify a school of non-compliance with this Rule. Stale Board Rufes 
Chapter 0520--07-01. and any applicable state or federal laws and establish a deadline by 
whtch the school shall show evidence of compliance. If the school does nol come Into 
compliance by lhe speclfied deadline. lhe Department may revoke approval al the school 
after providing notice of revocation 10 the school Revocation of aoprollal shall cake effect 
at the end of the school year In which the non-compliance was reported lo the school. or 
on another date Identified by the Department, 

1. A school may appeal the revooation decision. Appeals must be- submitted to the 
Department within fourteen (14) calendar days or lhe Department electronically 
sending the nollce or revocalio11 thal Is being apoealed. The day that lhe 
Department sends the notice of revocation shall not count as part of the fourteen 
/14 l calendar days. The Commissioner or Commissioner's Designee shall make a 
determination and issue an elecironlo nolifjcaLlon lo the appealfng party within 
forty-five {45) calendar days of receiving the appeal. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201, 49-1-302, 49-6-101, 49-6-3001, 49-6-3004., and 49-50-801. Administrative ◄ 
History: (For history prior to June 1987, see pages 11-111). New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 
1987. Repealed and new rule filed March 16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. Amendment filed October 
29, 2008; effective February 28, 2009. Repeal and new rule filed July 29, 2011; effective December 29, 
2011. Amendment filed March 24, 2014; effective August 29, 2014. Amendments filed August 11, 2017; 
effective November 9, 2017. 

0520-07-02-.03 _CATEGORY 11: AGENCY ACCREDITATION. 

~e--Slal&-8~-IA~aol-aGGfedilBOOR--flffiGeG~ 
&Gl.GGl-aGGredlliAg--a9~elh 

{~klm!f-(u!l--a~itaUoo-&taws-w~ved-agaA&y--41i:e-awr'8V8G--GY-lka 
Depa~ 
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(1) Category II schools are approved by an agency whose ability lo accredit schools In Tennessee fs 
approved by the Slate Board. The Department shall review and recommend lo the Stale Board for 
aoproval a list of private school accredlllng agencies. Agencies approved by the State Board to 
accredit category II private schools shall be Usted in State Board Policy 3.500. Agencies seeking 
approval by the State Board shall submit an appllcalion to the Department and meet all 
requirements set forth in th is Rule to be recommended for approval. 

(a){~L ... Jiome schools wl1lGfl.!lli!lmay affiliate with an approved agencyY:13 not approvable under 
this category. 

{4)11L....Procedures for Arwllcatlon as-afrApprovad Non F'Hbl Gand Approval of a Category 11 Privale, School 
Accreditin~goncy. 

(a) 

(b) 

M.!!~Y-~~king appr~vl!I as a Category II private school accrediting agency ~h,ill apgty 
submit an application tQ !J:!EI D_opart!f1~nt er eiduGalion aAd shalkllpply.f'ela\l.anl Information 
n!KKlooon a form developed _by t~El.J)~(Ja_rtmen_t:. and meet any deadlines for applicaUon 
established by the Department. 

The Department ~tieA-Shall review the completed application of the agency wilt\ 
respect lo !he criteria for approval set forth In this Rule and recommend to tho State Board 
~ie11-that the application be approved or denied. The applicant agency may 
address the State Board ef EidllGatieR at the time its application is being considered by the 
Board by providing notice to the Board or its request to speak In accordance with State 
Board Polley 1.400. 

(.§)~F!8f!Gd..efProbattonarv Ap roval, and Revocation of Approval 

ta> 

(bl 

(C) 

A State Board approved Category II accrediting agency is approved for a period oflive {5) 
years. unless the agency's approval is revoked as set forth In this Rule during the five /5) 
year approval period . Al the expiration of the f!Ve (51 year approval period. approved 
agencies shall re-apply for aporoval if the agency seeks lo continue as an approved 
Category II accrediting agency Applications will nol be considered mid-cycle. 

The Department shall notify an agency of non-compliance with this Rule or the non-
comp!lanco or any or its accredited schools localed in Tennessee with this Rule. State 
Board Ru les Chapter 0520-07-01. and any applicable state or federal laws·and ostabllsh a 
deadline by which the agency shall show evidence of co,nptlance. II the agency does nol 
come into compliance by the specified deadline. the Department may provide notice to the 
agency of Intent to recommend to the State Board that the agency be placed on 
probatlonary approval status. 

If tho Department recommends to the Slate Board that the agency be Placed on 
probationary approval. the Department shall provide lo the Stale Board. 

1. Information regarding the non-compriance: 

2 . Reasons supoort1ng the recommendation to place the agency on probationary 
approval: and 

{a) TJ:m period-Gr appi:e>1al far a rece~d agensy shall bEHiv~ears; 

{bl ,1111 ageAGY-WJ:\IGMalls..to-meet-lhe-minirn-slandaras !or agenc:y.-appr-0Val-will-hm1&-i1£ 
appr-e\lal r=e¥oked. 

3. All noUces provided to lhe agency recierd ng non-compliance and responses of the 
agency. 
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fd) 

(el 

m 

(g) 

Representatives of the aaeney may request to speak al the State Board meeting al which 
the recommendation for probationary approval rs under cons deration oursuanl to State 
Board Policy 1.400. 

If the Slate Board votes lo place the agency on probationary approval status, the agency 
shall submit a corrective action plan to the Department. If the agency successfully 
compleles the terms of the corrective acUon olan. the Department shall bring a 
recommendation to the S1ate Board that the agency be removed lrom probatlonary 
approval status and restored to lull approval. Any agency thal Is reslDred to full approval 
after being placed on probationary approval status will still be required to re-apply for full 
appr011al at lhe expiration of its initial five {5) year approval period. If the agency does not 
successfufly complete the torms of the corrective action plan. the Department shall bring a 
recommendation that lhe State Board revoke the agency's approval. 

If the Department recommends to the State Board that the agency's approval be revoked, 
the Department shall provide to the Stale Board: 

1. lnformalion regarding the non-compliance; 

2, Reasons supporting the recommendation lo revoke the agency's approval; and 

3_ All notices orovlded to the agency regarding non-compliance and responses of the 
agency. 

