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University of Tennessee Rules 
Chapter 1720-05-04 Student Housing Regulations 

The University of Tennessee at Martin 
Chapter 1720-05-04 

Student Housing Regulations 

Repeal 

Chapter 1720-05-04 Student Housing Regulations is repealed in its entirety. 

Authority: T.C.A. § 49-9-209(e) and Public Acts of Tennessee, 1839-1840, Chapter 98, Section 5, and Public 
Acts of Tennessee, 1807, Chapter 64. 

*If a roll-call vote was necessary, the vote by the Agency on these rules was as follows: 

Board Member Aye No Abstain Absent Signature 
(if required) 

Governor Bill Haslam X 

Commissioner Candace McQueen i X 

Commissioner Jai Templeton X 

Dr. Joe DiPietro X 

Dr. Russ Deaton (non-voting) 

Charles C. Anderson, Jr. X 

Shannon Brown X 

George E. Cates X 

Dr. Susan C. Davidson (non-voting) 

Spruell Driver, Jr. X 

Dr. William E. Evans X 

John N. Foy X 

Crawford Gallimore X 

Vicky B. Gregg X 

Raja J. Jubran X 

Brad A Lampley X 

James L. Murphy, Ill X 

Sharon J. Miller Pryse X 

Dr. Jefferson S. Rogers X 

Rhedona Rose X 

Miranda N. Rutan X 

John Tickle X 

Julia T. Wells X 

Charles E. Wharton X 

Tommy G. Whittaker X 
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Chapter 1720-05-04 Student Housing Regulations 

I certify that this is an accurate and complete copy of proposed rules, lawfully promulgated and adopted by the 
University of Tennessee Board of Trustees on 06/23/2016, and is in compliance with the provisions of T.C.A. § 4-
5-222. The Secretary of State is hereby instructed that, in the absence of a petition for proposed rules being filed 
under the conditions set out herein and in the locations described, he is to treat the proposed rules as being 
placed on file in his office as rules at the expiration of ninety (90) days of the first day of the month subsequent to 
the filing of the proposed rule with the Secretary of State. 

Name of Officer: Matthew Scoggins 

Title of Officer: Deputy General Counsel 

. Supscribed and sworn to before me on: -~r;_-_/~,,,,~~~(v........_ __ ~---------
Notary Public Signature: -~___,_,_~~-_..7a_fi 'J/)1~=1~1)_' _______ _ 

My commission expires on: --~'~~-+----Lf+-C_£<t'"'++-----------
All proposed rules provided for herein have been examined by the Attorney General and Reporter of the State of 
Tennessee and are approved as to legality pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative Procedures Act, 
Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter 5. 
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Effective on: 

3 

.Jk,w- .JI. $~ 
Herbert H. SI II 

Attorney ne al and Reporter 

Jo "'°'"° Date 

Tre Hargett 
Secretary of State 
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University of Tennessee Rules 
Chapter 1720-05-04 Student Housing Regulations 

Regulatory Flexibility Addendum 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-401 through 4-5-404, prior to initiating the rule making process as described in T.C.A. 
§ 4-5-202(a)(3) and T.C.A. § 4-5-202(a), all agencies shall conduct a review of whether a proposed rule or rule 
affects small businesses. 

(If applicable, insert Regulatory Flexibility Addendum here) 

The Regulatory Flexibility Addendum is not applicable. 
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University of Tennessee Rules 
Chapter 1720-05-04 Student Housing Regulations 

Impact on Local Governments 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-220 and 4-5-228 "any rule proposed to be promulgated shall state in a simple 
declarative sentence, without additional comments on the merits of the policy of the rules or regulation, whether 
the rule or regulation may have a projected impact on local governments." (See Public Chapter Number 1070 
(http://state.tn. us/sos/acts/106/pub/pc1070.pdf) of the 201 O Session of the General Assembly) 

The University of Tennessee anticipates that this rule change will have no impact on local governments. 
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University of Tennessee Rules 
Chapter 1720-05-04 Student Housing Regulations 

Additional Information Required by Joint Government Operations Committee 

All agencies, upon filing a rule, must also submit the following pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-226(i)(1 ). 

