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For Department of State Use Only 

Sequence Number: 
Notice ID(s): 

File Date: 

Notice of Rulemaking Hearing 
Hearings will be conducted in the manner prescribed by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, T.C.A. § 4-5-204. For 
questions and copies of the notice, contact the person listed below. 

Agency/Board/Commission: Tennessee Public Charter School Commission 
Division: N/A 

Contact Person: Ashley N. Thomas 
Address: 500 James Robertson Parkway 

Phone: (615) 289-5367
Email: ashley.thomas2@tn.gov 

Any Individuals with disabilities who wish to participate in these proceedings (to review these filings) and may 
require aid to facilitate such participation should contact the following at least 10 days prior to the hearing: 

ADA Contact: Chase Ingle 
Address: 500 James Robertson Parkway 

Phone: (615) 630-8290
Email: chase.ingle@tn.gov 

Hearing Location(s) (for additional locations, copy and paste table) 

Address 1: 500 James Robertson Parkway 
Address 2: Davy Crockett Tower, First Floor, Conference Room 

City: Nashville 
Zip: 37243 

Hearing Date: 09/30/2021 
Hearing Time: 1:00 PM _X_CST/CDT  ___EST/EDT 

Additional Hearing Information: 

Anyone wishing to attend electronically may access the hearing using the following: 

1. WebEx Application/website: https://tn.webex.com/tn/j.php?MTID=mdb8d858ff3aac37fb472bf73bb9b9fe4
Password: vA3UzqvHg69 

2. Call-in number: 1-415-655-0001; Access Code: 180 195 7196

Attendees may give oral comments during this hearing. In addition, written comments may be submitted via 
email at chase.ingle@tn.gov or mailed to: 

Tennessee Public Charter School Commission 
Attention: Chase Ingle 

Davy Crockett Tower, 5th Floor 
500 James Robertson Parkway 

Nashville, Tennessee 37243 

Written comments must be received by 4:30 PM CT on September 21, 2021 in order to ensure consideration. 
Please check the Commission’s website at https://www.tn.gov/tn-public-charter-school-
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commission/meetings/meetings-calendar.html for any additional information  
regarding this rulemaking hearing. 

 
Revision Type (check all that apply): 
 Amendment 
X New 
 Repeal 

 
 
Rule(s) (ALL chapters and rules contained in filing must be listed. If needed, copy and paste additional tables to 
accommodate more than one chapter. Please enter only ONE Rule Number/Rule Title per row.) 
 

Chapter Number Chapter Title 
1185-01-03 Achievement School District Authorization 
Rule Number Rule Title 
1185-01-03-.01 Definitions 
1185-01-03-.02 Eligibility 
1185-01-03-.03 Application 
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Place substance of rules and other info here. Statutory authority must be given for each rule change. For 
information on formatting rules go to  
https://sos.tn.gov/products/division-publications/rulemaking-guidelines. 
 

CHAPTER 1185-01-03 
ACHIEVEMENT SCHOOL DISTRICT AUTHORIZATION 

 
New Chapter 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
Table of Contents is added to Chapter 1185-01-03 Achievement School District Authorization and shall 
read as follows: 

Table of Contents 
 
1185-01-03-.01 Definitions 
1185-01-03-.02 Eligibility 

1185-01-03-.03 Application 

 
1185-01-03-.01 Definitions. 
 

(1) “deemed eligible” means an Achievement School District (“ASD”)-authorized charter school selected by 
the Commissioner of the Tennessee Department of Education to apply to the Tennessee Public Charter 
School Commission (“Commission”) for a new charter term or renewed charter agreement. 

(2) “new charter term” for purposes of applications filed by ASD-authorized charter schools shall mean a 
period of time required to complete the initial ASD charter term of ten (10) years, as authorized by the 
ASD through T.C.A. § 49-1-106. 

(3) “renewed charter agreement” for purposes of applications filed by ASD-authorized charter schools shall 
mean an agreement entered into by the Commission and a charter school, currently in its ninth (9th) year 
of operation under the ASD, for a new ten (10) year term. 

 
1185-01-03-.02 Eligibility. 
 