The agency may address tha Slate Board at the meeting where lhe revocation 
reoommendation Is being considered by the Board by providing noUce lo the Board of its 
request to speak In accordance with Stale Board Polley 1.400-

(h\ If the Stale Board votes to revoke approval of the agency, the agency's aporoval shall 
expire al the end of the school year during which the vote takes place, or on another date 
speclfiad by the Slate Board. 

~ 4 Criteria for Approval of a ~bllGCategory II Private, School Accred_itj_Q.Q...89~~Y, • 

{a}--Scope of Operation of Agency. The agency~shall : _ _ 

(b) 

(c) 

1. Jjave a clearly written statement of,.ppjegj_v~ s· 

2. pe!ineate the rocess by which it accredits schools;.pn_d __ _ 

3. !:f~Vl[I al least five (5) f!lember schools each with at least ten _Q) full-time students • 
enrolled each school year, 

,Qrg~izaUon of Agency. The a ~.,shall: 

2. _Employ jl_l loast one (1) full-;,.lime agency head or ,director f.sGl.leels-Gf. 
6\-Jpefilliemlefll,___ 

Agenc res n&lbflltlesResponsibllities,. Thi[! ~g~n£Y,;;hall: 
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,Give advance _Q!!!)lication of propJ}sed _chanrui_s _inaccreditation __ standards _to_ • ~ 

schools. These changes must be approved in advance by the Department-Bf ~ 
iduGatiefi: 

----,I 
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deficienciesi- 1 
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5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

GGl=loolsthe agency; 

Notify the Department within Len (101 business days of adding or removipg an 
accredited school from its list: 

.Require schools to rep9rt to the accrediting agency pn ~flc!!Jn!ele§. whk;h!bfil 
could affect accredited.,sta'lus; ______ _ 

Have procedures for revocation of accreditation Provide-a-list-Gf..all--oow=sas-taughl
aAa-l~rao&-1&\lels-a! whlsh lhey for anv school that does not comply with the 
agency's standards for aoproved schools. Such procedures shall include how the 
agency monitors approved schools fur compliance with agency standards. 
Including working with schools lo remedy areas of non-compliance thal are la1,1ghl 
a~~Gl1ool;-fdenlified by the Department: and 

Publish an_g fo_!!ow minimum standards Y61£19:lhe-fellQ_wiA9 llffl~e agensy 
ma)'---Y68-ll:le-6!aAdarils as set rGflMFl-ll'l&--Sl~ar-d's Minimum RequlrooleAt& 
!ef..41le--AppFOVal el ?11bl~1,11&).1"or approved schools. lncludlng. at a 
minimum: 

{ii) 

(-lt--+J'le--pn:19i:affi-6ffilll-lHGl!roa;-l,1ut-ROl,.be..Jimi~ he aFeas ef readio§,
la!l§tla9Eral'l&rmalhomaliss, s0Gial &luaios, ssience. art, mu&lG;-l:leal!h
ami--p"1ysk;aj..eduGatiM-c 

~l-u6&-priAt--a~rlnl malerials,-!Aciud1ng 
leKlbooks, whlGh are aaequale-l.-eel--UllHleEIG& of the IRsl1116lief:!al 
i-gram,. 

{ln}-eaGR--GW~lkneet the ITTmimum-r-eq11lramoots-ff>f..gi:aduatioff..se~ 
l;y RB Slate likl~'811GalioA In Ch::ip19F 0530 01 03. 

IA SBF\'iGe . 

ieaGl:t school shall tu111e-a-m!Aim11FJ1 of live (5) days--fof-lA..se~loo
f'Jer SSROBI year. 

Octol:ler, :w:w fRe11isecij ~ 
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fiii~Teai;,l:u1r bloensu,e ans l.•ral11ali9A, 

Ill 

{l}--C-ach a9encry shall--swmiWls;:iFGGeGl.lres-fGf..liooA~f..tl:I& 
agew;y-<k>es net ~se the Tennasse~itmaffi-GI-E-dl!GatiGn 
~-&yatem,-lt----must-lJ-...a-oomparable----oystem-eased-!Jf)Gfl 
8'1l1GatiGAal--lr.aiRiAg. 

(ll ach---!a0GRBr-1,F;,FiAG!pat--Ghall---11etG--a-Vali~l!GeRSIHlF-J)BRl'lil 
as-<lallAe&i,y--lJ:!&-a90ncy-GGvBFilt§---the-~ssl9nment. 

{lllt----Ga~~l------4evelep-pF~licialieR--Gr-all 
p"8fessieRal--SGR~el, 

Attendance. 

(I) Each school shall comply wilh the requirements of T,C.A. § 49--6--
3007 regarding lhe reporting of the names. ages. and addresses 
of all pupils in attendance lo the dlreclor of schools for the publlc 
school district in which the student resides. 

i!.!L__Each school shall ensure students entering Kindergarten have 
reached five (5) years of age on or before August 15 pursuant .to 
T.C.A. § 49--6-201 {b)(3), unless the principal or head at school 
finds through evaluation and testin9i at the. request of the parent 
or legal guardian. that a chpd Who Is five (5) on or before 
September 30 Is suffic ently malura ernolionally and academically 
to enter Kindergarten and lhe school has a policy permittlnci 
testing by the principal or head of school to obtain early admission 
to Kindergarten. 

{i-4.(ll)__Facilities, Health, and Safety. 

GGwbar,--2-020 (Revised) 

(I) Each school shall comply with all laws, rules and regulations, and ~ 
codes of the city, county, and state regarding planning of new 
buildings, alterations, and health ancl safety. 

(11) Each school shall observe all fire safety regulations and 
procedures promulgated by the Tennessee Fire Marshal'~Qffl~. 

~111}-eaGh &Ghool &ha~&--Glassmo~~ter-ies,--ano--llbraRB&-WhlGh 
aFe--SUffiGiaRHR--AUFROOf.;--ad~RG--SG--GGAGIRlG!ed-afl4 
aff8A9ed as la -be--GGAduclYe la saFFyiA~~asslgAed aGtw1lles-. 
Playgra11nds and physiGal-educatleA rasllities--&hall-be-well--maiRtaiMG, 
ffee-f'rom-lla;!ams,aAG--la~~l--aR-8dequa-le---flm9Fam 
ef phys.lea! edUGalioo.. 

mn Each school shall conduct at least one {1 l fire safely inspection 
annually based on the fire safety inspection checklist developed 
by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office. and maintain copies of 
the inspection reports. Including findings of non--cornpliance and 
actions taken to comply for review by the Tennessee Fire 
Marshal's Office. 

