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Public Chapter 652 of 2020 authorizes the State Board to promulgate emergency rules to address COVID-19 
related disruptions. Over the past several months, the Department and State Board have received inquiries from 
LEAs related to virtual schools and virtual education programs ahead of the 2021-22 school year. Emergency 
revisions to this rule ensure that LEAs have clear rules on virtual schools and virtual education programs ahead 
of the upcoming school year to ensure that districts who choose to offer these options to students who wish to 
remain in a virtual environment have clear rules to define what is permissible and what is not with regard to 
these virtual options. 

These emergency revisions clarify differences between public virtual schools and virtual education programs. 
The revisions further define a virtual education program and specify conditions under which LEAs and charter 
schools can offer virtual education programs. The rule revisions also outline instructional and attendance 
requirements for virtual education programs and clarifies the teacher of record for a student enrolled in a virtual 
education program or virtual school. 
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0520-01-03-.05 VIRTUAL EDUCATION. 

(1) Public Virtual Schools 

(a) A "public virtual school" is a public school that uses technology to deliver a significant portion of 
instruction to its students via the internet in a virtual or remote setting. Public virtual schools may 
be established in accordance with T.C.A. §§ 49-16-201 - 49-16-216 and the rules and regulations 
of the State Board. The LEA establishing the public virtual school is directly responsible for the 
performance of the public virtual school and ensuring the school remains in compliance with all 
applicable state and federal laws and rules and regulations of the State Board regardless of 
whether the LEA directly operates the school or contracts with an entity for the management or 
operation of the school. 

(b) Public virtual schools shall: 

1. Be established and approved by an LEA. 

2. Use technology to deliver a significant portion of instruction to its students via the internet 
in a virtual or remote setting. 

3. Review and provide access to a sequential curriculum that meets or exceeds the 
academic standards adopted by the State Board utilizing state-approved textbooks and 
instructional materials, unless a waiver has been granted to the LEA in accordance with 
T.C.A.§ 49-6-2206 and State Board Rules Chapter 0520-01-18. 

4. Meet the equivalent of the one hundred and eighty (180) days of instruction per academic 
year and six and one-half (6½) hours of instructional time per day pursuant to T.C.A. § 
49-6-3004, provided, however, that a student at the student's own pace may demonstrate 
mastery or completion of a course or subject area and be given credit for the course or 
subject area. 

5. Administer all state tests required of public school students to students enrolled in a 

virtual school in a proctored environment consistent with state test administration 

guidelines. 

6. Be evaluated annually by the LEA. 

(i) The evaluation must assess the following utilizing a standardized template 
provided by the Department of Education: 
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(I) Academic, fiscal, and operational performance; and 

(II) The extent to which the school demonstrates increases in student 
achievement. 

(ii) The results of such evaluation shall be publicly reported through the following 
methods: 

(I) Posting of the results of the evaluation, utilizing a standardized template 
provided by the Department of Education on both the virtual school's and 
the LEA's website; 

(II) Direct distribution of the evaluation, utilizing a standardized template 
provided by the Department of Education, to all enrolled families. Such 
distribution may be accomplished via e-mail, U.S. mail, or other method 
determined by the LEA. 

7. Ensure that students with special needs, including students with disabilities and limited 
English proficiency, are not excluded from enrolling and participating in virtual schools 
and receive all services required by the student's Individualized Education Program 
(IEP), Section 504 Plan, or Individual Learning Plan (ILP). 

8. Ensure that each virtual school course has an assigned teacher of record who is properly 
endorsed and licensed to teach in Tennessee in compliance with state law, State Board 
Rules Chapter 0520-02-03, and State Board policy 5.502. For purposes of virtual 
schools, teacher of record means the teacher who: 

(i) provides instruction for the course based on the Tennessee Academic 
Standards; 

(ii) ensures student progress toward the Tennessee Academic Standards; 

(iii) monitors the physical safety and well-being of students; 

(iv) takes attendance and reports course grades for students; and 

(v) if the teacher is employed by the LEA, claims instructional time for instructionally 
available students. 

9. Ensure that all teachers employed by the LEA serving as teacher of record within the 
virtual school are evaluated annually pursuant to T.C.A § 49-1-302 and State Board 
Rules Chapter 0520-02-01. 

10. Ensure students have access to instructional materials, technology such as a computer 
and printer that may be necessary for participation in the virtual school, and an internet 
connection used for school work. 

11 . Meet class size standards established by T.C.A. § 49-1-104. With the exception of the 
2020-21 school year, a public virtual school may increase the enrollment in virtual 
classes by up to twenty-five percent (25%) over the class size maximum established by 
T.C.A. § 49-1-104 if the school demonstrates student achievement growth at a level of "at 
expectations" or greater, as represented by the Tennessee Value-Added Assessment 
System (TVAAS) in the prior year where TVAAS data is available. 
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(ii) Notwithstanding paragraph (1 )(b)(11 )(i), public virtual schools shall continue to 
comply with class size and case load requirements for special education as 
defined in State Board Policy 3.206. Public virtual schools shall review individual 
teacher's student caseloads, and shall to consult with the teacher when 
determining class size and student caseloads, to ensure that teachers can meet 
the needs of students, including students with disabilities, as determined by the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq.), Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act (29 U.S.C. § 701 et seq.), and any student's IEP. 