(1) Upon a decision by the Commissioner of the Tennessee Department of Education, an ASD-authorized 
charter school deemed eligible for exit from the ASD, pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 49-1-614(k)(2) or (k)(4), may 
apply to the Commission for an agreement for a new charter term. 

(2) An ASD-authorized charter school in its ninth (9th) year of a charter agreement, who has been deemed 
eligible for exit for the ASD, pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-1-615(k)(2), may apply to the Commission for a 
renewed charter agreement. 

a. A renewed charter agreement shall be a document of mutual agreement between the 
Commission and the charter school’s governing body. 

b. A renewed charter agreement may include rights and obligations relating to the use of school 
buildings and facilities for the duration of the new charter agreement, in accordance with T.C.A. § 
49-1-614(k). 

(3) On or before October 15 of the year prior to the start of the upcoming school year, any eligible ASD-
authorized charter school deemed eligible to apply for the a new charter term to the Commission, may 
submit a letter of intent of its plan to apply for transfer to the Commission. An ASD-authorized charter 
school is ineligible to apply for transfer if it fails to submit a letter of intent in the year prior to the start of 
the upcoming school year. 

1185-01-03-.03 Application. 
 

(1) On or before November 15 of the year preceding the year in which the proposed ASD-authorized charter 
school intends to transfer to the Commission, the charter school operator shall file an application to the 
Commission. All applications shall be submitted on a form prescribed by the Commission, or the 
Commission’s designee. The authorizer shall review the materials for a complete application prior to the 
application’s evaluation. The authorizer review shall include an opportunity for the operator to cure any 
deficiencies in the application. Subsequent to submission by an operator, the application shall be 
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published to the Commission website after thirty (30) days. 
 

(2) An application submitted by an ASD-authorized charter school seeking transfer to the Commission, 
pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-1-614(k)(2) or (k)(4), shall be accompanied by a fee of two thousand five hundred 
($2,500) dollars. Application fee shall be by check or money order, made payable to “State of Tennessee 
– Tennessee Public Charter School Commission.” Failure to include payment of the application will result 
in the application not being accepted by the Commission. 

 
(3) Application evaluations shall include review of the academic, operational, and financial performance of 

the ASD-authorized charter school, including student growth and student academic achievement.  
a. The Commission staff shall assemble a charter application review committee comprised of teams 

of internal and external evaluators with relevant and diverse educational, organizational, financial, 
and legal expertise, as well as an understanding of the essential principles of public charter 
school autonomy and accountability. In reviewing the application, the application review 
committee shall:  

i. Use the scoring criteria developed by the Commission and available on the 
Commission’s website to evaluate the charter application; and 

ii. Review applications in accordance with the State Board of Education’s quality public 
charter school authorizing standards. 

b. The Commission staff shall interview the governing board of each ASD-authorized charter school 
that has filed a timely and complete application. The focus of the interview will be assessing the 
governing board and school leadership’s capacity to continue to operate a high-quality charter 
school under the Commission that is consistent with the charter application, accelerates student 
academic achievement, is operationally sound, and is fiscally responsible. The Commission staff 
shall assemble an interview panel that may include Commission staff, a Commission member, 
review committee members, and any other internal or external individuals whose knowledge and 
expertise would assist the Commission in its decision. 

i. The officers of the governing board and the school leader shall attend the interview, and 
the total participants from the sponsor shall be limited to eight (8). The interviews will not 
be open to the public. 

ii. All interview attendees (both on behalf of the charter school and Commission) shall 
attend the interview in-person. However, Commission staff may allow certain attendees 
to participate remotely in extraordinary circumstances. 

c. Within seventy-five (75) calendar days after receipt of the application, the Commission, or the 
Commission’s designee, shall hold a public hearing. The public hearing shall be attended by the 
Commission or its designated representative and shall occur in the LEA in which the ASD-
authorized charter school geographically resides. The hearing must be open to representatives 
from the local board of education and the governing board. Notice of the hearing must be 
provided to the local board of education, the governing board, and the general public and posted 
on the Commission’s website.  

d. Following the public hearing, the interview, and the review of the application, the Executive 
Director of the Commission shall provide written findings and recommendations to the 
Commission. The Commission shall consider the findings and recommendations of the Executive 
Director when rendering a decision on the application, but the Commission is not bound by the 
recommendation. 