(A) A brief summary of the rule and a description of all relevant changes in previous regulations effectuated by 
such rule; 

Student affairs and housing officials in The University of Tennessee System have worked together to develop a 
rule on student housing. The rule provides a uniform framework within which each UT campus will manage 
student housing, including development of policies, procedures, and agreements that apply to the lease, 
assignment, occupancy, pricing, safety, construction, maintenance, use, and visitation of student housing. The 
new rule will replace the current UT campus rules on student housing, which are being repealed in conjunction 
with the promulgation of the new rule. 

(B) A citation to and brief description of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation mandating 
promulgation of such rule or establishing guidelines relevant thereto; 

None. 

(C) Identification of persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities most directly affected by this 
rule, and whether those persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities urge adoption or 
rejection of this rule; 

Students of the University of Tennessee are most directly affected by this rule. The student member of the UT 
Board of Trustees voted to a rove the rule. 

(D) Identification of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to 
the rule; 

None. 

(E) An estimate of the probable increase or decrease in state and local government revenues and expenditures, 
if any, resulting from the promulgation of this rule, and assumptions and reasoning upon which the estimate 
is based. An agency shall not state that the fiscal impact is minimal if the fiscal impact is more than two 
percent (2%) of the agency's annual budget or five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), whichever is less; 

I Not significant. 

(F) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives, possessing substantial knowledge 
and understanding of the rule; 

Matthew Scoggins 
Deputy General Counsel 
University of Tennessee 

(G) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives who will explain the rule at a 
scheduled meeting of the committees; 

Matthew Scoggins 
Deputy General Counsel 
University of Tennessee 
SS-7038 (December 2015) 6 RDA 1693 



University of Tennessee Rules 
Chapter 1720-05-04 Student Housing Regulations 

(H) Office address, telephone number, and email address of the agency representative or representatives who 
will explain the rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees; and 

Matthew Scoggins 
Deputy General Counsel 
University of Tennessee 
719 Andy Holt Tower 
Knoxville, TN 37996-0170 
scoggins@tennessee.edu 
865-97 4-3245 

(I) Any additional information relevant to the rule proposed for continuation that the committee requests. 

None. 
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Heuliing-Requirement 
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1720 5 4 .II 

Periefref9ewpaney 
Re&iElenee~afet)~ulat-iens 
'fermiflatifilrOfHeusing-Gentraet 
Pregnaney 
RepealeEI 

1™-4-.M HOUSING REQUIREMENT. In view of the ed1:1eatiooal-advantages and aeademio needs on 
~ to provide eamp1:1s ho1:1sing at a minimmn oost to stadents, Tho University of Tennessee at 
Martin req1:1ires all single ffesh.men-and sophomores,eJrnept those living with their parents, to live on oampas. 

~9 209(e). Atlministt't1tit>e Hfflwry: Original rule filed Seprembe,· 15, 1976; effective 
9ctBbe,· 15, 1976. AmendmentfiledAugtttrt 22, 1980; effeetive FJecember 1, 1980. Repet1l t111d new 1·ulefiled}vfay 
27, 1986; ejfeefive August 12, 1986. Repet1l mid new 1·ulefiledNevembe1· 10, 2005; effective M:ffl•ch 30, 2006. 

1729 5 4 .92 €LASSIFitATI0N (FOR HOUSING PURPOSES ONLY). For ho1:1sing polioy purposes (but 
not for aoademio olassifieation-pur-poses1, a freshman is defined as a st1:1dent with less than two oompleted semesters 
of work (fewer than 30 hours), a sophomore as one with two but less than four semesters (fewer than 60 hours), a 
·unior us one with four but less than six semesters, and a senio~e with six or more semesters oompleted. · A 
~ent taking course \Vork beyond the bachelor degree ltwel. Summer semester 1.vork may be 
eounted in eomputittg the number of semesters. 