(iii) Public virtual schools shall maintain accurate records and monitor compliance 
with class size requirements. 

(c) Public virtual schools shall comply with all compulsory attendance requirements and shall monitor 
and report daily attendance as required in T.C.A. § 49-6-3007, including: 

1. Monitoring and taking daily student attendance which shall include seeking and receiving 
daily visual, verbal, and/or written confirmation of student participation in six and one-half 
(6 ½) hours of instructional time per day for grades one (1) through twelve (12) and four 
(4) hours of instructional time per day for Kindergarten, using multiple methods of 
confirming student attendance. Multiple methods of confirming student attendance include 
two or more of the following: 

(i) Students participating in a phone call with a teacher, with parent or legal 
guardian support as appropriate for the age of the student; 

(ii) Students participating in synchronous virtual instruction; 

(iii) Students completing work in a learning management system; 

(iv) Students submitting work via hard-copy or virtual formats; or 

(v) Other method the LEA or public charter school identifies as appropriate to track 
individual student participation in instructional activities. 

2. Each LEA and public charter school shall develop and implement procedures for 
determining an excused versus unexcused absence, the internal attendance tracking 
system to be used, and how the LEA will communicate attendance policies and/or 
procedures to parents and/or legal guardians and students. 

3. The reporting of attendance to the Department must be via the LEA's student information 
system utilizing the attendance code set by the Department of Education. 

(d) The LEA establishing the public virtual school is required to implement the LEA's progressive 
truancy intervention plan , as required by T.C.A. § 49-6-3009 and State Board Rule 0520-01-02-
.17, for students enrolled in the virtual school and report truancy to the juvenile court having 
jurisdiction over that student in compliance with state law. 

(e) On or before August 1 of each year, the public virtual school shall notify all LEAs of the 
enrollment of students residing within another LEA's jurisdiction. LEAs shall be notified within two 
(2) weeks when changes occur relative to students residing within the LEA's jurisdiction. 

(f) Once a non-resident student has been accepted by and enrolled in a public virtual school, it shall 
be the responsibility of the LEA that has established the public virtual school to maintain 
enrollment of that student until such a time as the student is withdrawn by the parent or guardian. 
If the student is withdrawn by the parent or guardian, the public virtual school shall send 
transcripts and other student records to the receiving school in a timely manner. 
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(g) Public virtual schools and the LEA establishing a public virtual school shall maintain accurate 
records regarding the operation and compliance of the public virtual school and shall be subject 
to periodic inspection by the Department of Education as specified in Rule 0520-01-02-.01 and 
T.C.A. § 49-1-201. The LEA and the public virtual school shall comply with requests for 
information from the Department in a timely manner. 

(2) Virtual Education Programs. 

(a) Virtual education programs may be established in accordance with T.C.A. §§ 49-16-101 - 49-16-
105 and this rule. A "virtual education program" means a course or series of courses offered 
through the use of technology by an LEA or public charter school to provide students a broader 
range of educational opportunities. Providing students a broader range of educational 
opportunities includes any of the following: 

1. Academic remediation or enrichment, or providing students access to a wider range of 
courses. 

2. Continuity of educational service for students who are homebound pursuant to 0520-01-
02-.10 or 0520-01-09-.07. 

3. Continuity of educational service for students who are quarantined pursuant to 0520-01-
13-.01. 

4. Continuity of educational service for students enrolled in an alternative school pursuant to 
0520-01-02-.09. 

(b) Virtual education programs must be comprised of individual courses accessed by students in an 
entirely virtual setting; however, teachers of virtual education program courses may meet with 
students in-person for non-instructional time such as office hours. 

(c) Remote instruction via a virtual education program shall not constitute the majority of a student's 
total instructional time per school semester unless the student meets one of the following criteria: 

1. The student is temporarily receiving all of their instruction via a virtual education program 
pursuant to paragraph (2)(a)(2) or (2)(a)(4) of this Rule; 

2. The student is taking course coursework virtually so they may participate in a work-based 
learning program or internship that takes place during regular school hours; 

3. The student is accessing Advanced Placement (AP) courses or similar advanced 
coursework virtually; or 

4. The student is taking virtual coursework for purposes of credit recovery. 

(d) A student may participate in a virtual education program without enrolling a virtual school; 
provided, however, that the student must be enrolled at the school where the student receives the 
majority of his/her instruction each school year. 

(e) Student participation in a virtual education program shall be at the discretion of the LEA or public 
charter school where the student is enrolled. 