(4) The Commission shall review all timely filed applications in accordance with quality charter authorizing 
standards, as approved by the State Board of Education. The Commission shall approve or deny each 
application for transfer. The decision of the Commission shall be final. 

(5) If the Commission approves an ASD-authorized charter school application for a new charter term, a new 
charter agreement shall be negotiated and mutually agreed upon for the duration of the new charter term. 

a. The charter agreement may include rights and obligations relating to the use of school buildings 
and facilities for the duration of the new charter term, in accordance with T.C.A. § 49-1-614(k). 

(6) If the Commission approves an ASD-authorized charter school application for a renewed charter 
agreement, a new charter agreement shall be negotiated and mutually agreed upon for the duration of the 
new charter term. 
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a. The charter agreement may include rights and obligations relating to the use of school buildings 
and facilities for the duration of the new charter term, in accordance with T.C.A. § 49-1-614(k). 
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I certify that the information included in this filing is an accurate and complete representation of the intent and 
scope of rulemaking proposed by the agency. 

Date:  

Signature:  

Name of Officer: Ashley N. Thomas, esq. 

Title of Officer:  General Counsel 
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Filed with the Department of State on: 

__________________________________ 
Tre Hargett 

Secretary of State 
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Division: N/A 
Contact Person: Ashley N. Thomas 

Address: 500 James Robertson Parkway 
Phone: (615) 289-5367 
Email: ashley.thomas2@tn.gov 

 
Any Individuals with disabilities who wish to participate in these proceedings (to review these filings) and may 
require aid to facilitate such participation should contact the following at least 10 days prior to the hearing: 
 

ADA Contact: Chase Ingle 
Address: 500 James Robertson Parkway 

Phone: (615) 630-8290 
Email: chase.ingle@tn.gov 
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2. Call-in number: 1-415-655-0001; Access Code: 180 195 7196 
 
Attendees may give oral comments during this hearing. In addition, written comments may be submitted via 
email at chase.ingle@tn.gov or mailed to: 

Tennessee Public Charter School Commission 
Attention: Chase Ingle 

Davy Crockett Tower, 5th Floor 
500 James Robertson Parkway 
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Written comments must be received by 4:30 PM CT on September 21, 2021 in order to ensure consideration. 
Please check the Commission’s website at https://www.tn.gov/tn-public-charter-school-
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1185-01-03-.01 Definitions. 
 

(1) “deemed eligible” means an Achievement School District (“ASD”)-authorized charter school selected by 
the Commissioner of the Tennessee Department of Education to apply to the Tennessee Public Charter 
School Commission (“Commission”) for a new charter term or renewed charter agreement. 

(2) “new charter term” for purposes of applications filed by ASD-authorized charter schools shall mean a 
period of time required to complete the initial ASD charter term of ten (10) years, as authorized by the 
ASD through T.C.A. § 49-1-106. 

(3) “renewed charter agreement” for purposes of applications filed by ASD-authorized charter schools shall 
mean an agreement entered into by the Commission and a charter school, currently in its ninth (9th) year 
of operation under the ASD, for a new ten (10) year term. 

 
1185-01-03-.02 Eligibility. 
 

(1) Upon a decision by the Commissioner of the Tennessee Department of Education, an ASD-authorized 
charter school deemed eligible for exit from the ASD, pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 49-1-614(k)(2) or (k)(4), may 
apply to the Commission for an agreement for a new charter term. 

(2) An ASD-authorized charter school in its ninth (9th) year of a charter agreement, who has been deemed 
eligible for exit for the ASD, pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-1-615(k)(2), may apply to the Commission for a 
renewed charter agreement. 

a. A renewed charter agreement shall be a document of mutual agreement between the 
Commission and the charter school’s governing body. 

b. A renewed charter agreement may include rights and obligations relating to the use of school 
buildings and facilities for the duration of the new charter agreement, in accordance with T.C.A. § 
49-1-614(k). 

(3) On or before October 15 of the year prior to the start of the upcoming school year, any eligible ASD-
authorized charter school deemed eligible to apply for the a new charter term to the Commission, may 
submit a letter of intent of its plan to apply for transfer to the Commission. An ASD-authorized charter 
school is ineligible to apply for transfer if it fails to submit a letter of intent in the year prior to the start of 
the upcoming school year. 