14uthot'ity: §49 9 209(e). Adminislt'ative History: Original rule-filed May 27, 1986; effective Augw,t 12, 1986. 
Amendment filed Jttmttll'Y 13, 1999; effective ,Avfay 31, 1999. -Repeal t111d new nde filed Nevember 10, 2005; 
effective M:ffl•ch 30, 2006. 

c~ TYPES OF DIFFERENTIATED HOUSING. 

Three types of on campus ho1:1sittg are available for single student&: 

W '.fYPE I: No Visitation. Available to all sittgle srudents, with preforeooe to freshmen, followed 
by sophomores, juniors, attd seniors. Quiet hours-are enforced betv.•een &:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. 
Suttday through Thursday and from 12:00 a.m. 1:1ntil &:00 a.m. Friday and Saturday. During 
examinatioB-Week, quiet hours £H'e in effeot 24 hours daily. Hall clerks are on duty 24 hours 
ffllffy. Resident Assistants on eaoh floor provide oounseling ana-a«Hn-muintaitting order. 
Emergettoy measage serviee is available at the central desk. 

Ee) TYPE II: Limited Visitutiott. Available to all single srudents, with preference~ 
followed by sophomores, jl:lffiOrs-mtti-seniors. Quiet ho1:1rs are enforced betv;<een &:00 p.m. attd 
&:00 a.m. Suttday through Thursday and fi·om 12:00 u.m. until 8:00 a.m. Friday and Saturday. 
Durrng eJcamination weeks, q1:1iet hours are itt effeot 24 hours daily. S1:1ttday through Thursday, 
visitation is permitted betweett 12:00 p.m. a~O a.m. Friday and Saturday visitation is 
between 12:00 p.m. and 2:00 a.m. Hall elerlffi are on duty 24 hours daily. Resident Assistants 
on eaoh floor provide oounseling and aid itt maintaining order. Emergenoy message service is 
available at the eentral desk. 
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tRtt[e- 1720 5 4""93, continue-EB 

ttj TYPE III: Available to all single-sttttients liviag ia apartments. Opea visitation 24 hours daily. 
MtttinfflH>Upeft'ision aRd regulations. StudeRts must conform to all Studem Handbook policies. 

Au#tority: §49 9 209(e). A<lfflinistrative History.' fMginal nde filed May 27, 1986; effective August 12, 1986. 
Repeal anti new rule filed }lovember lO, 2005; effeeti~eh 30, 2006. 

1729 5 4 .94 SEPARATE :Aet0MM0DATION8 B¥ 8EX. Co educatienal housing of single studems in-the 
same suites, reoms or apartmems is not permitted at-l::HM, 

Authority: §49 9 209(e). A<lfflinistrative Histery: Original rule filed ,\fay 27, 1986; effective August 12, 1986. 
,4memiment filed Jtmttffly 13, 1999; effective May 31, 1999. Repettl ttnd new rnle filed 1\1<wember 10, 2005; 
effective Mt11'Ch 30, 20()6.. 

~ JUDJelAl:rPROCEEDING8. Stafldards of conduct expected of studeats are published m the 
Student HaRdhook, aRd speeific regulations pertaiaiag to resideace halls are posted on bulletm boards or anaounoed 
ia hall meetiags. Students who are accused of violations may have their cases handled ia either-of two ways: 

fB Administratively by the Hall Director or 8tudem Affairs staff; or 

~ By4he stadent e0ttrt. 

After heal'ing a ease, a judgmem of guilt or innocence is made and a p~ere-apprepriate. The 
peaalties that may-be assessed are loss ef privHege, disciplinary Waffling, disciplinary-probation, and-sttspensi0ft:--ln 
addition, these penalties may iRelttde dismissal from the residettee-hall or apartmem. The studem has the optiott-te 
appeal to the Disciplinary Heariag Board or-the-Yttiversity CeUHCit 

1986. 

~4-.96 ROGM-PAJN,'.l'ING. Interested residems should visit the Housing Facil#ies Office and discuss 
roam paiming with the Paim 8upef¥iser. 

Att#terity: §49 9 209(e). Administrative History: Origi,wl rule filed May 27, 1986; effective August 12, 1986: 
Amendment filed Jtmttmy 13, 1999; effective ,\fay 31, 1999. Repettl ttnd new rttle filed Nm·emhe,· 10, 2005t 
effective Mtll'Ch 30, 20()6.. 