(f) Each LEA and public charter school offering a virtual education program shall maintain 
attendance policies and procedures for determining when a student is present in a course offered 
via the virtual education program, including plans for seeking and receiving daily periodic visual, 
verbal, and/or written confirmation of student participation in the courses offered within a virtual 
education program using multiple methods of confirming student attendance. Examples of 
methods of confirming attendance include two or more of the following: 
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1. Students participating in a phone call with a teacher, with parent or legal guardian 
support as appropriate for the age of the student; 

2. Students participating in synchronous virtual instruction; 

3. Students completing work in a learning management system; 

4. Students submitting work via hard-copy or virtual formats; or 

5. Other method the LEA or public charter school identifies as appropriate. 

(g) Each LEA and public charter school shall develop procedures for determining an excused versus 
unexcused absence, the internal attendance tracking system to be used, and how the LEA or 
public charter school will communicate attendance policies and/or procedures to parents and/or 
legal guardians and students. 

(h) The reporting of attendance to the Department must be via the LEA or public charter school's 
student information system utilizing the attendance code set by the Department of Education. 

(i) Classes offered via a virtual education program shall comply with the class size requirements set 
forth in T.C.A. § 49-1-104(h) and class size and case load requirements for special education as 
defined in State Board Policy 3.206. Instruction provided virtually by a non-virtual public school, 
including a public charter school, pursuant to the LEA's or public charter school's approved 
continuous learning plan in accordance with State Board Rules Chapter 0520-01-17 shall be 
considered a virtual education program for purposes of compliance with T.C.A. § 49-1-104(h). 

U) Accountability 

1 . The results of student assessments for courses taken as part of a virtual education 
program and other accountability measures will be attributed to the school where the 
student is enrolled. 

2. Promotion, certificates, and diplomas for a student taking courses as part of a virtual 
education program shall be determined and issued by the school where the student is 
currently enrolled. 

(k) Each LEA or public charter school offering a virtual education program shall: 

1. Ensure there is a teacher of record for each virtual education program course who is 
properly endorsed and licensed to teach in Tennessee in compliance with state law, 
State Board Rules Chapter 0520-02-03, and State Board policy 5.502. For purposes of 
virtual education programs, teacher of record means the teacher who: 

SS-7040 (March 2020) 

(i) provides instruction for the course based on the Tennessee Academic 
Standards; 

(ii) ensures student progress toward the Tennessee Academic Standards; 

(iii) monitors the physical safety and well-being of students enrolled in the course; 

(iv) takes attendance and reports student course grades to the school where the 
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2. Ensure that all teachers employed by the LEA serving as teacher of record for 
coursework within the virtual education program are evaluated annually pursuant to 
T.C.A § 49-1-302 and State Board Rules Chapter 0520-02-01. 

3. Ensure teachers provide instruction utilizing state approved textbooks and instructional 
materials unless a waiver has been granted pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-6-2206 or§ 49-13-
111. 

4. Ensure participating students have access to instructional materials, technology such as 
a computer and printer that may be necessary for participation in the virtual program, and 
an internet connection. 

5. Ensure that students with special needs, including students with disabilities and limited 
English proficiency, are not excluded from enrolling and participating in virtual education 
programs and receive all services required by the student's Individualized Education 
Program (IEP), Section 504 Plan, or Individual Learning Plan (ILP) . 

6. Establish a virtual education program policy that contains the following: 

(i) Student eligibility and participation requirements, including interventions for 
students struggling to maintain eligibility requirements, and a process for 
removing students from virtual education program courses who fail to maintain 
eligibility requirements and placing them into a comparable in-person course. 

(ii) An articulated enrollment agreement for students from another LEA or public 
charter school to access virtual education program courses, if the LEA or public 
charter school chooses to allow such arrangements. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 49-16-101 et. seq, 49-16-201 et. seq., 49-1-201, 49-1-104, and Public Chapter 652 of 2020. 
Administrative History: Original rule certified June 10, 1974. Amendment filed June 30, 1975; effective July 30, 1975. 
Amendment filed July 15, 1976; effective August 16, 1976. Amendment filed October 3, 1985; effective January 14, 
1986. Amendment filed January 17, 1986; effective April 15, 1986. Amendment filed May 28, 1986; effective June 27, 
1986. Amendment filed August 26, 1986; effective November 29, 1986. Repeal and new rule filed March 16, 1992; 
effective June 29, 1992. Amendment filed April 28, 1992; effective July 29, 1992. Amendment filed September 1, 1992; 
effective December 29, 1992. Amendment filed January 21, 1994; effective May 31, 1994. Amendment filed April 29, 
1996; effective August 28, 1996. Amendment filed January 14, 1997; effective May 30, 1997. Amendment filed April 27, 
1998; effective August 28, 1998. Amendment filed July 13, 1998; effective November 27, 1998. Amendment filed 
November 18, 1999; effective March 30, 1999. Amendment filed April 28, 2000; effective August 28, 2000. Amendment 
filed October 31, 2002; effective February 28, 2003. Amendment filed March 31, 2003; effective July 29, 2003. 
Amendment filed June 30, 2003; effective October 28, 2003. Amendment filed June 30, 2005; effective October 28, 
2005. Amendments filed December 28, 2005; effective April 28, 2006. Amendments filed September 6, 2013; effective 
February 28, 2014. Amendment filed April 6, 2015; effective July 5, 2015. Amendments filed October 25, 2017; effective 
January 23, 2018. Amendments filed March 20, 2018; to have been effective June 18, 2018. However, on May 24, 
2018, the Government Operations Committee filed a 5-day stay; new effective date June 23, 2018. Amendments filed 
January 11, 2019; effective April 11, 2019. Amendments filed August 20, 2020; effective November 18, 2020. 
Amendments filed November 30, 2020; effective February 28, 2021. 
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* If a roll-call vote was necessary, the vote by the Agency on these rules was as follows: 