4t 
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Ociobar, 2020 (Re.,lsed) 

/IVI Each school shall construct. remodel. renovate. exoand. or modify 
school buildings or other structures in accotdance wllh any stale 
and/or federal requi rements apprlcable to lhe school regarding 
bulldlng accessibility. whlch may include. bul Is nol limited to. the 
Americans with Disabifitles Act and Section 504 of the 
Rehab,lllatlon Act of 1973. 

(-4---e.aGl:l-GG11oo+-shal malr-italA-a!H}Jl8fatlAg-66R600la-ltiat- lnG11c1(1a&-too 
ml!¼imURHlHmbe~troollenal--Gays-afl4-oo1-.1f&-f9qwred--04>1c1bllG 
SGl!eel&.-

{ll¾-E-A-SGOOGl---llla~vili86-S&fVl6&&40-6l\Jdenl&-wiln·dl6abllilie6 shall 
maet..all standards of--lR8-Slat&-8Gard-8.f-EeUGatioA---Speclal-E-01c1G<1-tioo 
J¾Gg1ams-al:ili-Sei:v1Gas-Rule Oa:!O 01 08-, 

(~lf.l-E-oo!H;G~lkl~li-lmplemer-it--a--wrillM-f!Gl~!IOR 
aRG-f8tootion, :J'.Re written pollGy-&Aall be commun!Galed to sludeAf& 
aREI paFeRIS. 

(IV) The max,mllffi-6flf9ltfl1&flt&-fof.afl--lflGMoool slas& shall--be-Gpac flfHl,4lall 
ool-be-&llbjeGt-to-wawar,..aM--6Rall--ROklxcaad-ltie-fellowlflg. 

II.----Graoo-foHr-(4µwanty-eighl-i23-~ 

1l lie&--lwe-tl'lr-GH~~ir4y-{~8fll& 

IV-.-------Gr-ada&-&evell--lflr-GUgl:l-lwelve (7 12)· lhii:ty..fiv~G&Rls 

v_ \Locallonal od1c1sallon, gralies se\•an lhmugMwal\l&-f+-~~ 
lweRt~hl (2!]) 6ll-.ld8R~lly membeFEhip--4,f 
afl}'---Ml-llme-veGallenal----t6acheF-6Ra!Hlot-aXGe8d-twemy-tRrae 
(23) sl1c1denls. 

M-eaet-l-5s~llall-ma1AlaiA---OOmplete---aA!i--aGG1M-ate,ieimaAefll 
F8GORl~.fOF-MGIH.tooool-fGf-atl--w~r-oogf:l.h1§1l 
6Ghoo~s-raQ½l r* 

~-aGl:I sshosl shalkl11-al~le~nd-r~peft..llle..ooeds-aoo-f}f8fli:&SS 
of its fll-.ll)ils. 

(~11---;ffi>vlde a sllffisienl -numbef...-.ef~el)Rately 
~lified-admil'llslfatQF&,llbrafian&;-afl~~IGr-&-~ 
st\JOOAt--oody.681V8G,-

~ ach principal or l\aadmaslerhead of school shall comply with the 
requirement of 

(V) Department of Health Rules and T.C.A. § 49-6-5001 that each 
child enrolled in school be vaccinated against disease. subject to 
any applicable exemolions set rorlh In State law or Department of 
Health Rules. 

f!X}-~GA-f)fil-lGi~eaamasleF-GRal~ir-aflls4 
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(iii) 

~ .A. § ~g 6 -3007 regarding --f8f)MiA~mes.-ages. am;! 
aooR1Sses4--ail-pupll&-1n-a1wnaaAGe-1o-the al~Glor af scl1aels-fef--!11e 
pool~em-lR-WAioo--l~denl-feslde&.-

.!Y!L.__~Each school shall conduct a criminal history records che<:k 
prior to employment for any person applylno for or holding a 
position as a teacher or any other pos ition requiring proximity lo 
school children Criminal history records checks shall also be 
required for any person or employee of the person. corporalfon. 
or other entity who contracts with a school and who wi ll have direct 
contact With school children or access to the grounds or the school 
when children are presen t. The criminal history records check 
shall be fingerprint based or social seclJrllv number based and 
shall also Include a check of the Tennessee and National Sex. 
Offender Registries and the Tennessee Department or Health 
Abuse Registry . Schoofs may also search the Tennessee 
educator licensure database C(NCompass) to determine if an 
applicant for a leaching position or any other position requiring 
proximity to school children has had a Tennessee educator 
license suspended or revoked for mlsconducl. 

Curriculum and Graduation 

m 

(II} 

/Ill) 

The instructional program shall Include, but not be limited to. the 
areas of English language arts. mathematics, social studies, and 
science. Additionally. schools are encouraged to offer art. mus,c, 
health and physical education. and world language. 

Each school shall use textbooks and instructional materials that 
adequately cover all sub)ecls in the school's Instructional program. 

Each high school shall adopt a graduation requirements policv 
~ students to earn at least the minimum number of total 
credits required ror graduation set by the Slate. Board in Rule 
0520-01-03-.06. The school's policy shall also require students to 
achieve the required minimum number of credits set by the State 
Board In Rule 0520-01-03-.06 In the sub[ects of English language 
arts, mathematics . science. and social studies. This provision 
shall not be construed as requiring the same courses in the 
subjects of English language arts. mathematics. science. and 
social studies that are required for public schools . The-school shall 
determine the addlUonal subiect areas and credits necessary for 
graduation from high school as set forth In U1e school's graduation 
requirements policy to meet or exceed the minimum total number 
or credits set by the State Board in Rule 0520-01-03-.06. 