1729 5 4~ PERie» OF OCCUPANC¥. Students httving assignments may occupy their rooms on the-efrte 
specified by the Office of Hottsing. Normally the dates begin the day preceding registration-period-and end on the 
last day of the-fin~minatioa period, except fur certain uaiversity holidays sueh as Thanksgiviag aad Easter. If a 
student fails to eeettpy the assigne4-room by the date specified without gi•liag the Office of Housing prior 
notification of delayed arrival, the roam may be reassigaed to another studem. Delayed arrival does oot relieve the 
student ofthe responsibility fur accepting available accommodation: 

fB Solieiting is not permitted ~reas of the residence halls. li ~e permitted in the 
pttblic areas by registered studeat organizations depeading on space, circumstattces and provisions of 
the Student Hanebeok-, 

~ Windows and Screen{¥. Wiadov,' screens-must-Rat-be unfasteaed or removed. In addition, the 
fellowing rnles also apply. 

W Food may not b~indows and screeas or outside of the wiadows at anytime. 

~ Displays ia windows which are deemed inapprepriate by the hall head staff aad oot removed by 
the residem(s), will b&rem~a#-and4he-resieeRtfs)-bille&fef-~ee. 



W Under no eircmnstanees will the throw~bjects from aey windows in the residence halls 
ee-tolerated. 8uelt conduct poses a danger to the health and safety of other residents. Residents 
oos4gned to a room from whieh an objeet is thrown vAU be-subject to administrati:Ye eviction 
fr-em-tho university residenee-h~ooordanoe with the terms and conditions of the Housing 
~ 

(-3-) Bttsittess-from Residents' Rooms: Residents-are not permitted to carry on any organized business fur 
remunerath'e purposes from their apartments or rooms, inscribe or affix any sign, objeet; 
ad¥ertisement, or notiee on any part of the inside or outside of the building or premises, or use their 
room phone numbers fur business purposes. 

(4j 9pen House and Visitation: At no tinttHnay a member of the opposite sex be in a non pubHe-ttrea 
unless the guest is in compliance with the open house or visitation policies of that unit. Resident 
Assistants are able to define these areas~fically fur the hall, including but not limited to corridor 
ofa living unit, resident's room, ettr. 

~ Guests: Residents may have overnight guests of the same sex only; it is the host's responsibility to 
ttrrtfflge fur sleeping facilities, ineluding linens, permission from another roommate fur use of his/her 
bed, etc. Unless extraordinary arrangements have been made with the Hull-Director or Assistant Hall 
Direeto~e issued to gues~dent may have a guest in-the-hall-whoo-the 
resident vtill not be present to act as his/her-hesf: 

W Guests are discouraged during weekday nights aBd during the last •.veek of each semester wheB 
final exams-are-being given. The maximum length of any visit is 3 days and 3 nights, •.vith 
exteBsions granted only by the Hall Director or Assistant Hall Direetor. 

~ University officials can require guests to produce proof that they are legitimate guests. Guests 
must complete a Guest Registration Card available at the main desk of eaeh hall. the 
infurmation on this card may aid in contacting the guest and/or his/her designee should the need 
arise. The guest's copy of the card will also serve as an identificatioB card during his/her stay 
on eampus. 

W A~O¥Omed by uBivers#y-ftnd-restdoo~-ule!Hlnd regulatio~lation 
of rules by an off oarBpus-guest, the host is respoBsible fur any damages eaused-by-th:e-guest-; 

W No individual will be permitted to sleep in the maiB or floor louBges of uBivernity resideBce 
halls. Night elerks and hall staff vlill ask such persons to leave the hall or to return to their 
assigned rooms. If a noB resident does not-eomply with the request to leave, CarBpus Security 
will be oalled4&rem~hem. 

~ Pets: For health reasoBs, pets are not43ermitted in the halls. Cats, dogs and other pets present-a 
multitude-of-pro&lems iB a residence hall and are-not permitted on the premises,-fThe only exceptions 
to this policy are (1) guide dogs acoompaByiBg-blind persoBs and (2) fish which livo completely 
submerged in water.) 