Board Member Aye No Abstain Absent Signature 
(if required) 

Lillian Hartgrove X 
Bob Eby X 
Darrell Cobbins X 
Larry Jensen X 
Gordon Ferguson X 
Elissa Kim X 
Mike Edwards X 
Nick Darnell X 
Nate Morrow X 
Garren Hamby X 

I certify that this is an accurate and complete copy of an emergency rule(s), lawfully promulgated and adopted. 

Date: 07/02/2021 

Signature: lltjl '),G, 11,ZJ~,.., 
✓ f•~JJv ry) '-' ) 

Name of Officer: _A_ ng_i_' _S_a_n_d_e_rs ______________ _ 

Title of Officer: General Counsel 

Agency/Board/Commission: ___;;,S..;.;ta:....:t..c..e...;;;B:....:o...;;.a;.;._rd'---'-o'-f _E..;;_d_uc-'a:....:t:....:io-'-n'----------------------

Rule Chapter Number(s): _0_5_20_-_0_1-_0_3_-._05 ___________________ _ ___ _ 

All emergency rules provided for herein have been examined by the Attorney General and Reporter of the State 
of Tennessee and are approved as to legality pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative Procedures Act, 
Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter 5. 

Department of State Use Only 
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Date 

Filed with the Department of State on: ___ _________ ___ _ 

Effective for: _____________ *_d~ay~s _ _ 

Effective through: _ ______________ _ 

* Emergency rule(s) may be effective for up to 180 days from the date of filing. 
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Tre Hargett 
Secretary of State 

RDA 1693 

7/9/2021

180

1/5/2022

IE21AMH
Blue Stamp



Impact on Local Governments 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-220 and 4-5-228 "any rule proposed to be promulgated shall state in a simple 
declarative sentence, without additional comments on the merits of the policy of the rules or regulation, whether 
the rule or regulation may have a projected impact on local governments." (See Public Chapter Number 1070 
(http://publications.tnsosfrles.com/acts/106/pub/pc1070.pdf) of the 2010 Session of the General Assembly.) 

No impact. 
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Additional Information Required by Joint Government Operations Committee 

All agencies, upon filing a rule, must also submit the following pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-226(i)(1 ). 

(A) A brief summary of the rule and a description of all relevant changes in previous regulations effectuated by 
such rule; 

Chapter 16 of the Tennessee Code Annotated authorizes LEAs to establish public virtual schools and offer 
virtual education programs. The State Board is authorized to promulgate rules related to virtual schools and 
virtual education programs. 

Public Chapter 652 of 2020 authorizes the State Board to promulgate emergency rules to address COVID-19 
related disruptions. Over the past several months, the Department and State Board have received inquiries from 
LEAs related to virtual schools and virtual education programs ahead of the 2021-22 school year. Emergency 
revisions to this rule ensure that LEAs have clear rules on virtual schools and virtual education programs ahead 
of the upcoming school year to ensure that districts who choose to offer these options to students who wish to 
remain in a virtual environment have clear rules to define what is permissible and what is not with regard to 
these virtual options. 

These emergency revisions clarify differences between public virtual schools and virtual education programs. 
The revisions further define a virtual education program and specify conditions under which LEAs and charter 
schools can offer virtual education programs. The rule revisions also outline instructional and attendance 
requirements for virtual education programs and clarifies the teacher of record for a student enrolled in a virtual 
education program or virtual school. 

(B) A citation to and brief description of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation mandating 
promulgation of such rule or establishing guidelines relevant thereto; 

Public Chapter 652 of 2020 authorizes the State Board to Education to promulgate emergency rules to address 
COVID-19 related disruptions. 

T.C.A. § 49-16-215 requires State Board to promulgate rules to effectuate the virtual public schools act. 

T.C.A. § 49-16-102 authorizes the State Board to promulgate rules to effectuate the purposes of Chapter 16 
relating to virtual education programs. 

(C) Identification of persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities most directly affected by this 
rule, and whether those persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities urge adoption or 
rejection of this rule; 

These rules impact local education agencies and charter schools and students who wish to enroll in a virtual 
education program or virtual school. The Department of Education is directly affected by this rule and urges 
ado tion . The State Board has not been contacted b an other rou s ur in ado tion or re'ection. 

(D) Identification of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to 
the rule or the necessity to promulgate the rule; 

N/A 

(E) An estimate of the probable increase or decrease in state and local government revenues and expenditures, 
if any, resulting from the promulgation of this rule, and assumptions and reasoning upon which the estimate 
is based. An agency shall not state that the fiscal impact is minimal if the fiscal impact is more than two 
percent (2%) of the agency's annual budget or five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), whichever is less; 

None. 