~II/!Y}_At least once every school year, each school shall give a 
nationally standardized achievement test covering the areas of 
madifl§;-Enqlish language arts,--malh,----sGleiu;e, and 68Gial 
slmil86math to each pupil In third ~ through twelllR 
gr,waeleven1h /11"') grades; the results must be communicated to 
teachers and parents and kept on file at \he school for one (1) 
calenders~_ar. Examples of nationally standardlzBd achievement 
tests include ACT/SAT and benchmark assessments. Schools 
may Identify alternate asse&sments for students with the most 
significant cognitive disabliilles. 

~ 
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(rv) 

M 

Teacher Ucensure and Evaluation , 

m 

(II) 

1111) 

Each school Shall ensure that all teachers and principals are 
appropriately licensed or credenlialed. as defined by the 
accrediting agency , 

Each school shall develop proc&dures for evaluation of all 
teachers and principals. 

Each school shall provide a sufficient number of aporoprialely 
aualilied adm)nislrators. supervisors. and other personnel. which 
may include, but is nol limited to, librarians. and school 
counselors, for the student body served. 

Administrative Rules. 

(I) 

(Ill 

{llll 

{VI) 

Each school shall maintain an operating schedule tl1al Includes 
the minimum number of instructional days (180\ and minimum 
number or hours per day (6 ½l required of public schools, In 
accordance with T.C.A. § 49-6-3004, a school Iha! exceeds the 
requi red six and one-half (6 ½l hours of instructional ltme per day 
for !he full academic year shall be credited with the addllional 
Instructional lime in amounts up to, but not exceeding, thirteen 
{13) instructional days each school year. Such excess 
instructional time shall be used in accordance with T.C.A. § 49-6-
3004!ell1l. Schools that are unable to meet the required 180 
instrucllonal day requlremen1 due to natural disaster or serious 
outbreak ol Illness affecting or endangermg students or slaff 
during the school year may request a Waiver of the minimum 
instructional day regufremenl from the school's accrediting 
agency. 

Each school shall comply with applicable slate and federal laws 
prohibillnq disoriminatlon on the basis of d1sab1lity, Including bul 
not limited to U1e Americans with DlsabiliUes Act and Section 504 
of the RehablljtaUon Act of 1973. 

Each school shall develop and Implement a written pol!cy on 
promotion and retention. The written policy shall be 
communicated to students and parents via the school handbook. 

Each school shall ensure that class sizes do not exceed the class 
size maximums set forth In state law. 

Each school shall maintain complete and accurate permanent 
records of the following for all students. attendance, disciplinary 
matters, work completed while enrolled al the school, and 
promotion or retention determlnallons. 

Each school shall provide periodic reports of student needs and 
academic progress to parents or !e9<1I guardians during each 
school year. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201, 49-1-302, 49-6-3001 and 49•50-B01. Administrative History: (For history 
prior to June 19B7, see pages li-fi/) . New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8. 1987. Repealed and 
new rule filed March 16, 1992; effeclive June 29, 1992. Amendment filed Augusl 31, 2001; effective 
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December 28,_2001. Amendment filed October 29, 2008; effective February 28, 2009. Amendment filed 
March 24, 2014; effective August 29, 2014. Amendments filed August 11, 2017; effective November 9, 
2017. 

0520-07-02-.04 CATEGORY 111: _REGIONAL ACCREDITATION. 

111 

(2} 

(1) Sd1esls IA tl:ll&-Ga~r~GAO (1) efihe fol!Gwll-lg~i!aliG!HIM&IGR-Gf 
~~AtFal-Assec!alio~dilat~nd----SGl:lool 
lmpmveme~NGA~wes+--AGGfOOllalioo----Cemmioolen {NWAC), aA<i the 
Sootl:iem-AsooGlatlon of Celleges aP'IEI SGllools-GeuMl~GGfOOitaliOfl--.aAd--SGlloGI 
lmpr-OVeFReRt-{SAGS-GASI)). the ~4i(ial&-State&-A&sooiah81Hl~llege&-aA~ls-fMSA};
ttie-N~oo-A6&GGlali~ ef SGJ;ieels-al'IG-GGllages-(-NEASGt,-ttl~len--Of 
Scl:l'18ls anli Colleges ('",'ASC), any accrediliAg assecialieA recagni.oed by....lhe ~Jational 
ASS{)GjatiO!'!-O~AdepeAdent Soheols--{NAIS}-G-Ommissien en AGGl-edllaoon. (:e.g •. the Ssuthem 
A6600iBth.m ef lnde~I.--SGAool6----{SAIS}}-m the Nalienal-C-OanGil---fGr----l¾lvata-&Aool 
Acrn!Gitatioo-{NGP..SA-)--asoorolr-ig-1e tl:le precedures an<i GfiieFla--66labllshed by lhe assGGiatiGA. 

Schools In this category are regionally accredited by one 11 l of the Category Ill regional accrediting 
aqencjes ldentmed in State Board Polley 3.500. 

To maintain approval as a Category Ill accrediting agency, each Cateoory Ill accrediting agency 
shall publish and follow minimum standards for approved schools, Including, at a minimum: 

lal Agency Responsibilities. The agency shall: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4 . 

5. 

6 . 

7 . 

8. 

Maintain written descriptions of the requirements for school accreditation and of 
the lavels or types of membership granted: 

Re-evaluate approved schools on a regular basis established by the agency: 

Give advance publicaOon or proposed changes in accreditation standards lo 
schools:, 

Advise schools or directly provide them with technical assistance to address 
deficiencies in meeting the accreditation standards of the agency; 

Notify Iha Department within len /10) business days of adding or removing an 
accredited scl1ool from Its list; 

Require schools to report to lhe accrediling agency on deficiencies that could affect 
accredited status: 

Have procedures for revocation of accreditation for any school that does not 
comply with the agency's standards for approved schools. Such procedures shall 
include how the agency monitors approved schools for compliance with agency 
.standards, including working with schools to remedy areas of non-compliance !hat 
are Identified by the Department: and 

Publish and follow minimum standards for approved schools In Tennessee, 
Including. al a minimum; 

(I) Attendance. 

~ ill.Each Ga!~chool!,_hall : 
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(Ii! 