1185-01-03-.03 Application. 
 

(1) On or before November 15 of the year preceding the year in which the proposed ASD-authorized charter 
school intends to transfer to the Commission, the charter school operator shall file an application to the 
Commission. All applications shall be submitted on a form prescribed by the Commission, or the 
Commission’s designee. The authorizer shall review the materials for a complete application prior to the 
application’s evaluation. The authorizer review shall include an opportunity for the operator to cure any 
deficiencies in the application. Subsequent to submission by an operator, the application shall be 
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published to the Commission website after thirty (30) days. 
 

(2) An application submitted by an ASD-authorized charter school seeking transfer to the Commission, 
pursuant to T.C.A. § 49-1-614(k)(2) or (k)(4), shall be accompanied by a fee of two thousand five hundred 
($2,500) dollars. Application fee shall be by check or money order, made payable to “State of Tennessee 
– Tennessee Public Charter School Commission.” Failure to include payment of the application will result 
in the application not being accepted by the Commission. 

 
(3) Application evaluations shall include review of the academic, operational, and financial performance of 

the ASD-authorized charter school, including student growth and student academic achievement.  
a. The Commission staff shall assemble a charter application review committee comprised of teams 

of internal and external evaluators with relevant and diverse educational, organizational, financial, 
and legal expertise, as well as an understanding of the essential principles of public charter 
school autonomy and accountability. In reviewing the application, the application review 
committee shall:  

i. Use the scoring criteria developed by the Commission and available on the 
Commission’s website to evaluate the charter application; and 

ii. Review applications in accordance with the State Board of Education’s quality public 
charter school authorizing standards. 

b. The Commission staff shall interview the governing board of each ASD-authorized charter school 
that has filed a timely and complete application. The focus of the interview will be assessing the 
governing board and school leadership’s capacity to continue to operate a high-quality charter 
school under the Commission that is consistent with the charter application, accelerates student 
academic achievement, is operationally sound, and is fiscally responsible. The Commission staff 
shall assemble an interview panel that may include Commission staff, a Commission member, 
review committee members, and any other internal or external individuals whose knowledge and 
expertise would assist the Commission in its decision. 

i. The officers of the governing board and the school leader shall attend the interview, and 
the total participants from the sponsor shall be limited to eight (8). The interviews will not 
be open to the public. 

ii. All interview attendees (both on behalf of the charter school and Commission) shall 
attend the interview in-person. However, Commission staff may allow certain attendees 
to participate remotely in extraordinary circumstances. 

c. Within seventy-five (75) calendar days after receipt of the application, the Commission, or the 
Commission’s designee, shall hold a public hearing. The public hearing shall be attended by the 
Commission or its designated representative and shall occur in the LEA in which the ASD-
authorized charter school geographically resides. The hearing must be open to representatives 
from the local board of education and the governing board. Notice of the hearing must be 
provided to the local board of education, the governing board, and the general public and posted 
on the Commission’s website.  

d. Following the public hearing, the interview, and the review of the application, the Executive 
Director of the Commission shall provide written findings and recommendations to the 
Commission. The Commission shall consider the findings and recommendations of the Executive 
Director when rendering a decision on the application, but the Commission is not bound by the 
recommendation. 

(4) The Commission shall review all timely filed applications in accordance with quality charter authorizing 
standards, as approved by the State Board of Education. The Commission shall approve or deny each 
application for transfer. The decision of the Commission shall be final. 

(5) If the Commission approves an ASD-authorized charter school application for a new charter term, a new 
charter agreement shall be negotiated and mutually agreed upon for the duration of the new charter term. 

a. The charter agreement may include rights and obligations relating to the use of school buildings 
and facilities for the duration of the new charter term, in accordance with T.C.A. § 49-1-614(k). 

(6) If the Commission approves an ASD-authorized charter school application for a renewed charter 
agreement, a new charter agreement shall be negotiated and mutually agreed upon for the duration of the 
new charter term. 
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a. The charter agreement may include rights and obligations relating to the use of school buildings 
and facilities for the duration of the new charter term, in accordance with T.C.A. § 49-1-614(k). 
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Title of Officer:  General Counsel 
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