(F) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives, possessing substantial knowledge 
and understanding of the rule; 
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Angie Sanders 
Anqela.C.Sanders@tn.gov 

Nathan James 
Nathan.James@tn.gov 

Jack Powers 
Jack.Powers tn. av 

(G) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives who will explain the rule at a 
scheduled meeting of the committees; 

Angie Sanders 
Anqela.C.Sanders@tn.gov 

Nathan James 
Nathan.James@tn.gov 

Jack Powers 
Jack.Powers 

(H) Office address, telephone number, and email address of the agency representative or representatives who 
will explain the rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees; and 

Angie Sanders 
500 James Robertson Parkway, 5th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 
(615) 253-5707 
Angela.C.Sanders@tn.gov 

Nathan James 
500 James Robertson Parkway, 5th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 
(615) 532-3528 
Nathan.James@tn.gov 

Jack Powers 
710 James Robertson Parkway, 9th Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 
(615) 961-8832 
Jack.Powers tn. ov 

(I) Any additional information relevant to the rule proposed for continuation that the committee requests. 

N/A 
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0520-01-03-.05 PUBYC,.VIRTUAL SCHOObSEDUCA TION 

(1\ Public Virtual Schools 

,_Ca""} _ ___.A'-'-' 12, .Qublic virtual school &" Is a oubhc SChOOI !hat uses tecnnolooy to deltver a SJonificant 
portion of instruct,on 10 ,ts students 11,a the internet in a wtual or remote S!!ttlng Public 
virtual schools may be established in accordance with TC.A. §§ 49-16-201 - 49-16-216 
and the rules and regulations of the State Board. The LEA establishing the public virtual 
school is directly responsible for lhe performance of lhe public virtual sehool and ensuring 
the school remains in compliance with all applicable state and federal laws and rules and 
regulations of the State Board regardless of whether the LEA directly operates the school 
or contracts Wilh an entity for the management or operation ol lhe !lChool 

(at!,QL_Public virtual schools shall: 

1. Be established and approved by an LEA. 

2. Use technology to deliver a significant portion of instruction to its students via the 
internet in a virtual or remote setting. 

_3. ___ Review and provide access to a sequential curriculum that meets or exceeds the 
academic standards adopted by the State Board utlllzina state-approved textbook's 
and instructional materials unless a wa iver has been oranted to the LEA ID 
accordance with T CA§ 49-6-2206 and State Board Rules Chapter 0520-01-18 

3.-4_. __ Meet the equivalent of the one hundred and eighty (180) days of instruction per 
academic year and six and one-half (6½) hours of instructional time per day 
pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-6-3004, provided, however, that a student at the student's 
own pace may demonstrate mastery or completion of a course or subject area and 
be given credit for the course or subject area. 

4--S _ _ Administer all state tests required of public school students to students enrolled in 

a virtual school in a proctored environment consistent with state test administration 

guidelines. 

9.'G _ _ Be evaluated annually by the LEA. 

July, 2021 (Revised) 



ACADEMIC AND INSTRUCTIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

(Rule 0520-01-03-.05, continued) 

CHAPTER 0520-01-03 

(i) The evaluation must assess the following utilizing a standardized template 
provided by the Department of Education: 

(I) Academic, fiscal, and operatic nal performa nee; and 

(11) The extent to which the school demonstrates increases in student 
achievement. 

(ii) The results of such evaluation shall be publicly reported through the 

following methods: 

(I) Posting of the results of the evaluation, utilizing a standardized 
template provided by the Department of Education on both the 
virtual school's and the LEA's website; 

(11) Direct distribution of the evaluation, utilizing a standardized 
template provided by the Department of Education, to all enrolled 
families. Such distribution may be accomplished via e-mail, U.S. 
mail, or other method determined by the LEA. 

7 Ensure that srudents with special needS Including students with disabilities and 
limited Eng II sh proficiency are not excluded from enroll/ng aqd part(cl paUng
RJ1tRef,#le-p.iblla..,1-1rtua 6Gl=\aol,1i;..re6pGf!Stbl~j,leRW1tlllg-lR&-lf!dlYldHal1~ 
~~U-en~led sludenls w1lh-a~ 
In virtual schools and receive all services required by the students lnd1v1duallzed 
Education Program (IEPl. Section 504 Plan. or Individual Le.imlng Plan /ILP\. 