O~secij 

IJ:lalregarding the reporllng of the names, ages, and addresses of 
all pupils In allendance ~ to the director of schools ror 
lhe public school syslemgistricl in which the studenl.[esidesraoo. _ 

(~~-Each school shall ensure .. s~penJs e_l!!ering 
klrloergaMRKlndergarlen, ~~e ~aCe_het!_ fiv~ (fil Y,eiiie pf age _Qn 
or before August 15 pursuant to T.C.A. §Jl-9-6-_?0'!.(t>)(~hl, unless _ 
the principal or head of school finds through evaluation and 
testing, al lhe request or the parent or legal guardian, thal a chlld 
who Is five (5) on or before September 30 Is sufficlentlv mature 
emotlonally and aC'.ademlca lly to enter Klnderqarten and the 
school has a policy permitting tes1ing by the principal or head of 
school to obtain early admission to Kindergarten. 

Facilities, Health, and Safety , 

(I) 

/Ill 

(Ill) 

(IV) 

CV) 

Each school shall comply with all laws, rules and regulations, and 
codes of the city, county, and state regard ng planning of new 
buildings, alterations and health and safely 

Each school shall observe all fire safety regulations and 
procedures promulaated by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office 

Each school shall conduct at least one (1) fire safety Inspection 
annually based on lhe fire safety Inspection checklist developed 
by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office, and maintain copies of 
the insoection reports. including findings of non-compliance and 
actions taken to comply for review by lhe Tennessee Fire 
Marshal's Office. 

Each school shall construe(, remodel, renovate, expand, or modify 
school buildings or olher structures in accordance with any stale 
and/or feder.il requirements applicable to the school regarding 
building accessibility. which may include, but s no! limited lo, the 
Americans with Disabilltles Aot and Section 504 of the 
Rehabifllation Act of 1973. 

Each principal or head of school shall comply with the requirement 
of Deperlment or Health Rules and T.C.A. § 49-6-5001 that each 
child enrolled in school be vaccinated against disease, subject lo 
any applicable exempl10ns set forth In State law or Department of 
Heailh Rules. 

Each school shall conduct a criminal h story records check prior 
lo employment for any person applying for or holding a pos1lion as 
a teacher or any other position requiring proximity lo school 
children, Criminal hf story records checks shall also be required for 
any person or employee or the person, corporation, or other entity 
who contracts with a school and who will have direct contact with 
school children or access lo the- grounds of the school when 
children are presenl The criminal history records check shall be 
fingerprint based or social securllv number based and shall aJso 
Include a check of the Tennessee and National Sex Offender 
Registries and the Tennessee Department of Health Abuse 
Registry. Schools may also search the. Tennessee educator 
licensure database (TNCompassl lo determine if an appllcant for 
a leeching position or any other posit on regu ring proximity lo 
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(lil) 

{iv} 

!vl 

school children has had a Tennessee educator license suspended 
or revoked for misconduct. 

Curriculum and Graduation. 

{I) 

{II) 

(llll 

{IV) 

The Instructional program shall Include.. but not be limited to. lhe 
areas or English language arts, malhemallcs, social studies, and 
science. Additfonally, schools are encouraged lo offer art, music, 
health and physical education. and world lanauage. 

Each school shall use t!!xtbooks and Instructional materials that 
adequately cover all sublec!s In the school's lnslrucUonal program. 

Each high school shall adopt a graduation requirements policy 
requiring students to earn at least the minimum number of total 
credits required for graduallon sel by the Stale Board in Rule 
0520-01-03-.06. The school's policy shall also require students lo 
achieve the required minimum number or credits set by the State 
Board in Rule 0520-01.03-.06 in the subjects of English language 
arts, malhematlcs, science, arid social sll.ldles. This oro1Jlsioo 
shall not be construed as requiring the same courses n the 
subjects of Eoglish language arts, mathematics. science, and 
social studies that are required for public schools_ The school shall 
determine the additional sublect areas and credits necessary for 
oraduabon from high school as set forth In the school's graduation 
requirements poUcy to meet or e>c;ceed the minimum total number 
or credits set by lhe Slate Board in Rule 0520-01 -03-.06. 

At least once every school year, each school shall 911Je a 
nationally standardized achievement test covering lhe areas of 
English language arts and math to each pupil n third (3'"1 through 
eleventh (11 "'} grades: lhe results must be com mun cated lo 
teachers and parents and kepi on file at the school for one (1 l 
calendaryear_ Examples of nationally standardized achievement 
tests include ACT/SAT and benchmark assessments. Schools 
may identify alternate assessments for students with lhe most 
significant cognitive djsabililies. 

Teacher L1censure and E1Jaluation. 

(I} 

(II) 

(Ill) 

Each school shaU ensure !hat eU teachers and pnncipals are 
appropnately licensed or credentialed, as defined by the 
accrediting agency, 

Each school shall de1Jelop procedures for evaluation of all 
teachers and principals, 

Each school shall provide a sufficient number of appropriately 
guafified administrators. super1Jlsors, and other personnel, which 
may include. but 1s not limited to, librarians, and school 
counselors. for the student body seNed. 

Administrative Rules. 

(I) Each school shall maintain an operating schedule that Includes 
the minimum number of Instructional days (180} and minimum 
number of hours per day (6 ½l regu1red or public schools, In 
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(3) 

(Ill 

1111) 

{IVI 

(V\ 

(Vil 

accordance with T.C.A § 49-6-3004. a school that exceeds the 
required six and one-half (6 ½l hours of inslrucliooal lime per dey 
for the full academic year shall be credited with the additional 
instruct onal time in amounts up lo. but not exceeding. thirteen 
{131 instructional days each school year. Such excess 
ins!ructlonal lime shall be used tn accordance with T.C.A. § 49-6-
3004/e)(1 I. Schools that are unable to meet the required 180 
Instructional day requirement due to natural disaster or serious 
outbreak of Illness affedlng or endangering students or staff 
during the school year may request a waiver of the minimum 
instruct onal day requirement from the school's accrediting 
agency. 

Each school shall comely with appflcable stale and federal laws 
prohibiting discrimination on lhe basis of disability. Including but 
not limited to the Americans with Disabilities Act and Seolion 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

Each school shall develop and Implement a written policy on 
promotion and retention, The wrillen policy shall be 
communicated to students and parents via the school handbook. 