R-) Attachments: Residents should not iBstall any of the fullO',Ying in their room5+ 

~ Decals or transfer pictures; 

W Qutside antonBa fur radio or telovisioB; 
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ttB Memenal electrical wiring; 

ff) 8ftaees,hlinds, awnings or window guards; 

~ Aif..eenditioning or heating un#&: 

~ Noise Level: Residents-a~~ew-eonmaer-mion for others at all times and sheula avoid 
filteessive neise. '.Jchey are requested to refrain from: unnecessary noise; congregating in the hall, bath, 
or elevator-areas; loud talking or laughing; and loud playing of electronic equipment. For obvious 
(audible) reasons, musical instruments may be played only in areas provided for this purpose. Abuse 
ofthese standards may-~Hppliance being stored until it can be remo•,.ed from 
the campus. Raaios, stereos or other electronic equipment should not be placed in orncar wind~ 
the noise may distract others •,vhosc windows may be open. 

Beyond this, residence hall associations--may establish specific quiet hours within their 
respective halls. 

~ Furniture: All university property is inventoried according to location and is not to be-ttl6¥e&-6F 
dismantle~t with written permission-ef-thc Hall Director. Removal of furniture from its 
~on, eKeept with permission, is grounds for disciplinary action. Resid~~ 
charged for any furniture or facilities assigned to their rooms and found missing at the-#me-6f 
checkout. 

(+Or--Water:Furniture: 1Nater-furniturn, ineluemg-bOOfHlfld ehairs, are net-permitted in residents' rooms. 

f 11) Bicycles: Racks are provided-for bikes in front of each hall. Off street parking is pr01t'idea-foF 
metorizcd bikes in designated areas,; Motorized bikes arc not allowed inside residence halls. 
Although non motorizetl-bikes-c kept in residents' rooms, they are not to be left unattended, 
rladen, or chained in common areas of the halls such as hallways, stairwells, lobbies, study rooms, eto. 
Bikes fottnd in such areas •.viii be removed at the owner's e:!<pense, stored for a short time, -ana-then 
aisposed of. (Bikes may not be storea"ift-luggage-e!'-Bthe~ laek of spa0eT) 

(12) 8tainYclls: Under no circumstances-will-the-dropping ef-ooj0€ts-or fireworks dovm stairwells be 
telcrated. 8ueh conduct poses obvious danger to the health and safety of other-residents. Persons 
involved in sueh actions will be subject to eviction from university residence halls, in aceordanee with 
the-terms and conditions ofthe Housing contract. 

(B) '.Jche-University Of Tennessee Reserves The Right To Make Other Policies From Time To Hille 
Deemed Necessary Aad Apprepriate For The Safety And Gleanlincss Of The Premises, And For 
8ecuring The Comfort And Convenience Of All Resiaents,; 

Atttltority: §49 9 2{}9(e}:--Mmimstfflt~rr,--fmgintll-"f'ttle-ji/ed-May 27, 1986; effeeti~ 
Amendn1entfiletiJt1m1my 13, 1999; effeetive Afcty 31, 1999. Repeal t1nti new-1·1tlefile Na·1emhel' J{}, 2{}{}§, e.ffeetfre 
Mat't!h 3{}, 2006: 

1720 5 4 .08 RESIDENCE HALL SAFETY REGULATIONS. 

f,1-) Flammable-1:toms+--ltoms 't¥hieh are flammable, such as fuel, etc., may not be stored in residents' 
r-ooms,; 
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CHAP'.fe& 1720 5 4 

(Rule 1720 5 4 .08, continuetB 

~ Gpen-Hatn~ch rcquire-at1-e~emte or which produce heat (i.e., Bunsen 
bumel'S, lighted candles, alcoho~ bumel'S) are not alloWtid in residents' rooms. Gandles must have the 
wicks remo•,ed and may be used for aeeoratiw purposes. 

