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Department of Health
Notice of Rulemaking Hearing
Board of Optometry
Division of Health Related Boards
There will be a hearing before the Tennessee Board of Optometry to consider the promulgation
of amendments to rules pursuant to T.C.A. §§ 4-5-202, 4-5-204, and 63-8-112. The hearing will
be conducted in the manner prescribed by the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act,
Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 4-5-204 and will take place in the Division of Health Related
Board’s Conference Room on the Third Floor of the Heritage Place Building located at 227
French Landing, Nashville, TN at 2:30 p.m. (CST) on the 18th day of January, 2007.
Any individuals with disabilities who wish to participate in these proceedings (review these filings)
should contact the Department of Health, Division of Health Related Boards to discuss any
auxiliary aids or services needed to facilitate such participation or review. Such initial contact may
be made no less than ten (10) days prior to the scheduled meeting date (the date such party
intends to review such filings), to allow time for the Division to determine how it may reasonably
provide such aid or service. Initial contact may be made with the ADA Coordinator at the Division
of Health Related Boards, 227 French Landing, Suite 300, Heritage Place, MetroCenter,
Nashville, TN 37243, (615) 532-4397.
For a copy of the entire text of this notice of rulemaking hearing contact:
Jerry Kosten, Regulations Manager, Division of Health Related Boards, 227 French Landing,
Suite 300, Heritage Place, MetroCenter, Nashville, TN 37243, (615) 532-4397.
Substance of Proposed Rules
Amendments
Rule 1045-2-.03, Examinations, is amended by inserting the following language as new
paragraph (3) and renumbering the current paragraphs (3) and (4) as paragraphs (4) and (5):
(3)

Jurisprudence Examination. All applicants for licensure must successfully
complete the Board's jurisprudence examination as a prerequisite to licensure.
(a)

The Board shall mail a jurisprudence examination to all applicants for
licensure.

(b)

The applicant shall include a completed jurisprudence examination when
his/her completed application for licensure is sent to the Board’s
administrative office located at 227 French Landing, Suite 300, Heritage
Place, MetroCenter, Nashville TN 37243.

(c)

There is no fee for the jurisprudence examination.

(d)

The scope and content of the examination shall be determined by the
Board but limited to statutes and regulations governing the practice of
optometry (Tennessee Code Annotated §§ 63-8-101, et seq., and
Chapter 1045-2 of the Official Compilation, Rules and Regulations of the
State of Tennessee). Copies of the applicable statutes and regulations
can be obtained at the Board’s Internet web page, and are also available
upon request from the Board’s administrative office.

(e)

The format of the examination shall be “open-book.”

Page 2 of 2 Pages
(f)

Correctly answering ninety percent (90%) of the examination questions
shall constitute successful completion of the jurisprudence exam.

(g)

If the Board determines that the applicant has failed to successfully
complete the jurisprudence examination, the applicant will be mailed
another examination and he/she must continue to retake the examination
until it has been successfully completed before the application will be
deemed complete and presented to the Board for consideration.

Authority: T.C.A. § 4-5-202, 4-5-204, 63-8-112, and 63-8-115.
Rule 1045-2-.05, Continuing Education, is amended by deleting subparagraph (1) (a) in its
entirety and substituting instead the following language, and is further amended by deleting
subparagraph (2) (a) but not its parts and substituting instead the following language, and is
further amended by deleting part (2) (a) 1. in its entirety and substituting instead the following
language, so that as amended, the new subparagraph (1) (a), the new subparagraph (2) (a) but
not its parts, and the new part (2) (a) 1. shall read:
(1)

(a)

For those who are therapeutically certified, a minimum of twenty (20) of
the thirty (30) hours of continuing education is required in courses
pertaining to ocular disease and related systemic disease, as described
in subparagraph (2) (c). At least one (1) of these twenty (20) hours shall
be a course designed specifically to address prescribing practices.

(2)

(a)

Except for grand clinical rounds and courses provided by the Tennessee
Academy of Optometry, and except for the one (1) hour course designed
specifically to address prescribing practices, all continuing education
courses shall be approved by the Association of Regulatory Boards of
Optometry's Council on Optometric Practitioner Education (COPE).

(2)

(a)

1.

Providers of grand clinical rounds, providers of the one (1) hour
course designed specifically to address prescribing practices
and the Tennessee Academy of Optometry shall submit the
information required by subparagraph (2) (b) at least thirty (30)
days prior to the actual date of the grand clinical rounds or
course.

Authority: T.C.A. § 4-5-202, 4-5-204, 63-8-112, and 63-8-119.
Contact who can answer questions concerning this notice of rulemaking hearing, technical
contact for disk acquisition, and person who will approve final copy for publication: Jerry Kosten,
Regulations Manager, Division of Health Related Boards, 227 French Landing, Suite 300,
Heritage Place, MetroCenter, Nashville, TN 37243, (615) 532-4397.
The notice of rulemaking set out herein was properly filed in the Department of State on the 29th
day of November, 2006. (11-18-06)