Each school shall ensure that class sizes do nol exceed lhe class 
size maximums set forth in slate law. 

Each school shall maintain compleie and accurate permanent 
records or the following for all students: attendance. disciplinary 
matters. work completed while enrolled at the school. and 
promotion or retention determ nations. 

Each school shall provide penod,c reports of student needs and 
academic progress to oarenls or legal guardians during each 
school year. 

Probationary Approval and Denial of Approval. 

!al 

lbl 

The Department shall notify an agency of non-compnance wrn, Uiis Rule or the non-
compliance of any of 11S accredited schools located In Tennessee wrth this Rule, Stale 
Board Rules Chapter 0520-07-01. and any applicable slate or federal laws and establish a 
deadline by which the-agency shall show evidence of compliance. If the agency does not 
come Into compliance by the specified deadline. the Departmenl may provide notice to the 
agency of inlent to recommend to the Slate Board that the agency be placed on 
probationary approval status. 

If the Department recommends to the State Board that the agency be placed on 
probationary approval. the Department shall provide I.a the Stale Board: 

1. lnformaUon regarding the non-compliance: 

2 . Reasons supporting the recommendation to place the agency on probationary 
approval: and 

3. All not[ces provided to the agency regarding non-oomoliance and responses oflhe 
agency. 
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(cl 

(d) 

/el 

lfl 

lg) 

Representatives of lhe agency may request to speak at the State Board meetmg at which 
the recommendation for proballonary approval Is under conslderallon pursuant to State 
Board Polley 1.4-00. 

If the Slate Board votes to place the agency on probationary approval status, the agency 
shall submit a corrective actlon plan to lhe Department. If the agency successfully 
completes the terms or the corrective action plan. the Department shall bring a 
recommendation lo the State Board that the agency be removed from probationary 
aoproval status and granted full approval. If the agency does not successfully complete the 
terms of the corrective action plan, the Deoartrnent shall bring a recommendation that the 
State Board revoke the agency's approval. 

If the Deoartment recommends to the State Board that the agency's approval be revoked. 
the Department shall provide to the State Board: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Information regard ing the non-<:ompliance: 

Reasons supporting the recommendation to revoke the agency's approval: and 

All notices orovided to the agency regarding non-<:ompllance and responses of the 
agency. 

The agency may address the State Board at the meetrng where the revocation 
recommendation 1s being considered by the Board by providing nollce to the Board of Its 
request lo speak in accordance with State Board PoUcy 1 .'100, 

If the State Board votes to revoke approval of the agency, the agency's approval shall 
expire at the end or the school year during which the vole lakes place. or other date 
specified by the Stale Board. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-1-201, 49-1-302, 49-6-3001 , and 49-50-801. Adminlstratlve History: (For history 
prior to June 1987, see pages 11-iilJ. New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and 
new rule flied March 16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. Repeal and new rule filed February 20, 2008; 
effective_June 27, 2008. Amendment filed March 25, 2010; effecllve August 29, 2010. Amendment flied 
October 23, 2013; effective March 31, 2014. Amendments flied August 11, 2017; effective November 
9, 2017. 

0520-07-02-.05 _CATEGORY IV: EXEMP+ED CHURCH-RELATED SCHOOLS. 

(1) 

(2) 

~l'l s-cCategory IV schools are schools that are "church-related" and exempt from certain 
regulations regarding faculty, textbooks, and curriculum. T.CA. § 49-50-801 defines a church-:: 
related school as ~a sch.ool operated by denominational, parochial or other bona fide church 
organizations, which are required to meet the standards of accreditation or membership of the 
Tennessee Association of Christlan Schools, the Association of Christian Schools lnlemallonal. the 
Tennessee Association of Independent Schools, the Southern Associatlon of Colleges and 
Schools, the Tennessee Assoclallon of Non-Public Academic Schools, the Tennessee Association 
of Church Related Schools, the Association ot Classical and Christian Schools. the Tennessee 
Alliance of Church Related Schools, or a school affiliated with Accelerated ChrisUan .Education. 
Inc;'.~ 

(2) la:aGl'l sGl:iool sl:iall: 

tn accordance with T.C.A. § 49-6-3050. a parent may enroll their child In a Category IV school and 
participate as a parent-teacher in the Category IV school for the purposes of home schooling the r 
children Such parent-teachers shall meet the requirements established in T.C.A. § 49-6-3050 and 
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(3) 

shall be subject to the requirements established by the Category IV school for home school parent
leachers. Students who are enrolled In a Category IV school with a parent-teacher as provided In 
this paragraph and T.C.A. § 49-6-3050 shall be reported as enrolled students as required by 
paraoraph (Jl(fl below, In the same manner as all other enrolled students. A Category IV school is 
not required to conduct a Cflmlnal history records check as set forth In paragraph (3)(1) below for a 
parent-teacher who is instructing their own children. 

Each agency shall ensure all or its accredited or member schools: 

(a) 

(b) 

(cl 

(dl 

Comply with all laws, rules and regulallons, and codes of the city, county, and state 
regarding planning of new buildings, alterations, and health and safety._ 

Qb&el::wComply wllh all fire safety regulations and procedures promulgated by the 
Tennessee Fire Marsha rs._ Office. __ ___ ____ _ __ 

Conduct al least one (1 l flra safety inspection annually based on the fire safely inspection 
checklist developed by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office, and maintain copies of the 
Inspection reports, including findings of non-compliance and actions taken lo comply for 
review by lhe Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office 

Construct, remodel, renovate, expand. or modify school buildings or other structures in 
accordance with any slate and/or federal requirements appllcable to the school regarding 
building accessibility, which may Include, but is no! llmlted lo, the Americans with 
DisabillUes Act and Section 504 of lhe Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

{Gl_(fil__Comply with the ~ulreR1eAI€ gfreguirement or Department of Health Rules and T .CA § 
49.-6-5001 that each child enrolled In school be vaccinated against disease, subjecl lo any 
applicable exemptions set forlh in Stale law or Department of Health Rules. 

(d}{!} __ Comply with the requirement of T.C .A. § 49-6-3007 that the names, ages, and addresses 
of a ll pupfls in attendance be reported to the director of sohools or lhe public school 
systemgislrict In which the student fesides . 

