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Chapter 1240-01-56 
Pilot Projects - Families First Program 

New 

1240-01-56-.01 Pathways to Prosperity Pilot Program. 

(1) Pursuant to T.C.A. § 71-3-104(a)(2) , the Department shall operate a two-year pilot program 
establishing an optional alternative temporary assistance pathway offering enhanced cash assistance 
and/or enhanced support services for families with individuals who are actively pursuing a degree, 
professional certification, or other educational advancement. 

(2) Definitions. 

(a) "Enhanced cash assistance" means twice the amount of cash assistance for which the family 
would qualify under Chapter 1240-01-50. 

(b) "Enhanced support services" means services provided to address barriers or other 
impediments to an individual's pursuit of educational advancement or ability to obtain and 
maintain employment, including, but not limited to, services such as vehicle repair, dental 
services, and optical services. 

(3) In addition to the eligibility requirements of T.C.A. § 71-3-104(a)(1) for temporary assistance under 
the Families First Program, to participate in this pilot program: 

(a) An individual must be actively participating in the Families First work requirement; and 

(b) An individual must be actively pursuing a degree, professional certification, or other educational 
advancement. 

(4) A family may elect that all enhanced temporary assistance for which the family qualifies under this 
pilot program be provided as enhanced support services, rather than enhanced cash assistance. 

Authority: T.C.A. §§ 4-5-201 et seq., 71-1-105, and 71-3-104(a}(2). 
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* If a roll-call vote was necessary, the vote by the Agency on these rulemaking hearing rules was as follows:

Board Member Aye No Abstain Absent Signature 
(if required) 

I certify that this is an accurate and complete copy of rulemaking hearing rules, lawfully promulgated and adopted 
by the Department of Human Services on 08/01/2023 and is in compliance with the provisions of T.C.A. § 4-5-
222. 

I further certify the following: 

Notice of Rulemaking Hearing filed with the Department of State on: 03/28/2023; 05/23/2023 

Rulemaking Hearing(s) Conducted on: (add more dates). 05/18/2023; 07/17/2023 

Agency/Board/Commission: 

Date: August 1, 2023 

�.,
«

�-Signature: -----� _ _...._ ______________ _

Name of Officer: _C_h_a_rle_s_B_,_ry_s_o_n _______________ _ 

Title of Officer: Assistant Commissioner 

Department of Human Services 

Rule Chapter Number(s): _C_h�ap�t_e_r _12_4_0_-0_1_-_5_6 ______________________ _ 

All rulemaking hearing rules provided for herein have been examined by the Attorney General and Reporter of the 
State of Tennessee and are approved as to legality pursuant to the provisions of the Administrative Procedures 
Act, Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter 5. 
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Public Hearing Comments 

No one from the public attended the public hearings concerning the above rules. There were no comments 
received on the rules either orally or in writing. 
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Regulatory Flexibility Addendum 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-401 through 4-5-404, prior to initiating the rule making process, all agencies shall 
conduct a review of whether a proposed rule or rule affects small business. 

For purposes of Acts 2007, Chapter 464, the Regulatory Flexibility Act, the Department of Human Services 
certifies that these rulemaking hearing ru les do not appear to affect small businesses as defined in the Act. These 
rules do not regulate or attempt to regulate pusinesses. 
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Impact on Local Governments 

Pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-220 and 4-5-228, "On any rule and regulation proposed to be promulgated, the 
proposing agency shall state in a simple declarative sentence, without additional comments on the merits or the 
policy of the rule or regulation, whether the rule or regulation may have a projected financial impact on local 
governments. The statement shall describe the financial impact in terms of increase in expenditures or decrease 
in revenues." 

These rules will have no projected financial impact on local governments. 

SS-7039 (November 2022) 6 RDA 1693 



Additional Information Required by Joint Government Operations Committee 

All agencies, upon filing a rule, must also submit the following pursuant to T.C.A. § 4-5-226(i)(1). 