_8. __ Ensure that each virtual school course has an assigned t-aacher of record who 
i§leacl:!01-t; &el'HAj-86 teaGher sf FBOO~ lar a Glass or pro!Jldin!l &01¥160& le ll=ie 
sludents are _properly endorsed and licensed to teach in Tennessee in 
compliance with state law, State Board Rules Chapter 0520-02-03, and State 

Board policy 5.502. For purposes of virtual schools. teacher of recon:l means the 
teacher who· 

m provides instruction for tlle course based on the Tennessee Academic 
Standards: 

ensures sJudem progress toward the Tennessee Academic Standards 

(Ill) monitors the chys,cal safely and well-being or studenls 

{iv) takes attendance and reports course grades for students. and 

M rr the teacher is emploved by the LEA. claims Instructional time for 
lnstructtonally available st ud1?11ts 

_9, __ Ensure that all teachers employed by the LEA serving as teacher of record within 

the virtual school are evaluated annually pursuant to T.C.A § 49-1-302 and State 

Board Rules Chaoter 0520-02-01. 
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_10 _ _ Ensure students have access to instructional materials, technology such as a 
computer and printer that may be necessary for participation in the virtual school, 
and an internet connection used for school work. 

11 Meet class size standards established by T.C.A. § 49-1-104. With the exception of 
the 2020-21 school year, a public virtual school may increase the enrollment in 
virtual classes by up to twenty-five percent (25%) over the class size maximum 
established by T.C.A. § 49-1-104 if the school demonstrates student achievement 
growth at a level of "at expectations" or greater, as represented by the Tennessee 
Value-Added Assessment System (TVAAS) in the prior year where TVAAS data is 
available. 

(i) For the 2020-21 school year, a public virtual school may increase the 
enrollment in virtual classes by up to twenty-five percent (25%) over the 
class size maximum established by T.C.A. § 49-1-104. 

(ii) Notwithstanding paragraph (1~)(Qk)(11)ill., public virtual schools shall 
continue to comply with class size and case load requirements for special 
education as defined in State Board Policy 3.206. Public virtual schools 
shall review individual teacher's student caseloads, and shall to consult 
with the teacher when determining class size and student caseloads, to 
ensure that teachers can meet the needs of students, including students 
with disabilities, as determined by the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq.), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act (29 U.S.C. § 701 et seq .), and any student's IEP. 

(iii) Public virtual schools shall maintain accurate records and monitor 
compliance with class size requirements. 

lflwuG!IOl'l pro ... lcled \·lrtually I;~• a AGP Ylrlu-oi-piibllo GGR881 IAGlllding a JJUblle 
GhaRer- 6Gl:!oo . puF&U8-J:ll~lle---l.~pub~ 
SGFr!Jffi~H-l+flil;)l;e.A-~~l&-l;af.1,6i!H!fe!li--,1---vifliial-ild~tl~ 
;mrpesea ete 

M 

kL__Public virtual schools shall comply with all compulsory attendance requirements and shall 
monitor and report daily attendance as required in T.C .A . § 49-6-3007, lncluding.-bul-ool
l!mll~l=!e--fallaw1fl§: 

July, 2021 (Revised) 

Monitonno and taking dally student attendance which shall mctude see1<1ng and 
receiving dally visual verbal and/or written con[irmallon or student oamcipation in 
six and one-half (6 ½) hours of instruci1ona I lime per day for grades one (1) Q,rough 
twelve 112) and four (4\ hours of lnstrucllonal time oer day for Kindergarten, using 
mult iple methods of confirming stuoenl attendance. Mulhple methods of confirming 
student attendance include two or more orthe following MGRllenA!l ans ta~ 
stlldeflt elteAaaAee wl!IG/1 el'lall iAsluae seeklAg ans 1eeelv~jjy-'Jiswal, vefllal, 
and,'er WAilen 6GA~t1eR el s!t11fon1 partleipalien IA 6 H 1'10016-8~ 

~y---+t,e OepMmeAI Fl'3~ ISSIIO g~idanGo 10 ·-•~6-4egafi3fR-ftaG9'!-JGR.al 
aGGep!aale meaAs or lras~lng a a1ly-attendaA&e iR a YIFt~al eA>1lroomenl 
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(2) 

2 

3 

(I) 

l ril 

!lrf\ 

(IV) 

M 

Students partIc1oat rng ma phone can wrlh a teacher. wrtn parent or legal 
guardian support as appropriate for the age of the student 

Students oartrcmatmq rn synchronous virtual lnstrnctron 

Students CClmpieting work in a teaming management system, 

Students sub mlltlno work via hard-copy or v,rtua I formats· or 

Other method the LEA or public charter sct)ool Identifies as appropriate 10 
Irack individual student oart1c1pa1 on tn mstructlonal activities 

Each LEA and public charter school shall develop and implement procedures for 
determ ining an excused Vef;lUS unexcused absence the Internal attendance 
tracking system to be used and how tt)e bEA will commun,cate attendance poll des 
and/or procedures to parems and/or legal guardians and students. 

The repgrti ng or attendance to lhe Deoanment must be via the LEA"s student 
Information system utilizing lhe attendance code set bv the Department or 
Education 

{e}J..gl_ The LEA establishing the public virtual school is required to implement the LEA's 
progressive truancy intervention plan, as required by T.C.A, § 49-6-3009 and State Board 
Rule 0520-01-02-.17, for students enrolled in the virtual school and report truancy to the 
juvenile court having jurisdiction over that student in compliance with state law_ 

(e) On or before August 1 of each year, the public virtual school shall notify all LEAs of the 
enrollment of students residing within tll&--another LEA's jurisdiction. LEAs shall be notified 
within two (2) weeks when changes occur relative to students residing within the LEA's 
jurisdiction. 