(6}.Col_liA6Uff!Ensures students entering kimJai:gaflEmKindergarten have reached five (5) years of 
age on or before August 15 pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-6-201{b)(3}..), unless the principal or 
head of school finds through evaluation and testing, al the request ol lhe parent or legal 
guardian, that a child who 1s (ive (5) on or before September 30 Is sufficiently mature 
emotionally and academically to enter Kindergarten and the school has a policy permitting 
tasting by the principal or head of school to obtain early admission to Klnderoarten. 

!hl 

(I) 

Each school shall maintain an operating schedule that ncludes the minimum number of 
instructional days (180) and minimum number cl hours per day (6 ½) required of public 
schools. In accordance with T.C.A. § 49·6-3004, a school that exceeds the required six 
and one-half (6 ½) hours of instrucUonal lime per day for the full academic year shall be 
credited wilh the additional mstruclional lime In amounts up to. but not exceeding. lhlrteen 
(13) Instructional days each school year. Such excess Instructional time shall be used in 
accordance with T .C .A . § 49-6-3004fe}(1}. Schools that are unable lo meet the requlred 
180 instructional day requlrement due to natural disaster or serious outbreak of illness 
affecting or endangering students or staff during the school year may request a waiver of 
the minimum instructional day requirement from the school's accrediting or membership 
agency. 

l:ach school shall conduct a crimjna l history records check prior lo employment for any 
person applying for or holdina a position as a teacher or any other position requiring 
proxlmjly to school children. Criminal history records checks shall also be required for any 
person or employee oflhe person, corporation or other entity who contracts with a school 
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(4) 

15) 

16) 

ar,d who will have direct contact with school children or acuess lo the grounds of the school 
when children are present. The criminal history records cheol< shall be fingerprint based or 
social security number based and shall also include a check oflhe Tennessee and National 
Sex Olfender Registries and the Tennessee Department of Health Abuse Registry. 
Schools may also search the Tennessee educator ficensure database (TNCompass) to 
determine If an applicant for a teaching position or any other position regu ring proximity to 
school chUdren has had a Tennessee educator license suspended or revoked for 
misconduct. 

Church-related schools not accredited by or members of one of the agencies set forth m paragraph 
{1 l of this Rule may seek approval from the State Board as provided for In T.C.A. § 49-50-801 {e)/11 
by submitting lhe application on a form developed by the Stale Board slaff and meet any deadlines 
for application established by the State Board staff. Stale Board staff shall review any complete 
and timely submitted applicahon and provide a recommendation for approval or denial of lhe 
appllcaUon to the Slate Board. 

Schools aoprnved as Category IV schools by the State Board shall be monitored by the Department 
for continued compliance with the requirements set forth In paragraph {3) of this Rule, State Board 
Rule Chapter 0520-07-01. and all applicable state and federal laws. 

Reportlno of Non-Compliance and Revocation of Approval. 

!al For accrediting agencies listed In T.CA. § 49-50-801. the Deoarlment shall notify an 
agency of non-compliance or any of its accredited or member schools with this Rule, State 
Board Rules Chapter 0520-07-01. and any applicable state or federal laws and establish a 
deadline by which the agency shall show evidence of its accredited or member schools' 
compliance. lf the agency does not produce evidence of compliance by the specified 
deadline. the Department may provide notice of the continued non-cornpljance !o the chairs 
of the Education Committees of the Tennessee- House and Senate . 

For schools approved by the State Board as provided in paragraph /4) of this Rule. 
approval may be revoked by the State Board for non-compliance. The Department shall 
notify the school of non--0ompliance with this Rule. State Board Rules Chapter 0520--07-
01, and anv applicable state or federal laws and establish a deadline by which the school 
shall show evidence of compliance. If the school does not establish compliance by the 
specified deadline, the Department may orovlde notice to the school of intent to 
recommend lo the Stale Board that the school's approval be revoked. 

2. 

3. 

If the Department recommends revocajion of approval of a school to the State 
Board. the Department shall provide to the State Board; 

Information regarding the non-compliance: 

Reasons supporting the recomrnendaUon to revoke school approval: and 

(Ill) All notices provided lo the school regarding non-compliance and 
responses from the school 

Representatives of the school may request lo speak at the Stale Board meeting at 
which revocaUon Is under consideration oursuant to State Board Policy 1.400. 

If the Stale Board votes to revoke approval or a school, the revocation shall tak.e 
effect at the end of the school year In which the vote takes place. or on another 
dale identified by the Stale Board. 

Authority: T.G.A. §§ 49-1-201, 49-1-302, 49-6-3001. 49-6-3050, and 49-50-801. Administrative History: 
(For history prior to June 1987, sea pages li-fli). New rule filed April 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. 
Repealed and new rule flied March 18, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. Amendment filed February 20, 
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2008; effective June 27,_2008. Amendment filed October 29, 2008; effective February 28, 2009. 
Amendment filed March 25, 201 O; effective August 29, 2010. Amendment filed March 24, 2014; effective 
August 29, 2014. Amendments filed August 11, 2017; effective November 9, 2017. 

0520-07-02-.06 _CATEGORY V: AC-KNOWI.EiDGEOREGISTEREO FOR OPERATION. 

(1) Schools in this category are aGknowleegedreglstered for operation, with lhe 0 epartmenl Schools 
in this category shall not include home schools. 

(2) Each school seeking ack!¾lwle(jgamaRtreg1stralion for operation shall furnish to the Department of 
~A-the following Information by October -ist-15"' of each year. 

(a) Name, mailing address, and telephone number of the school; 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Name and academic credentials of the principal or hear:lmasleFhead of-tM school; 

Number of students in each grade level as of October 1 of current school year; 

Name and academic credentials of each teacher and the subjects taught by that teacher; 
and 

(e) Certification that the school yallf-PffiV~l:lal-iflGludes-!l:l&-mlni
AUA-lbeJ:..-..af-R&lr-t.1Gl~ays-a11a-hG1.lf6--a i:squ~f-publ~ools-,meets all 
requirements set forth in paragraph (3} 

.(fil___Each school shall ~nsure comPllance wilh the followrng: 

(3l(a) Keep on fi le the curriculum offered and shall-make copies available for Inspection by the • 
0 epartment' ef..~tiGA-and the public upon request. 