~ ~ Decorati¥e items, such as fishnets, parachutes, and other such items vihich are 
flammable are not permitted in residents' rooms, unless they have ~een-4ireproofea. Gftly 
Underwriters' baboratory fY.h) apprO¥ed ttghtrHney be used to decorate roon¥.r. 

~ Cooking: Hall-lcitehens and other facilities are prO'iided fol'-reSffients to use for eool~oking 
with open coil appliances is not permitted in student moms. 

fSJ Eleetrieal Appliances: In resiclenee-halls, UL. appro¥ed mierowa¥es, George Forman type grills, 
6-ffised coil only popcorn poppers and coffee makers may be in student moms. 

(4) Fires And Fire Drills: Fire evacuation plans are posted in each resident's room. A resident v1ill be 
su~eet to disciplinary action for tampering with or aetiv:ating fire alarm or control equipment except 
in ease of a fire or for failure to e¥aeuate the building during an e¥aeuation and safety drill. A safety 
exit drill <.viii be conducted in each residence hall once per month in eomplianee with state law. A 
resident vlho sees or suspects a fire should immediately notify a staff member who will acti¥ate the 
fire alarm system if necessary. 

&J Fire ban&.* ~ral halls have nearby emergency lanes which are strictly reserved for use by 
emergency •1ehieles only. Unauthoril!led vehicles parked in these aremnvill be towed away by Public 
Safety at the owner's risk and expense. · 

~ &lfety Equipment: The University of Tennessee at Martin, through the Office of Housing, hereby 
advises all students-that the Unh,ersity will not tolerate the irresponsible behavior of persons whose 
actions jeopardil!le the safety and •,yelfare of others. Tampering with, ¥andali>'iing, or otherwise 
abusing ele>tator, fire, or safety equipment in the university residence hulls will constitute reason for 
eviction from the residence halls and possible suspensiofrfrem The University of Tennessee at Martin. 

· A:tt#fflrity: §49 9 209(e). Administrative Hislory: 01·igi1wl rule filed May 27,' 1986; effective Augttst~&: 
,4mendment filed Janttffl'Y 13, 1999; effective Mtty 3}, }999. Repeal and new rule filed }'levembe~ 
ejfeettt1e Mffl'Ch 30, 2006: 

~~ TERMINATION OF HOUSING GONTRACT. \\'hen considered in the best interest of the 
university, a resident can be asked to mw,•e from the hall. An appeal ean be made by the-stuaent through the 
established ad~eedures, 

Aut!,ority: §49 9 209{e)-.--,4timinish'fltive Hislory: Original rnle filed ,\fay 27, }986; effective August 12, 1986. 
Amendment fileri JanUffl'Y 13, 1999; effeetiwe May 31, 1999. Repeal anri ,~ew rule filed ,¥ovember IO, 200;); 
effective Mtt1'Ch 30, 2006: 

~-4-.10 PREGNANGY. UTM Housing-Gffiee-polieies do-not permit assignment of single student rooms to 
pregnant students during4he third trimester of pregnanoy,:-This policy does not prC't'ent a pregnant woman from 
enrolling in the university pro¥ided off campus housing and medical arrangements ean be made-by-{he enmlling 
student and her family. The primary-eencem of this university policy is that the prospeeti¥e mother be in an 
etWironment where the neeessary-service and care be pro•lided for her and her baby. Alternative housing will be 
offered. &efuncl of the eustomafYi)ortion of rent paid would be made. 

Administrfltive Hislory: Ol'iginal rule fileri May 27, 1986; effective August 12, 1986. 

~ REPEALED. 
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tR:ttle 1720 5 4 .08, eontittttetB 

Authority: §49 9 2{}9(1 1 . . Ame:e . Adnttnffitralive Histor .. g,. . , f'ffiment.jiled,kmum,· ,~ 1999:V· ~llgma, l'ttlefiled "1tJy 27 19~ 2f}f)6: 
1

, r ; effeeti,•e MB;· Ji, 1999 J< T-fP ,., ,; effeetive August 12 1986 . , epea.J .-0dNovembe¥-l{J 2{){)5· effect· A,f.,' , • ' ,;1. l'VC nal'C,1 J{J, 

March, 2006 (Revise0J 