(f) Once a non-resident student has been accepted by and enrolled in a public virtual school, 
it shall be the responsibility of the LEA that has established the public virtual school to 
maintain enrollment of that student until such a time as the student is withdrawn by the 
parent or guardian. If the student is withdrawn by the parent or guardian, the public virtual 
school shall send transcripts and other student records to the receiving school in a timely 
manner. 

(g) Public virtual schools and the LEA establishing a public virtual school shall maintain 
accurate records regarding the operation and compliance of the public virtual school and 
shall be subject to periodic inspection by the Department of Education as specified in Rule 
0520-01-02-.01 and T.C.A. § 49-1-201. The LEA and the public virtual school shall comply 
with requests for information from the Department in a timely manner. 

Virtua l Education Programs 

Virtual education programs may be established In ag;ordance with TC A §§ 49-16-101 -
49-16-105 and this rule A "virtual educa tion !ll'oqram• means a course or senes or courses 
o fered lhrough lhe use of lechnolooy by an LEA or pub(lc charter school to provide 
students a broader range or educational opportunities Provldrng students a broader range 
or educational opportunrlles includes any of the following 
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lb) 

Id 

ldl 

IQ 

1. 

2 

3 

4 

Academic remediation or enrichment or prov1dmg students access to a ¥Jder 
range of courses. 

Continuity of educational seivlce for students who are homebound pur:sua nt to 
0520-01-02-.1 o or 0520-01-09-.07. 

Continuity of educational servIr.e for students who are quarantined pursuant to 
0520-01-13-.01. 

Continuity of educallonal serv,ce for students enrolled in an alternative school 
pursuant 10 0520-01-02-.09 

Virtual education programs must be comprised of individua l courses accessed bv students 
In an enUrely virtual setting however. teachers of virtual educa1,on program courses may 
meet with students in-person for non-instructional time such as office hours 

Remott' tnstructlon via a virtual educajion program shall not constitute the majori ty or a 
student's total Instructional time per sehool semester unless the student meets one of the 
ro\lowmg crrtena 

2 

3 

4 

The student Is temporarlly rec:e1vfng all of their instruction via a virtual education 
program pursuant 10 paragraph !2lCa112l or 12)1al(4) of this rule, 

The student Is taking course coursework virtually so they may partIcIpate In a work 
based learning program or ln)emshlp that takes ptace during regu lar school hours, 

The student Is accessing Advanced Placemen! (AP) courses or similar advanced 
coursework virtually or 

The student is taking virtual couraework for purposes of credit recovery _ 

A student may panlc1pate IQ a virtual education program w1thou1 enrolling a virtual school 
orov Ided however, that the swdent must be enrolled at the school where the student 
receives lhe ma{ority of hIsther Instruction each school year 

Student partIcmat Ion In a virtual education program shall be at the discretion of the LEA or 
public charter school where tt,e student ,s enrolled 

Each LEA and public charter school offennq a ytrtual education program shall maintain 
attendance polIcIes and orocedures for determmmq when a student 1s present in a course 
ollereo via the virtual education program lncludino plans for seeking and receiving daily 
periodic visual. verbal. and/or written cpnf1rmat1on or student oarticioatlon m the courses 
offered within a virtual educalfon program using multiple methods of conrirmfno studenr 

ttendance Examples of mett10d.s of confirm! ng attendance Include two or more of the 
following: 

2 

3. 

Students part1cipaung ,n a phone call with a teacher with parerit or leoal ouard1an 
support as appropriate for the age of the student 

Students part1clpaling In synchronous v lrtuai Instruction 

Students comalelinq work in a !earning manaoement system· 
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jg) 

!hl 

(jl 

(kl 

Student& subm1t11ng work v,a nard-cooy or v1rtua I formats; or 

5 Other me1hod [he LEA or publlc charter school Identifies as approprrate 

£each LEA a11d public cnarter school shall develoc procedures for delerm1mng an e:ccused 
versus unexcused absence, the tntemaJ atlendance lracidng system to be used. and how 
the LEA or public charter school will communicalE attendance oohcles and/or procedures 
to parents and/or legal guardians and students. 

The mpomno ol attendance to lhe DeP§lrtment must b.l via the LEA or public charter 
schoo l's student 1nformet100 system uUllzlng the altendance code set by the Department 
of Education. 

Classes offered via a virtual education program shal l comply with the class size 
reqlilrements set font] In TC A,§ '19-1-JCJ~{hl and class slze and case load requirements 
for special education as defined in Slate Board Policy 3 206. Instruction orovided virtually 
bv a non-vjrtual public scnoc1. lpciud!ng a oublic charter school. oursuant to the LEA s or 
public chart er school's a poroved conlinuous learning plan in accordance with Slate Board 
Rules Chanler 0520-01 -17 shall be considered a ylnual educaflon program for gurppses 
or compliance with TC.A § 49-1 - 1 □4/t,l 

Accountability 

1. 