(4}----E....a~~l-l:iave-faG!lffi88-aR#fKe~~l-whiGH-OOAfQml-l£1-ths-oafet¥-3nd-heallR 
mquif6m~y, GoUA~te-agenGie&.-

•(5)i!tl._Each school shall comply with all of the laws, rules and regulations, and codes ofthe city, 
county, and state reg ard ing planning of new buildings, alterations, and health and safety. 

~.(a_Each school shall observe all fire safety regulations and procedures promulgated by the 
Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office. 

/d) 

(el 

Each school shall conduct al leaslone (11 lire safety inspection annually based on the fire 
safety inspection checklist developed by the Tennessee Fire Malshal"s Office. and 
mainta n copies of the inspection reports. lncludlno findings of no·n-compllance and actions 
taken to comply for review by the Tennessee Fire Marshal's Office. 

Each school sl)all oonslruct, remodel renovate. expand. or modify school buildings or other 
slruclures In accordance with any state and/or federal requirements applicable to the 
school regarding building accessibility, which maV include. bu1 is not Umited lo, the 
Americans with Disabilttles Act and SecUon 504 of the Rehabi litation Act of 1973. 

f"Affi__Each school shall comply with the requirement of Department of Health Rules and T .C.A. 
§ 49-6--5001 that each child in - school be vaccinated against d isease. sublect lo any 
applicable exemptions set forth In State law or Deoartment of Health Rules. 

•(·8.J.(g,l_ Each school shalt comply with the requirement of T.C.A. § 49-6-3007 that the names, ages, 
and addresses of all pupils in attendance be reported to the director of schools for the 
public school systemgistrict in which the student resides. 
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(-Bj!hL.,Each teacher shall possess at least a baccalaureate degree. 

~.lj.(!LEaGl:!At feast once every school year. eact, school shall administer a nationally 
standardized achievement test covering-the--basic~miQ.afeas. at a minimum. English 
language arts and math to each !™~student in third (3'01 thr ough twalflt-1--grud&celeventh 
(11"' l grades. Results of the test shall be usescommunlcated to ~ 
loo!wGllOAleachers and parents and kepi on file at the school for al least one (1 l calendar 
year. Examples of lha-nallonally standardized achievement tests include ACT/SAT and 
benchmark assessments. Schools may Identify ellemate assessmenfs for students-, with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. 

~ fil.._Each school shall ensure students entering k+Aooigar-leAKinderoarten have reached five 
(5) years of age on or before August 15 pursuant to T.CA. § 49-6-201(b)(3-hl unless the 
principal or head of school finds through evaluation and tesllng, al the request of the parent 
or legal guardian. that a chlld who Is five 15} on or before September 30 is sufficienfly 
mature emotionally <1nd academically lo enter Kindergarten and the school has a poficy 
permitting t!!Sting by the pnnclpal or head of school to obfain early admlss on to 
Kindergarten. 
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Each school shall have at least ten (10) full-lime students enrolled each school year. 

Each school shall conduct a criminal history records check prior to employment for any 
person applying for or holding a position as a teacher or any other position requiring 
proximity lo school children Criminal history records checks shall also be required ror any 
person or employee of the person. corporation. or other entity who conlracts with a school 
and who will have direct contact with school children or access to lhe grounds of the scliool 
when children are present The criminal history records check shall be finoerprint based or 
social security number based and shall also Include a check of the Tennessee and Nallonal 
Sex Offender Reglstnes and the Tennessee Department of Health Abuse Registry. 
Schools may also search the Tennessee educator llcensure database (TNCornpass) to 
determine if an appllcant for a teaching pos1tlon or any other position requiring oroximity to 
school children has had a Tennessee educator license suspended or revoked for 
misconduct. 

Each school shall maintain an ooerallng schedule thal includes the minimum number of 
instructional days (180} end minimum number of hours per day (6 ½) required of public 
sct,ools . In accordance with T.C.A § 49-6-3004, a school that exceeds the required six 
and one-half (6 ½l hours of instruct onal time per day for the full academic year shall be 
credited with the addillonal nstruct10nal time In amounts up to. bul not exceeding. thirteen 
(13} Instructional days each school year Such excess Instructional time shall be used In 
accordance with T .C.A. § 49-6-3004(el{1 ). Schools that are unable to meet the required 
180 Instructional day requirement due to natural disaster or serious outbreak of Illness 
affecting or endangenng students or staff during the school year may request a wa,ver of 
the minimum Instructional day requirement from the Commissioner. 

Monitoring and Revocation. 

!al Category V schools shall report all required data annually to lhe Department as required 
by Slate Board Rule 0520•07-01-.04 and In nny Department-provided procedures. 

lb) The Department shall notify a school or non-compliance w th thls Rule. Slate Board Rules 
Chapter 0520-07-01, and any applicable state or federal laws and establish a deadline by 
which U1e school shall show evidence of compliance. If the school does nol come Into 
compliance by the specified deadllne. Iha Department may revoke the registration or the 
school after providing notice of revocation to the school. Revocation of lhe registration of 
the school shall lake effect al !he end of the school year m which the non-compliance was 
reported to the school, or on another date identified by the DepartmenL 
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A school m;iy appeal the revocation decision, Appeals must be submitted lo the 
Depar1menl within fourteen (14) calendar days of the Department electronlcalty 
sending the notice of ro\locaUon that Is being appealed. The day that the 
Department sends lhe notice of revocation shall not count as part of the fourteen 
(141 calendar days. The Commissioner or Commissioner's Designee shall make a 
deterynlnatlon and issue an electronic notification to the appealing party Within 
forty-five (45) calendar days of receiving the appeal. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49--1-201, 49-1-302, 49.-6-3001 and 49-50-801. Administrative History: (For history • 
prior to June 1987, see pages Ii-Iii). New rule filed Apn1 24, 1987; effective June 8, 1987. Repealed and 
new rule filed March 16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. Amendment filed October 29, -2Q08· effecti~. 
February 28, 2009. Amendment filed March 24, 2014; effective August 29, 2014. Amendments filed August 
11, 2017; effective November 9, 2017. 
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