RULEMAKING HEARINGS

TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT - 0800
DIVISION OF WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
There will be a hearing before the Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Workers’ Compensation, to consider the promulgation of amendments to rules pursuant to
Tenn. Code Ann. §§ 4-5-202, 4-5-204, 50-6-204, 50-6-205 and 50-6-233. The hearing will be conducted
in the manner prescribed by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, Tennessee Code Annotated,
Section 4-5-204 and will take place in the Media Room, on the Third Floor of the W.R. Snodgrass
(Tennessee) Tower, 312 8th Ave. North, Nashville, Tennessee 37243 at 1:00 p.m. CDST on the 19th
day of September, 2006.
Any individuals with disabilities who wish to participate in these proceedings (or to review these filings)
should contact the Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Workers’ Compensation, to discuss any auxiliary aids or services needed to facilitate such participation. Such initial contact
may be made no less than ten (10) days prior to the scheduled meeting date (the date the party intends
to review such filings), to allow time for the Department to determine how it may reasonably provide
such aid or service. Initial contact may be made with the Department’s ADA Coordinator, Mr. Jewel
Crawford, at Andrew Johnson Tower, 8th Floor, 710 James Robertson Parkway, Nashville, Tennessee
37243-0655 and (615) 741-8805.
For a copy of the entire text of this notice of rulemaking hearing contact: Rhonda Hutt, Administrative Assistant, Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Workers’
Compensation, Andrew Johnson Tower, Second Floor, 710 James Robertson Parkway, Nashville, TN
37243-0661, (615) 532-1471.

SUBSTANCE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
CHAPTER 0800-2-18
MEDICAL FEE SCHEDULE
The text of the proposed amendments is as follows:
AMENDMENTS
0800-2-18-.07 AMBULATORY SURGICAL CENTERS AND OUTPATIENT HOSPITAL CARE
INCLUDING EMERGENCY ROOM FACILITY CHARGES)
Subparagraph (b) of paragraph (1) of rule 0800-2-18-.07 Ambulatory Surgical Centers and Outpatient
Hospital Care (Including Emergency Room Facility Charges) is amended by deleting the following
current language in the last sentence, “(subject to wage-price index adjustment),” so that as amended
the subparagraph shall read:
(b)

The CMS has implemented the Outpatient Prospective Payment System (“OPPS”)
under Medicare for reimbursement for hospital outpatient services at most hospitals.
All services paid under the new OPPS are classified into groups called Ambulatory
Payment Classifications (“APC”). Services in each APC are similar clinically and in
terms of the resources they require. The CMS has established a payment rate for each
APC. Current APC Medicare allowable payment amounts and guidelines are available
online at: http://www.cms.hhs.gov/HospitalOutpatientPPS. The payment rate for each
APC group is the basis for determining the maximum total payment to which an ASC
or hospital will be entitled.
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Authority: T.C.A. §§ 50-6-204, 50-6-205 and 50-6-233 (Repl. 2005).
Subparagraph (e) of paragraph (1) of rule 0800-2-18-.07 Ambulatory Surgical Centers and Outpatient
Hospital Care (Including Emergency Room Facility Charges) is amended by deleting the current
language in its entirety and replacing it so that as amended the subparagraph shall read:
(e)

Reimbursement for all outpatient services is based on the Medicare Ambulatory Payment
Classification (“APC”) national unadjusted base rates, which can be obtained from the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. There are no adjustments for wage-price
indices and these are not hospital-specific APC rate calculations. Reimbursements
for Critical Access Hospitals (“CAH”) are not based on CAH methodology but on the
national unadjusted APC base rates as described in the preceding sentence.

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 50-6-204, 50-6-205 and 50-6-233 (Repl. 2005).

The notice of rulemaking set out herein was properly filed in the Department of State on the 20th day
of June, 2006. (06-24)
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