2 

The results of student assessments for courses taken as part of a virtual education 
program and other accoumabll1ty measures will be attributed to the school where 
the student is enrolled. 

Promotion. certificates. and diplomas for a student taking courses as part of a 
virtual educat1cm program shall be determrned and issued by the school where- the 
student Is currenuv entolled. 

Each LEA or p~1bUc charter school offenng a virtual educac,on program shall· 

1. Ensure there is a teacher of record for each vlnual education program course whO 
IB properlv endorsed and licensed ta teach rn Tennessee In compliance with state 
law. State Board Rules Chapter 0520-02-03. and Staie Board policy 5.50L For 

purposes or virtual educatlon prngrams, leacher of record means the teacher who: 

m 

(Ill 

{Ii i) 

{iv\ 

provlttes lnstrucllon for Iha course based on the Ten nessee Academic 
Standards: 

ensures student orooress t oward ll\e Tennessee Academic Standards 

monitors the physical safety and well•belna of students enrolled In the 
course; 

rakes attendance and reports stucJent course qraaes to the school where 
lhe student receives the mejorily or ln!ltructlcn; and 
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2.. 

3 . 

4 

5. 

6 

If the reacher Is employed by the LEA. claims lnstructignal time for 
1nstruct1onallv available students 

Ensure that all teachers employed by the LEA :serving .as reacher of record ror 
coursework within the virtual education prooram are evaluated annually purnu.ant 

to TC A§ 49-1-302 and Stare Board Ru res Ch'apter 0520-02-01 

Ensure 1e-achera provide instrudlon u1111zlng slate approved textllooks and 
instructional materials unless a waiver has been granted pursuant to T CA § 49-
6-2205 or§ 49-13-111 

Ensure particioalino studenls have access to Jnstruol lonel materials, technology 
such as a computer and printer th.at m.ay be nace.ssary !or partl!;rpatlon In the virtual 
program. and an internet connection 

Ensure 111a1 students with spec13I needs, includ mg students with disabll itles and 
lim1l1M Engl ish proficiency are not excluded Imm emolllng and participating 1n 
virtual educalron programs and receiYe all services required by tl1e student's 
Individualized Education Program (IEP\. Sec!1on 504 Plan. or lnd1v,dual Leaming 
Plan (ILP). 

Establish a virtual education program policy that contains the rollowing: 

(I) 

(ii) 

Student el1g1bllrty end pl3 r1ic1pat1on requirements 1ncludino interventions 
for students strl.rggllnQ to ma(ntain eliq1l'lllllV requirements. and a process 
for r!!movtng students Trcm virtual ed\Jc.atlon program courses who fall to 
ma1ntaln ellglb1lltv requirements and placing them lnio a comparable In
person course. 

An articulated enrollment agre.ement for students from another LEA or 
public: charrer school to access virtual educa1 Ion program courses, rf the 
LEA or pubflc charter school chooses !o allow such .irranoements. 

Authority: T. C.A. §§ 49-f6-10T et. seq 49-16-201 et. seq., 49-1-201, 49-1-104, and Public Chao/er 852 af 2020. 
Administrative History: Original rule certified June 1 o, 197 4. Amendment filed June 30, 1975; effective July 30, 
1975. Amendment filed July 15, 1976; effective August 16, 1976. Amendment filed October 3, 1985; effective 
January 14, 1986. Amendment filed January 17, 1986; effective April 15, 1986. Amendment filed May 28, 1986; 
effective June 27, 1986. Amendment filed August 26, 1986; effective November 29, 1986. Repeal and new rule 
filed March 16, 1992; effective June 29, 1992. Amendment filed April 28, 1992; effective July 29, 1992. 
Amendment filed September 1, 1992; effective December 29, 1992. Amendment filed January 21, 1994; effective 
May 31, 1994. Amendment filed April 29, 1996; effective August 28, 1996. Amendment filed January 14, 1997; 
effective May 30, 1997. Amendment filed April 27, 1998; effective August 28, 1998. Amendment filed July 13, 
1998; effective November 27, 1998. Amendment filed November 18, 1999; effective March 30, 1999. Amendment 
filed April 28, 2000; effective August 28, 2000. Amendment filed October 31, 2002; effective February 28, 2003. 
Amendment filed March 31, 2003; effective July 29, 2003. Amendment filed June 30, 2003; effective October 28, 
2003. Amendment filed June 30, 2005; effective October 28, 2005. Amendments filed December 28, 2005; 
effective April 28, 2006. Amendments filed September 6, 2013; effective February 28, 2014. Amendment filed 
April 6, 2015; effective July 5, 2015. Amendments filed October 25, 2017; effective January 23, 2018. 
Amendments filed March 20, 2018; to have been effective June 18, 2018. However, on May 24, 2018, the 
Government Operations Committee filed a 5-day stay; new effective date June 23, 2018. Amendments filed 
January 11, 2019; effective April 11, 2019. Amendments filed August 20, 2020; effective November 18, 2020. 
Amendments filed November 30, 2020; effective February 28, 2021. 
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