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Chapter 1360-05-03
Business Names

New

1360-05-03-.01 DISTINGUISHABLE UPON THE RECORD

(1) The proposed name of an entity must be distinguishable on the records of the Secretary of State from the
name of any other entity, whether true, assumed, reserved, or registered, to the extent the use or
reservation of such name is evidenced by a filing with the Secretary of State under applicable law.

(2) A name is distinguishable upon the records of the Secretary of State from an existing name if the name
contains one or more letters or numerals that differs from all existing names in the Secretary of State’s
records or if the name contains a sequence of letters or numerals that differs from all existing names in
the Secretary of State’s records.

(3) The following are disregarded when determining if a name is distinguishable upon the records of the

a. Words, phrases, or abbreviations identifying a particular type of business entity, including the

Secretary of State:
following:
i. Corporation,
i. Corp.,
iii. Incorporated,
iv. Inc.,
v. Professional corporation,
vi. PC,
vii. P.C.,
viii. Professional association,
ix. PA,
x. PA,
xi. Limited,
xii. Ltd.,
xiii. Limited partnership,
xiv. LP,
xv. L.P,
xvi. Limited liability partnership,
xvii. LLP,
xviii. L.L.P.,
xix. Registered limited liability partnership,

XXXiii.
XXXiV.

RLLP,

R.LL.P.,

Limited liability limited partnership,
LLLP,

L.LL.P,

Registered limited liability limited partnership,
RLLLP,

R.L.L.LP.,

Limited liability company,

LLC,

LL.C,

Limited cooperative association,
Limited cooperative,

LCA, or

L.CA.

b. Differences in capitalization;

c. Differences caused solely by the addition or omission of punctuation;
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d.

e. Articles of speech, such as “the,

Differences between the word “and” and an ampersand (&); and

"o

a’n or “an."

(4) An entity that has been administratively dissolved maintains its name as an existing name for one year
after administrative dissolution for purposes of considering whether a proposed name is distinguishable
upon the records of the Secretary of State.

(5) Examples:

a.

b.

“Acme, Inc.” is not distinguishable from “Acme, LLC”

“The Acme Corporation” is not distinguishable from “Acme, LLC”
“A.C.M.E. LLC" is not distinguishable from “Acme, LLC"
“Acme.com” is distinguishable from “Acme, LLC”

if “Acme, LLC” were administratively dissolved, “Acme, Corp.” is not distinguishable from “Acme,
LLC” until one year after the date of the administrative dissolution of Acme, LLC.

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 48-11-401, 48-14-101, 48-14-103, 48-25-106, 48-51-401, 48-54-101, 48-54-103, 48-65-106,
48-207-101, 48-207-103, 48-247-201, 48-249-1015, 48-249-106, 48-249-108, 61-1-1003, 61-2-102, 61-2-1101,
61-2-904, 61-3-112, and 61-3-114.
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| certify that the information included in this filing is an accurate and complete representation of the intent and
scope of rulemaking proposed by the agency.

Date- Lo MmO AAAD

Signature

Name of Officer: Michael T. Harmon

Title of Officer: General Counsel, Departrnent of State
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