(A) A brief summary of the rule and a description of all relevant changes in previous regulations effectuated by 
such rule; 

The rule creates and establishes a two-year pilot program providing for an optional alternative temporary 
assistance pathway offering enhanced educational support services or enhanced cash assistance for families 
with individuals who are actively pursuing a degree, professional certification , or other educational 
advancement. Under the rule, a family may elect that all enhanced temporary assistance for which the family 
qualifies under the pilot program be provided as enhanced support services, rather than enhanced cash 
assistance. 

(B) A citation to and brief description of any federal law or regulation or any state law or regulation mandating 
promulgation of such rule or establishing guidelines relevant thereto; 

Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 71-3-104(a)(2), requires the Department to create and establish via 
rulemaking a two-year pilot program providing for an optional alternative temporary assistance pathway offering 
enhanced educational support services or enhanced cash assistance for famil ies with individuals who are 
actively pursuing a degree, professiona l certification, or other educational advancement. 

(C) Identification of persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities most directly affected by this 
rule, and whether those persons, organizations, corporations or governmental entities urge adoption or 
rejection of this rule; 

Current and future recipients of Families First temporary assistance that are eligible and elect to participate in 
the ilot ro ram would be expected to be in favor of adoption of these rules. 

(D) Identification of any opinions of the attorney general and reporter or any judicial ruling that directly relates to 
the rule or the necessity to promulgate the rule; 

[ None known. 

(E) An estimate of the probable increase or decrease in state and local government revenues and expend itures, 
if any, resulting from the promulgation of this ru le, and assumptions and reasoning upon which the estimate 
is based. An agency shall not state that the fiscal impact is minimal if the fiscal impact is more than two 
percent (2%) of the agency's annual budget or five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000), whichever is less: 

I There is no known increase or decrease in expenditures expected from these rule changes. 

(F) Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives, possessing substantial knowledge 
and understanding of the rule; 

I Charles Bryson, Assistant Commissioner 

(G} Identification of the appropriate agency representative or representatives who will explain the rule at a 
scheduled meeting of the committees; 

I Callon Schmid, Assistant Commissioner 

(H) Office address, telephone number, and email address of the agency representative or representatives who 
will explain the rule at a scheduled meeting of the committees; and 

505 Deaderick Street, Nashville, TN 37243 
(615) 253-2391 
Callon. Schmid®tn .aov 

(I) Any additional information relevant to the rule proposed for continuation that the committee requests . 
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N/A. 
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1240-01-56-.01 PATHWAYS TO PROSPERITY PILOT PROGRAM.   
 

(1) Pursuant to T.C.A. § 71-3-104(a)(2), the Department shall operate a two-year pilot program 
establishing an optional alternative temporary assistance pathway offering enhanced cash 
assistance and/or enhanced support services for families with individuals who are actively 
pursuing a degree, professional certification, or other educational advancement. 

 
(2) Definitions. 
 

(a) “Enhanced cash assistance” means twice the amount of cash assistance for which the 
family would qualify under Chapter 1240-01-50. 

 
(b) “Enhanced support services” means services provided to address barriers or other 

impediments to an individual’s pursuit of educational advancement or ability to obtain 
and maintain employment, including, but not limited to, services such as vehicle repair, 
dental services, and optical services. 

 
(3) In addition to the eligibility requirements of T.C.A. § 71-3-104(a)(1) for temporary assistance 

under the Families First Program, to participate in this pilot program: 
 

(a) An individual must be actively participating in the Families First work requirement; and 
 
(b) An individual must be actively pursuing a degree, professional certification, or other 

educational advancement. 
 

(4) A family may elect that all enhanced temporary assistance for which the family qualifies under 
this pilot program be provided as enhanced support services, rather than enhanced cash 
assistance. 

 
Authority:  T.C.A. §§4-5-201 et seq., 71-1-105, and 71-3-104(a)(2). 
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